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Questions for Pastor...

Do we each have a “Guardian Angel™?

Th
re

B.

11.

iz question came up in a recent Bible study whenwe
ad this passage from Acts 12:

—
The night before Herod was to bring him o trial, -f_(_
Peter was sleeping between two saldiers, bound
with two chains, ond sentries stood guard at the entrance.

Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.
He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. Quick, getup!” he
soid, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.

Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals. " And
Peter did so. “Wrop your clook around you and follow me,” the angel
told him. 8 Peter followed him out of the prison, buthe hod no idea
that what the angel wos doing wos really happening; he thought he
was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and
came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself,
and they went through it. When they hod walked the length of one
street, suddenly the angel left him.

Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now | know without o doubt
that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's
clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would
happen.”

12. When this hod dawned an him, he went to the house af Mary the

maotheraf John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered
and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and @
servant named Rhoda come to answer the door. 14 When she
recognized Peter’s voice, she was 50 ovenoyed she ran bock without
opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!”™

15. “You're out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that

it was so, they soid, "It must be his angel.”

An angel plays a major part in that event, but it was the last five words “It
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must be his angel” that prompted the guestion above. That sentence
givesthe impression that the Christians who'd been praying for Peter
believed that Peter had a specific angel assigned to him.

lesus" own comment in the following passage from Matthew 18 also
leaves the impression that the kids He isreferring to have angels that
are assigned to them:

“See that you do not despise one af these little ones. For i tell you
that theirangels in heaven always see the foce of my Father in
heaven.”

Maowhere in the Bible is it specifically stated that we are limited toa
single angel whose job it is to follow us evenywhere - or that certain
angels are limited in their assignments to just a single person.
However, those two passages certainly do not rule out the idea that
there are “guardian” angels.

50, the short answer is: “it's possible. But we can't say for certain.”

Whether we have one or more assigned to us isn't the important
thing. Maybe Hebrews 1:14 sums up what's really important to
remember:

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to senve those who will
inherit salvation?

Angels are sent at God's command to serve us in whatever way God
knows we need. That tells us that it does no good for us to pray to
angels, since they are sent at God's direction - not ours. But, you can
certainly pray for God to send them! {And keep in mind that God
always knows exactly what we need, when we need it, and how.)

| The situation in the passage from

b _| Acts reminds us of another
important truth we see pretty
much every time angels are
mentioned: They are extremely
powerful beings-able to
accomplish things that are humanly
impossible! (I'm so thankful that
the angels God sends to protect me
are powerful warriors and NOT the cute, chubby toddlers we see
depicted on some Hallmark cards and paintings!)

Thanks for asking!
Pastor David

Send your questions tq pastor@livingwordlutheran. net



mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
http://livingwordlutheran.net

Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Morning Youth Study
Sundays @ 2:00
Bring friends |

Monthly Morning Women's Study:
Due to busy summer schedules, we will not meet during June July, and
August.

{; womens
Evening Women's Study QE" B
Is on Summer Break -

Sty
Men's Study
Last Study of the Summer—Tuesday, July 5 @ 6:30

{Come at 6:00 for Brats, etc..)
Who can you invite to join you?
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“Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can't be here in person: Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday services being livestreamed at

hitps /A voutube comdchannel/UCGoe L

WWHELZ v bhwis/featured

Confirmation News...

Swimming Outing - Saturday, July 3 @ Millers'

For the currentclass (those who completed 7th & 8th 2
Grade | AND those who will be starting confirmation [:ﬂnﬁ”“&“ﬂ"
thiz fall (those who have completed 5th & 6th Grade)

Checlke The PowerPoint ClickerPerson Schedule

Each student takes a turn operating the “clicker” that changes the
PowerPoint screens during Sunday Worship.

-

ﬁ,jl'z,

Be decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The road is paved with flat squirrels

who couldn't make a decision,

Wanted...

PLAYGROUMND TOY5 MEEDED

We are in need of replacing some of our playground toys, like hot
wheels or other small riding items. Items that are safe and in good
working order could be donated or possibly found at garage sales.

