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Ye are the light of the world. ...
Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your

a» 9ood works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

B e, TN

May 2023 Newsletter

"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
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PO Box 242, MNew London, MM 56273
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Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran.net

Questions for Pastor...

Why don't we believe in evolution?

One of the assignments the confirmation students —
have is to write down all their guestions about things —
we believe or things we do as Christians. This (
guestion came from one of those assignments. It's a .-’__

great guestion, because the theory of evoluti on tends

to get accepted as a fact just because it's taught in schools. I'd say that
"ewolution” is a classic example of the idea that "You tend to believe
what you hear most often - even if it can be proven false.”

The answer to that guestion can be found in lots of places: God's Word
(the Bible), logic, our experience, and even science itself.

Starting with God's Word, God plainly tells us that He created the world
and everything in it in just six days, not billions of years. (The Hebrew
words and phrases of the creation account indicate that those were 24-
hour days. But even if you take Peter's statement in 2 Peter 3:B literally,
“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years...” Then you would still
have God creating the world in just six thousand years, not billions.)

I've even heard some Christians claim that God created everything, but
He did it through the process of evolution. My answer to that is, “God
could have created everything that way, but He tells us in His Word
that's definitely NOT how He did it. The basic idea behind evolutionary
theory is that everything happens by chance. Thera’'s no rhyme or
reason of master plan. But when you read how God describes creation
in Genesis chapter one, the thing that strikes you is that the creation of
the world and everything in it was very orderly, organized and according
to a plamn. There's absolutely no hint of “Hmmm. Let's try this and seeif
it works!”

Cwur own human reason (logic) tells us that nothing gets created purely
by chance. For example, when you see a building, you know instinctively
that the boards, cement, nails, screws, siding, shingles and everything
else didn't just “come together” one day by chance. No, when you see a
building, your logic correctly tells you there had to be a builder.
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Someone who planned it and built it. When you see a painting, you
inherently know that the paint didn't just “come together” purely by
chance one day in the form of the image on the canvas. When you seg
@ painting, your logic correctly tells you there had to be a painter. In
the same way, when you see creation, your logic correctly tells you
there had to be a Creator.

Cur own experience with how fast things decay and erode tells us that
there is no way this earth could have lasted for billions of years. We
do witness something called "microevolution,” the idea that over time
things change within a given species. For example, human beings are
observably taller tham they were a couple hundred years ago. But
there is zero evidence for what is called "macroevolution,” the idea at
the foundation of evolutiona ry theory that over time one species can
change and become a totally different species [e.g. fish became birds
and apes became human).

Finally, there are a couple (at least) basic laws of science that are
opposed to the theory of evolution. One is called the Law of
Biogenesis. It states that living things cannot come from non-living
things. But the theory of evol ution would have us believe that one day
lightening struck some non-living chemicals and living organisms were
the result. Science says that can't happen. Another law of science is
the Second Law of Thermodynamics which states that things left to
themselves will break down over time. The theory of evolution is
based on the opposite idea that things left to themselves will become
more complex over time. Again, science says that can’t happen.

The bottom line: You don’t have to apologize for believing that God
created the world and everything init! God's Word, logic, experience
and even science are on your sidel

Thanks for asking!
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor®@livingwordlutheran. net

@ @ @ @ Begins M ial Weekend
SUMMER)| ““emeiees

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Summer Worship Time:
9:00 a.m.

(And runs through
Labor Day Weekend)




Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Moming Bible Study
Sunday mornings at 900

April 30th through May 21st

Join us for coffee and God's Word

Monthly Morning Women's Study:

Does not meet this month.

{We will hawe a farewell Luncheon for Leone Quigley, May 10 at 11am
at Sweet Water Café. )

Evening Women's Study ] Nomens
May 10th is the last study of the sea- "@{L Bihie
son Meets @ 6:30 at Viclet's home, : — 2

onl LICTY

_ Men's Study
Tuesdays @ 6:30
Who can you invite to join you?

:

Thank You...

w10 everyone who helped at David Schleusner’'s funeral !
...to this year's Sunday School teachers:

Meggie Ashburn
Lara Dahl

Maona Hjelle
Sarah Olson
Tammy Wachter

..t0 all parents and grand parents who brouwght kids for Sunday
School

wt0 our Altar Guild chair Mona Hjelle for placing the Easter Lilies in
memaory of loves ones lost this past year!