Thot for a day:
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m Sunday School News...
e y MARK YOUR CALEMNDARS FOR ...
VACATION BIBLESCHOOL

August 15-17

Monday-Wednesday and concludes on Thursday the 18th with our
"Big Kahuna" outing!

Living Word Lutheran Church
invites kids from age
3 Years - 6% Grade
to join us for

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!!!

August 15 - 17"
Monday- Wednesday

e ———

The kids will see God’s hand in Nature and
Science! We will look at
Why Water is important to life, Planting Seeds of
Faith, God and Jesus is our Rock and Seeing
God’s love in Summer Storms and more!!


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/featured

Independence Day “Humour”...

A MESSAGE FROM THE QUEEN
To the citizens of the United States of America
from Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

In light of your failure in recent years to nominate competent candidates
for President of the USA and thus to govern yourselves, we hereby give
notice of the revocation of your independence, effective immediately.
[You should look up 'revocation’ in the Oxford English Dictionary.)

Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il will resume monarchical duties
over all states, commonwealths, and territories (except Kansas, which she
does not fancy).

We will appoint a Governor for America without the need for further elec-
tions. It will of course be someone of proper English lineage, such as Dame
Judi Dench or Michael Caine, but most certainly not Simon Cowell.

Congress and the Senate will be disbanded. A guestionnaire may be circu-
lated next year to determine whether any of you noticed.

To aid in the transition to a British Crown dependency, the following rules
are introduced with immediate effect:

1. July 4th will no longer be celebrated as a holiday.

2. The letter 'U" will be reinstated inwords such as 'colour,’ favour,’
'labour' and 'neighbour.' Likewise, you will learn to spell "doughnut' with-
out skipping half the letters, and the suffix -ize' will be replaced by the
suffix -ise." Generally, you will be expected to raise your wocabulary to
acceptable levels. {look up "vocabulary').

3. Using the same twenty-seven words interspersed with filler noises such
as "like' and 'you know' is an unacceptable and inefficient form of commu-
nication. There is no such thing as U5, English. We will let Microsoft know
on your behalf. The Microsoft spell-checker will be adjusted to take into
account the reinstated letter 'u" and the elimination of -ize.'

4. You will learn to resclve personal issues without using guns, lawyers, or
therapists. The fact that you need so many lawyers and therapists shows
that you're not guite ready to be independent. Guns should only be used
for shooting grouse. If you can't sort things out without suing someone or
speaking to a therapist, then you're not ready to shoot grouse.

5. Therefore, you will no longer be allowed to own or carry anything more
dangerous than a vegetable peeler. Although a permit will be reguired if
you wish to carry a vegetable peeler in public.

E. All intersections will be replaced with roundabouts, and you will start
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I cleaned the house today, =o if you could stop living there, that'd be great.

Thot for a day:
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driving on the left side with immediate effect. At the same time, you will
go metric with immediate effect and without the benefit of conversion
tables. Both roundabouts and metrication will help you understand the
British sense of humour.

7. The former USA will adopt UK prices on petrol {which you have been
calling gasoling) of roughly 510/US gallon. Get used to it.

E. You will learn to make real chips. Those things you call French fries are
not real chips, and those things you insist on calling potato chips are
properly called crisps. Real chips are thick cut, fried in animal fat, and
dressed not with catsup but with vinegar.

5. The cold, tasteless stuff you insist on calling beer is not actually beer at
all. Henceforth, only proper British Bitter will be referred to as beer, and
Eurocpean brews of known and accepted provenance will be referred to as
Lager. South African beer is also acceptable, as they are pound for pound
the greatest sporting nation on earth and it can only be due to the beer.
They are also part of the British Commonwealth - see what it did for them.

American brands will be referred to as Near-Frozen Gnat's Urine, so that
all can be sold without risk of further confusion.

10. Hollywood will be reguired occasionally to cast English actors as good
guys. Hollywood will also be reguired to cast English actors to play English
characters. Watching Andie Macdowell attempt English dialect in Four
Weddings and a Funeral was an experience akin to having one's ears re-
moved with a cheese grater.