If you have someone vou'd like to offer thanks to, just email to
webmasteri@|ivi ordlutheran.net

Today I told my wife [ wanted to be crem ated. She m ade an appointment for me

for next Wednesday,

Thot for a day
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Sunday School News...

During the month of April the Sunday School teachers will be teach-
ing on "The Love of God".

«  DMay7- "Love of God" - God's love is Eternal - Psalm 139 and
Luke 1

«  NMay 14- "Peace of Mind and Heart" - John 14:23-29

+  DMay21- "Run with Endurance" - Hebrews 12:1-2

The last day of Sunday School is May 21, 2023

Confirmation News... !

£ ’-.'
Confirmation classes: -'k’
6-7th Graders - May3- NoClass Confirmation

May 10- Review for Test
May 17- Test

Also, remember to check the PowerPoint Clicker schedule.

B-O9th Graders - -Confirmation Day is Sunday, April 30

-May 7. Cake will be served after worship in
honor of our confirmands

- Mew Bible Study at Pastor & Viclet's
starts Wednesday, June 3 @ 6:30
[(We'll meet the 1st & 3rd Weds. during summer)

Service Project for Both Groups:

Students from both classes will help serve food and bus tables when
Living Word hosts Tuesday's Table on Tuesday, May 30. (This serves as
the replacement for our usual service project, Adopt-a-Highway, since
our section of Highway 23 is closed for construction.)

Youth Events...

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH STUDY:
5:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 3
+—H+

S5TUDY FOR THOSE CONFIRMED THIS
YEAR:

Starts WEDNESDAY, June 7 @ Pastor & Viclet's home




Email Wisdom...

(From Jews For fesus Executive Director, David Brickner)

The phrase "Freedom isn't Free” echoes in my heart and mind—not
just from a historic speech or a popular song—but as the biblical key to
receiving and proclaiming the gospel.

The Cost of Liberty

Passowver is all about God liberating [srael from slavery in Egypt. And yet
Israel’'s liberty—or freedom—wasn't free. It cost the Egyptian people
the lives of their firstborn sons, and it would have cost Israel the same,
except for the blood of a sacrificed lamb.

Just as freedom
from bondage
comes at a cost, so
does the post-
bondage life of
freedom. The peo-
ple of Israel no
longer belonged to
Pharach, yet they
were not free to live however they chose —they belonged to God and
were obligated to trust and serve Him. They had to step out in faith
and into a life of obedience that included wandering and seasons of
deprivation.

The Obligations of Freedom

QOur freedom places a profound obligation on us that includes a brand-
new identity that is chosen for us, not by us. “Do you not know .. you
are not your own? For you were bought at a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19—
20). That's not an easy verse to live by, but we need to embrace it
tightly because it is crucial to experiencing and to proclaiming real lib-
erty—especially during this cultural moment in time. The world de-
clares and celebrates that people are free to carve their own path and
choose their own identity. This false notion of freedom wreaks havoc,
enslaving people to their own misguided opinicns and desires. The
fallout from this “freedom” is brokenness, bondage, and despair.

Qwr freedom in Jesus runs contrary to popular notions and 50 must our
message. Our identity has been paid for and chosen for us by God. We
belong to Him and are obligated to Him, but that obligation goes hand
in hand with freedom. We are both free and obligated to love God and
others, to serve God and others, and not be bound by selfishness and
sin. And there is no greater joy than to see others find that new life,
new identity, and new purpose in Jesus.
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You're never too old to learn som ething stupid,

Thot for a day
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LWML News...

GOING AWAY LUNCHEON

For LEOME QUIGLEY {moving to Florida):
Wednesday, May 10 at 11:00 a.m.

Meet at Sweet Water Café in Mew London at 11:00
All Women of Living Word are welcome to join us!

L@ML

Please RSVP to Bonnie Hansen (796-5605), or Marsha Welsh [320-220-
0B03) by Sunday, May 7th

SHOES FOR MISSIONS:

A huge thank you to all who have donated!

This is fund-raiser for Lutheran Island Camp. Please
continue to bring your good used shoes, slippers, or
boots to church. Collection tote is in the entry of the church.

LWML has Camp Scholarships
525 / Attendee [ages B-14)

Please contact Bonnie Hansen at 796
5605 (LWL treasurer) for details.

If you would like more information on
Lutheran Island Camp and the weekly
camps (dates, cost, efc) that are offered in 2023, there are brochures
awailable at church, or at: www.islandcamp.corg

—_—
EoEE)

A Reminder to Wear Your
“Living Word"” Sweatshirts jand caps)

Mot cnly are they warm (and
look really “cool™) but they
could also be a conversation
starter when people ask things
like, “Andwhere is Living Word

located?”