11. You will cease playing Americanfootball. There is only one kind of
proper football; you call it soccer. Those of you brave enough will, intime,
be allowed to play rugby (which has some similarities to Amerian football,
but does not involve stopping for a rest every twenty seconds or wearing
full Kevlar body armour like a bunch of nancies).

12. Further, you will stop playing baseball. It is not reasonable to host an
event called the World Series for a game which is not played outside of
America. Since only 2.1% of you are aware there is @ world beyond your
borders, your error is understandable. You will learn cricket, and we will
let you face the South Africans first to take the sting out of their deliveries.

13. Aninternal revenue agent (i.e. tax collector) from Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment will be with you shortly to ensure the acquisition of all monies
due (backdated to 1776).

14. Daily Tea Time begins promptly at 4 p.m. with proper cups, with sau-
cers, and never mugs, with high guality biscuits (cookies) and cakes; plus
strawberries (with cream) when in season

God Save The Queen



Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the
Znd Sunday of each month. Place them in the purple container by the
door atchurch. Thank to everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :

¢ Reod With Me Bibles for toddlers

¢ Todoy’s Light Devotional Bible

« 1000orsoKey Chapter Bible Reading Booklets

¢ The July—Sept Portals of Prayer are available
mid-lune in your mailbox or on the “free stuff” table.

Recorded videos of Sermons
Sermons can be found in on our Living Word
YouTube channel (Mew London Living Word) at

SERMONS

hitps: /M youtube . comfchannel /UCGIe - o)
WylEUZ FvCYebhwigfvideos

¢« lune 5 “The Best Gift You Can Pray for God to Give™

«  June 12 “& Great Example Dogs Setfor Us!”

« June 19 “We Know We Should Be Holy' - but Why?”

o lune 26 “An Invitation from Jesus to Accept This Summer”™

still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings

Living Word has the option of an electronic option for making
regular offerings. Confributions can be debited automatically from
your checking or savings account .

Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and
much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no long-
er need towrite out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And,
when travel, illness or other circumstances preventyou from attend-
ing services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue
on anuninterrupted basis.

An authorization form and a “Frequently Asked Questions”
flyer are available fromthe church office.

Offering Envelopes Are Available for 2022

If wou like to use dated envelopes for your offerings, we have them
available. Just pick up a box of envelopes from under the mailboxes.
Write down the # of the box you picked up. Thanks!
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"Morm al" is just a setting on a washing machine.

Thot for a day:
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Lutheran Island Camp...
Has a FULL Summer Schedule !!!

The summer camp of the Minnesota Morth District congregations (like
Living Word) is back in action with a full schedule this summer!

Check out the camp-schedule poster at church go to
wwnwislandcamp.org for complete descriptions and pricing infor-
mation. Camp Scholarships are Available!

PRAYER

Prayer... ,

Remember to use “The Prayer Force”

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or
email (pastor@ livingwordlutheran.net) prayer requests to Pastor David
for the Prayer Force prayer chain to include in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force”

Being a partof our prayer chain is a HUGELY important - and very sim-
ple- way you can serve God and His people! When a request to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards itvia text message (or email for those who
don’t have acell phone). Then you simply include that request inyour
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yesh, | can do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
{ins?imd by Luke 11:9: "o I say fo ywou, Ask and it will be ghven fo you;
=l

nd you will fing: knock and the door will be apened o you™)

Remember to take a time-out to PRAY for things like... these VBS Prayers:

Our Mational Youth Gathering Attendees!

Thanking God for His love in sending Jesus to die to set us free from sin!
Thanking God for our Freedom (and all who serve to keep us free)!
Thanking God for Roe vWade being overturned!

Healing for everyone whao's had an abortion.

Asking God's continued guidance for our Building Committee.

Asking God to provide safe travel for all who are vacationing

Thanking God for those elected in June to serve on our MBT.

Thanking God that His Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.

God to show you opportunities to Share His Love in Practical Ways.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sendsyour way

God's protection, guidance, wisdom & courage for government leaders
Continued wisdom for guidance and decisions (BIG and small)
Protection and boldness in witness for all persecuted Christians

The ministry of the lastrams in lapan



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/videos
http://islandcamp.org
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Mark Your Calendars...