Mark Your Calendars...

m ” ' E s s
I M 600 p.m_at Larry Levin's
&N
I i Shoot some pool, play shuffleboard, throw
mumlﬂ darts, maybe even toss a tennis ball for Larmy's

dog !

:

Memaoral Service for Elaine Abraham
will be held Saturday, May 13 @ 11:00
[visitation @ 10:00)

May 7 - after worship:
Please join us for special “Cake Fellowship” in honor of cur confirm-
ands.

Mission & Ministry Team
MOTE CHANGE: Thursday, May 25th @ 6:30 p.m.
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

Building Committes
Next meeting: Thursday, May 25th @ &:30

May Fellowship Outing:

Supper at
Greenwald Pub

Thursday, May 11
at 6:00 p.m.

Congregational Outreach...

Marcia would like to know how many pecple are interested in these
possible summer fellowship outings:

* A Stingers Game

* Big Kahuna

*  Green Lake Cruise

She appreciates your feedback!

&t my funeral, take the bouguet off my coffin and throw it into the crowd o see

whio's next,

Thot for a day:
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Trap Shooting Fellowship 2023...

Kicks off with our only Saturday shoot of the season:
=  Saturday, June 3 @ 12:30.

Then, every other Wednesday, June through August June 14
* June 2B
s July12
s July 26

f ‘ﬂ.’"
D e ,QJJ

Please join us - and bring a friend!

Women's Retreat...

"HEARING GOD ABOVE THE ROAR OF 3 ]

THE WORLD" i s
Friday May 19.Sunday May 21st (Until \M_ v
noomn)

Willow Retreat Center Hutchinson MN [ﬂGN e mme

Begins at 11:00 AM, Friday May 15th.

This social day is optional, and costs are

on your own. Lunch at 12:00: Crow River Winery for lunch and games!
2:00 : Shopping at one of Hutchinson's stores: Purse-a-nality, Amazing
Grace Boutigue, and or the mall as we desire. There isa Quiltshop in
Hutch as well.

We will start the retreat at 6:00 PM that night by having prayer and
light meal, so if you aren't joining in on the Social afterncon, plan on
being at the retreat center by 6:00. The remaining time will be spent at
the Willow Ridege Retreat Center 16502 Jefferson RD Hutchinson, MN
55350. The retreat ends about noon on Sunday.

Cost: 5150.00 per person based on double/ftriple occupancy. (5100, to
RESERVE your spot) Limited availability... We need payment BY April
15th to hold your reservation. Balance can be paid the weekend of
retreat. Give checks to Viclet Dauk or Tamimy Miller

Special SURPRISE: A MASSAGE Chair and some spa like pampering! Az
dlways...a "Make and Take" which sounds pretty darn fun!! Promise to
light up your lifell
Questions? JUST ASK!! Viclet: 320-220-0344 Tammy 320-505-2434
(54l looking for a few more ladies! Invite a friend.)



Spring Voter’s Meeting...

.. will be held after worship on Jlune 4. The Spring Assembly is
aur annual election to fill Mission and Ministry positions. We
will elect members to 2-year terms. (Current officers are in pa-
rentheses.)

Positions to be voted on:
Vice Chair -
Elders (two):

(Currently open)

(loe lohnsan)

[one currently open)

Christian Growth - Sunday School (Mana Hjelle)
Congregational Outreach - (Marcia Welsh)
Treasurer [Steve Wulf)

Open positions that can be filled by MMT appointment:
Chair
Stewardship

We need suggestions for people to fill the open positions as well
as the positions up for election. If you have members you'd like
us to consider for either, please give their names to an Elder or
Mission and Ministry Team member. Thanks!
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Communion Notes... *J
A

The Lord's Supper will be celebrated on the normal él::;\-ﬂ ol

First and Third Sundays, May 7th & May 21st. OMMLINION

Reminders:

*  Those who are not comfortable coming to the altar should inform
an Elder or Usher, and communicn will be brought to you in your
pEwW.

+  Gluten-free bread wafers are available for those who have glu-
ten-sensitive conditions. You will find these wafers in a separate
Cup in the communion tray.

When I was young, I was poor, But after several years of hard work, T am no

longer young.

“Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can't be here in person; Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday services being livestreamed at

hittps -/ fwwnw youtube . com/channel /UCG el -

MvlJEU22vCYx bhwis ffeatured

Thot for a day:
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Tuesday’s
Table
will be at Living Word -
May 30th, COMMUNITY DINNER
6:00 pm

We are looking for a few people to help
prep food, serve and clean up.

Contact Tammy Miller 320.905.2434

Building Committee News...

Living Word to Conduct a Feasibility Study

We need your participation!

Living Word Lutheran Church's leadership is explor- —l-r I
ing the feasibility of a capital campaign to fund

new sanctuary). All households will soon receive a m
letter inviting them to participate by completing a

survey. Survey results will assistin determining if

Phase Twao of our building plan [construction of a
our church has the support and ability to fund this project at this time.

Mark Davy & Associates, a firm with 32 years of experience working
with churches, has been hired to conduct the study. The primary areas
of focus:

+«  Clarity and importance of our vision

*  Living Word's strengths

*  Areas of concerns that may affect a capital @mpaign

* Communication preferences of households

+ Potential leadership and volunteers to conduct a successful
campaign

+ Financial support available

Please prayerfully consider participating when invited. Your feedback
is important to determining next steps for our congregation. Thank
wou for your help in completing the guestionnairel



Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please remember to bring vour donations for the Food Pantry on the
2nd Sunday of each month. Place them in the purple container by the
door at church. Thank to everyone for donating!

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find -
*  LOTS of things for kids to take home!
*  Extra Smoke Detector Batteries 111

IEE]' mﬂ Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

«  May Newsletters
L _'l &  Apr—June Portals of Prayer

. SERMONS
Recorded wvideos of Sermons (i}
Sermons can be found in on our Living Word YouT ube

channel (New London Living Word) at

hittps:/ fwarw youtube.com /@ newlond onlivingw or d8097 fstreams
Apr2  “Imagine Going Home"
Good Friday "What separates Christianity from ALL other beliefs”
Easter [We're VERY sorry, the Easter service did not get recorded]
Apr 16 “lesus alive after being dead changes everything!”
Apr 23 “"Holy Heartburn - and other lessons from the risen Jesus”
Mote:  We also recorded the memorial services for

Kevin Hokom and David Schleusner.

Still Available: Direct Deposit for ¥our Offerings

Living Word has the cpticn of an electronic option for making regular
offerings. Contri butions can be debited automatically from your check-
ing or savings account . Our electronic giving program offers conven-
ience for you and much-needed donation consistency for our congre-
gation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to
write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel,
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninter-
rupted basis. An authorization form and a “"Freguently Asked Ques-
tions"” fiyer are available from the church office.

Offering Envelopes Are Available for 2023

If wou like to use dated envelopes for your offerings, we have them
available. Just pick up a box of envelopes from under the mailboxes.
Write down the # of the box you picked up. Thanks!
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For every tax problem there is a solution which is straightforward, uncom plicated

and wrong.

Thot for a day:

Prayer...

Remember to use “The Prayer Force"

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or email
(pastor@livingwordlutheran. net) prayer reguests to Pastor David for
the Prayer Force prayer chain to include in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force”

Being a part of our prayer chain is a HUGELY important - and very sim-
ple - way you can serve God and His pecople! When a reguest to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards it via text message (or email for those who
don't have a cell phone). Then you simply inclede that request in your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yeah, | can do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day

P L S B s g
Remember to take a time-out to PRAY for things like... these VBS Prayers:

=  Thanking God for the Holy Spirit's work in the lives of our confirmands.
*  Thanking God for our Sunday School kids, teachers and Mona.

+ Thanking God for moms.

+ Thanking God for all who gave their lives serving our country.

»  fAsking God's blessing on our H.5. Youth fundraising efforts for their trip
»  Asking God for good weather for the planting and growing season.

= Thanking God for getting us through winter!

Asking God's guidance for our Building Committee.

Thanking God for the freedom to attend worship & Sunday School
Thanking God that His Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sends your way

=  Asking God for faith to stand for His Truth like Daniel’s 3 friends did!

+ Continued wisdom for guidance and decisions (BIG and small)

*  Asking God to humble you, seek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)

» God's protection, guidance, wisdom & courage for government leaders
*  The ministry of the Jastramsin lapan.

Thank You from the Jastrams..

We are 50 happy to have you as part of our mission-
ary team. Your support for LCMS mission work in
Asia means @ lot to us. Dan & loan Jastram

Read the current newsletter at:

https:/ /4 rl.com /IyrSctkb