Mission 8& Ministry Team
Thursday, July 14th @ 6:30 p.m.
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

5th —8th Grade Swimming Outing
SATURDAY, JLLY S

[After Moon - Time TBA) at Miller's

Bring a snack and a friend!

Hot dogs and hamburgers are provided!

Trap-Shooting Fellowship 2022

We meet the Znd and 4th Wednesdays of Juby
with supper at 6200 and shooting at 6:30

July Saturday Shoot:

Julhy 23

Lunch at noon.

Shooting from 12:30- 1:30
REMINDER: Caily prizes!
Plus an end-ofthe-year Grand Prize!
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Upcoming FUN Stuff...

>

+ Green Lake Cruise- June 26th @ 2:00

=< RESCHEDULED for July 10th @ 2:00
i i | *we need more people to sign up due to the re-
scheduled date.

» Stingers’ Game -luly 24th
Picnic begins at4:05 (Game @ 5:05)
+ Rezerved-Seat Game Ticket
+ Allyoucan-eat Ballpark Buffet
*we need more people to sign up for the game & picnic

+ Hinterland Vineyards
- Saturday, August 6th

« Big Kahuna
- Thursday, August 18th
Talk to Marcia for details on any of these outings!

Building Committee...

At our June meeting

*  We discussed the benefits of having a Feasibility Study conducted
by Mark Davy and Associates. We will present this to the July
MMT.

* We finalized details on investing 540,000 of the Building Fund
money in a2-year C0N@ 2 1/8% with Lutheran Church Extension
Fund

« We reviewed an estimate for an electronic sign from Quick Signs

¢ We approved ordering 2 new entry doors for the building’s south
side.

We meet next on: Thursday, July 28 @ 6:30

Communion Notes... *I
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in July on the e_—{, il o
1st and 3rd Sundays—July 3rd and July 17th. _OMMUNION

Those who are not comfortable coming to the altar should informan
Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to you in your pew.

Reminder: Gluten-free bread wafers are available for those who have
gluten-sensitive conditions. You will find these wafers in a separate cup
in the communion fray.

UL B O yuL'Te Senie wiien vou s iEn o guoiinng yuor s

don't know you're guoting yourself.

a dﬁ'}r':

71’ %,(Z"C?‘ILI/C? ce 3&"{/ "4

is a time to remember our
freedoms and thank God for them.

ps

WIERE CALLID T




From the Lutheran Witness...

Celebrating our dependence

by Rosie Adle

Independence. Freedom. Autonomy. Self-determination. We salute
these values as we wizh our country another “happy birthday.” And we
don't just celebrate these priorities on a national level; they're person-
al, too. Our culture insists that we should strike outon our own, find
ourselves, and define who we are. But what if all of this isn't as great as
it sounds?

The flip side of independence is isolation. The flip side of freedom is
friendlessness. The flip side of autonomy is every-man-for-himself.

5o while we blow out the candles on dear USA's cake, we may revel in
the fact that we are freer, more independent, and maore autonomous
than ever, but we should listen past the sparkling crackle of the fire-
works to hear the booming truths of our time. We are more medicated
for things like depression and anxiety than ever before. llicit drug use
and suicide rates continue to increase. We rack up debt notaonly as a
nation but also asindividuals. Our modern muskets are aimed, but the
pursuitof happiness continues to feel like a hunt without a kill.

God did not create us for independence or autonomy. He created us to
ke His people, and thiz defines us. The freedom He grants is not the
zame as the world’s “freedom.”

In fact, our God is a triune God, and thus there iz a community in the
Godhead itself: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And we are created in
God's image. When God created Adam, He said, “It is not good that the
man should be alone; | will make him a helper fitfor him"™ (Gen. 2:18).
God created Bve for Adam. He blessed mankind saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28). The first great
commission is the opposite of independence — it is to cre-

ate dependents. It also creates dependence, as family members are
designed to rely upon one another.

Reading further, we see that the first humans to make a mad dash for
autonomy weren't actually Americans. They were Adam and Eve, and it
didn’t go well for them. The deceiver tempted Eve to crave the wrong
kind of freedom, to desire what God had forbidden. Adam sealed the
self-defining deal and brought sin into the world. Freshh~fallen Adam
and Eve were clothed in fur skins and sent off as colonists to a new
world they wouldn't enjoy much on account of the cursed ground
thorns and thistles, pain and sweat.

Adam and Bve's attempt at “self-determination” did not live up to their
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expectations. But God was merciful. The cure that God provided for
Adam and Eve and their children was not “self-determination,” but
rather His own “re-determination” of them — and us — through the
death and resurrection of His Son Jesus.

This is the freedom found in Christ restoration to the divine communi-
ty. The Holy Spirit is sent to guide us through the Son back to the Fa-
ther. When we are baptized into God's name (“Father, Son and Holy
Spirit") we are adopted intothe heavenly family, along with all of the
other saints. Mo longer independent. Mo longer sslfdetermining ar
autonomous. Because of grace, we were then, and remain now, under
God. That's worth celebrating!

Thank You...

If you have someone you'd like to offer thanks to, just email Scott at
webmaster @livingwordlutheran.net

I came, I saw, I forgot what [ was doing. Retraced my steps, Got lost on the way

back. Mow I have no idea what's going on.

Thot for a day:

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

I'm trading my sorrows, I'm trading my
shame.. I'm laying them down for the

After reflecting on a national history oOf highs
and lows_. wars, Victories, defeats, moments
of national pride, and shames., Uncle Sam
BURST INTO PRAISE, realizing the truth
GOD’'S GRACE IS OUR HOPE personally and
as a NATION



mailto:webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net

July 2022 - Daily Readings

This month we accept Jesus’ imvitation to *“Come with me privately to an isolated place
and rest a while." as we “get away” to spend tme Jesus reading the Gospel of
Mark. We move to the Old Testament and read the book of Daniel to end the month.

July 3 Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

Juy 4 Mark 1

July 5 Mark 2

July 6 Mark 3

July T Mark 4

Juy 8 Mark5s

Juy 9 Mark 51-29

July 10 Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

July 11 Mark 6:30-56

July 12 Mark 7

July 13 Mark 8

July 14 Mark 9

July 15 Mark 10

Juiy 16 Mark 11

Juty 17 Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

July 18 Mark 12

July 13-

July 20

July 21

July 22

July 23

July 24

July 25

July 26

July 27

July 28

July 29

July 30

July 31

Aug 1

Aug 2

Aug 3

Aug 4

Aug S

Aug B

Mark 13

Mark 141-31

Mark 14:32-T0

Mark15

Mark 16

Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

Daniel1

Daniel 2

Daniel 3

Daniel 4

Darniel 5

Daniel &

Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

Danied 7

Daniel 8

Cariel 9

Danied 10

Daniel 11

Daniel 12




July 2022 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday
3 4 5
YOUTH GATHERING
SEND-OFF
w;gﬁn;ggmm%mq- 0 6:30 - MEN’S
OMMLNION STUDY
10 11 12
9:00 - WORSHIP
NATIONAL YOUTH
GATHERING NATIONAL YOUTH
9:00- WORSHIP !
w/Communion [lov @
OMMLINION
2:00 - GREEN LAKE
CRUISE
24 25 26
9:00 - WORSHIP
4:00- WILLMAR
STINGERS PICNIC &
GAME
3 Aug 1 Aung 2

9:00 - WORSHIP

Wednesday

13

6:00 TRAP SHOOT

(With Brats, etc.).

GATHERING

20

7

6:00 TRAP SHOOT

(With Brats, etc.).

Thursday Friday
7 5
Missop
14 .-_51.'!:".!.r:'.:.rrl|.' 15
5:30 - ELDERS’
TEAM
6:30 - MISSION &
MINISTRY
TEAM
21 22
28 29
6:30 BUILDING
COMMITTEE

Saturday

9

TBA S 8

SWIMMING
@ Miller's

NATIONAL
YOUTH
GATHERING

16

23

NOON:
TRAP SHOOT
(with lunch)

30

Aug 3




Upcoming Schedules...

After-Worship Fellowship

We've had requests to re-start our after-worship fellowship time

{complete with coffee, juice, and maybe even goodies).
COORDINATOR MEEDED

Here's what that would involve:

+ Putting together a rotating schedule of Fellowship Servers.

+ Reminding servers of their date to serve.

+ Making sure there are cups, plates, napkins, etc... to use.

If you could take on this ministry to our congregation, there are LOTS

of folks who would be extremely grateful for your effort!

Usher Schedule
Iuly e Wendy & Lonny Robbin
July 10 Open
July 17 Larry Levin
June 24 Open
July 31 Open
USHERS MEEDED AGAIMN:

Since we are back to “normal” after covid restrictions, we are
in need of ushers togreet people at the door as well as to ush-
er people to the altar for communion.

Please sign up at church on the table by the door [you can
choose which type of ushering you are interested in!

Scripture Readers
MOTE: Pastor David will read the Scriptures in Worship untl COVID

restrictions are eased

Elders

July 3, 10, loe & Duane
July 17,24, 31 Steve
Custodian

July WYolunteers needed
Aupust Living Word Youth

PowerPoint Operator

July 3 wWill
July 10 Autumn
July 17 Alex
July 24 Kala

July 31 Carson
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I couldn't hear you, so I'll just laugh and hope it wasn't 3 question.

Thot for a day:
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Mursery Accompanying Musicians

{ Volunteers needed - please July 3 Sharon Willen

talk to Mona H.) July 10 ScottWachter
July17 Pam Johnson

Make A Meal Volunteers July 24 ScottWachter

July Bonnie Hansen July 31 Open

Altar Guild

July Mona Hjelle

Spring Voter's Meeting....

... was held after worship on June 5. The Spring Assembly is our annual
election to fill Mission and Ministry positions. We elected members to
2-year terms in the following positions:

*  Chairman - Tim Geer

*  Vice Chair - |Position open)
s Stewardship - {Position open)
s Secretary - Wendy Robbin
*  Trustee - Lonny Robhbin

*+  Elders - Steve Wulf,

[two positions still open)
- Violet Dauk & Sarah Olson
- Tammmy Miller

¢ Christian Growth - Youth
«  Community Qutreach

Please thank these people for serving and keep them in your prayers!

Seen on Church Signboards...
If we're not hungry for Jesus

It probably means we're TOO
FULL... (Ofourselves!)

July Discipleship Verse...

Bless those who persectite you,

| bless and do not curse.
Romans 12:14




Independence Day...

By Ja=on inman from Life_Church
4 Ways July 4th Can Be Like Freedom in Christ

July 4th reminds me of freedom in Christ. |
promise, this isn't some smelly mixture of
patriotiern and Christianity. | just think there’s
some powerful imagery in Independence Day.
Let me explain.

First, why does America celebrate the 4th of

July?S5omething about apple pie, explosions

in the sky, baseball games, and BBO flames,

right? Mo. On July 4, 1776, thirteen colonies

in Morth Armerica decided they were done

paying their taxes and over their allegiance to the King of England. Colo-
nial leaders got together to write the Declaration of Independence and
then sign it into being. The Revolutionary War had already begun, but
this was a statement of unity and determination to gain freedom from
England’s rule. You might recognize this portion:

We hold these truths to be selfevident, thatall men are created equal,
that they are endowsad by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

—The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
50, here are 4 reasons July 4th reminds me of freedom In Christ.

1. It's a gift. For all living Americans, July 4th is a gift. We didn'tearn
it—we received it from the people who lived, led, and died to fight for
it. Everyone who gets a gift has two questions. First, “Whao is it from?”
Second, "“What does itdo?” My freedomin Christ is from Jesus. | didn’t
earn it. He died for it. That's who it's from, but what does it

do? Galatians 5:1 reminds me, it's for freedom we've been ==t free.
What does my freedom do? Give more freedom. It's freedom for me,
ry marriage, my kids, my friends, my coworkers, and my neighbors. |
was given this gift to share.

2. It's a mid-war declaration. July 4, 1776 came only about a year after
the revolutionany war began and about six years before it would finalby
end. Yet, it's the single mostrevered day of American history. This re-
minds me of battles we face. You may be fighting for your marriage,
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I really am going to conguer my problem with procrastinating. You just wait and see.

Thot for a day:
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struggling financially, or just trying to raise godly kids. Either way, it
may be time to make a mid-war declaration of your freedomin Christ.

3. it's a celebration of restoration. Remember apple pie, explosions in
the sky, baseball games, and BBO flames? All to celebrate liberty once
lost—but now found. Humans love to celebrate finding lost things be-
cause we were made in God's image, and God parties big for restora-
tion. Jesus told a story about this called the Prodigal Son. When the son
came home, the Father killed his best cow and threw a party (Luke
15:11-24). lesus even suggests angels celebrate in heaven when some-
one discovers freedom in Christ (Luke 15:10). And what happens when
we all meet Jesus? A glorious supper (Revelation 19:16-17).

4. It's united. The Declaration of Independence was written by thirteen
different colonies, but within the document, they are called “we.”

“We hold these truths to be self-evident .. lesus set you and me free
as individuals, but we live out this freedom as His Church. One body
with many parts (1 Corinthians 12:1-27). When your “I” becomes “we,”
it's amazing what we can accomplish.

Simple Ways to Lift Your Spiritual Life...

Take Jesus up on His invitation:
“Come with me privately to an isokoted place and rest a while.”
Mark 6:31

Get “away” with lesus by reading through the Gospel of Mark this
month! Take special note of the specific things lesus has power aver!

Congratulations!...

« 2022 Grads!

Please email pastor@|livingwordlutheran.net if there’s someone you'd
like us to extend congratulations to.



mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Email Humor...

Note: This funny wasn't from Pastor David... but it cowld have been’!

Iy wife claims I'm a baseball fanatic. She says all | ever read about is
baseball. &ll | ever talk about is baseball. All | ever think about is base-
ball.

| told her she's way off base.
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The Sunday school lesson for the day was about Noah's Ark, 5o the pre-
school teacher in our Kentucky church decided to get her small pupils
involved by playing a game in which they identified animals.

"I'm going to describe something to you. Let's see if you can guess what
itis. First: I'm furry with a bushy tail and | like to climb trees.”

The children loocked at her blankly.

"l also like to eat nuts, especially acorns.”

Mo response. This wasn't going well atall!

"I'm usually brown or grey, but sometimes | can be black or red.”

Desperate, the teacher turned to a perky four-year-old who was usually
good about coming up with the answers.

"Michelle, what do you think?"

Michelle looked hesitantly at her classmates and replied, "Well, | know
the answer has to be Jesus — but it sure sounds like a sguirrel to mel”

LWL MEETING:

LWML News... ;ﬁ_-

Due to busy summer schedules, LWL will not |
meet in May, June July, and August.
MEXT LWML MEETING: Wednesday, September 14th at 10:00a.m.

SHOES FOR MISSIONS:

This is a continuing fundraiser for Lutheran Island
Camp. Please bring shoes, boots, slippers, sandals
{in rubber banded pairs, or with shoestrings tied) to
church, and place them inthe SHOES FOR MISSIONS

box near the enfrance.
Church Clean-up...
P Ejurch

You can sign up totake on any of these “cleaning”
projects. They can be completed any time that
works for you (there won'tbe a designated “Clean
Up Day").

« CLEAM /ORGAMIZEWEST FURMACE ROOM

One summer evening during a violent thunderstorm a mother was
tucking her son into bed. She was about to turn off the light when he
asked with atremor in his voice, "Mommmy, will you sleep with me to-
night?"

The mother smiled and gave hima reassuring hug. "l can't dear," she
zaid. "l have to sleep in Daddy's room.”

A long silence was broken at last by his shaky little voice: "The big sis-

gy

Church Choir...

36t
Back in September! CHOI

R

I'm a multitasker. I can listen, ignore and forget all at the same time!

Thank You from the Jastrams..

We are so happy to have you as part of our missionary team. Your sup-
port for LCMS mission work in Asia means a lot to us.
Dan & loan Jastram

Read the current newsletter at

htt inyurkcom /Se 2bB68 7

Thot for a day

Youth Gathering...

The Mational Youth Gathering is finally here!
- ON TO HOUSTOM!

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way to make this possible.
Please keep the Group inyour prayers!

Youth attending: Chaperones:
Moah Miller, Becky Sarsland,
Lewi Miller, Mike Pacik
Zoe Rustad, Jason Miller.
Lexi Macik

Alison Sarsland.


http://tinyurl.com/5e2b8687

A Minute for Couples...

{fromthe Prepare-Enrich blog)

Will you marry me? "Til death do us part. | do.
For better or for worse. In sickness and in
health.

What do these phrases all have in common?
Well, we tend to associate all of them with com-
mitment. While what they signify is important,
at the end of the day, they're just words. Com-
mitmentcan be present even without a formal
ceremony or vows, and it can be absent even with those things. The
game-changer is how you live out your commitment to each other —
the actions and attitudes that reinforce the verbal expression. Here are
five ways to show commitment.

The obvious one — love, honor, and resped

This seems like a no-brainer. If it's something you do without even
thinking about it, that's great! Howewver, it's not uncommon to need a
reminder every now and then. In those times, we make a choice to
treat our spouse with love and respect even when we aren’t necessari-
Iy feeling so loving toward each other. Intentionally loving each other,
when you or your spouse are not atyour best or when you're going
through atough season demonstrates the unconditional commitment
that you expressed in your vows.

Investing in your relationship

This can take many forms. It could be doing premarital counseling or
going to counseling even after you're married, It might be workingon
yourself to be a better spouse and supporting each other in doing so.
It's prioritizing each other and your relationship through all the crazi-
ness that life throws at you. The general idea here is that yvou continue
to put in the effort to grow together and strengthen your relationship,
instead of becoming complacent. This shows that vou care about the
guality of your marriage just as much as the longevity.

Following through

It could be something as simple as calling when you said yvou would or
completing a task you started. Or perhaps it's something bigger like
working to become a better communicator or adjusting your spending
habits to reach afinancial goal. Whatever it may be, following through
on the things you initiate = not only reflective of vour ability to “walk
the walk”, it alzo shows your partner that their trust in you —and not
|etting them down— is important. Being dependable reinforces and
strengthens this frust.
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Seeing the bigger picture during conflict

You're going to have conflict. But when you're committed to each oth-
er, that conflict is just a burmp in the road on your bigger journey to-
gether —not a deal-breaker or something to be feared. You have a
desire towork through it together, not just to get it over with, but for
the better of your relationship in the long-term. Feeling secure in the
fact that you're both all in, no matter what, can give you the perspec-
tive you need to resolve conflicts in more productive ways.

Showing commitment even when your partner isn't present
Commitment isn't just something you display whenyour partner is
there to witneszit. It also shows up inyour actions around others. For
example, instead of complaining about their negative qualities around
your children, relatives, and friends, you haold each other in high regard
and speak kindly of one another. Or you respect the privacy and
boundaries of your relationship by not sharing private matters with
others. Even when you're by yourself, you can live out your commit-
ment by thinking of your spouse asyou go about your day. Maybe you
pick up their favorite dessert on your way home from work, or you
turn down plans with a friend, because you know they wanted to
spend some quality time together. Showing your commitment even
when your spouse isn't present is a crucial part of living out your vows.

When we think about what goes into a strong marriage, our mind
often goes to things like good communication or staying connected.
And thaose things are very important. But underlying everything is com-
mitment. We can express it through words, but our actions are what
make it a sustaining force in our relationship.

Thot for a day: always give 100%. Unless you're giving blood.

Thank God For...
You've seenour sign board out by THm GD_D EO_B e |I

the road with the beginning of a LAl il b
sentence: “Thank God For...” whor iy “ il ,L.!|,|I_|I ”

Each week we'd like to change the '“ E.SM I I”“
h kwe'd like toch th %vmml.[llyl

ending of that sentence to encour- T

age people who drive pastto re- pE———— IErrrrrHrk|
member that God is the giver of all
good things- especially things we take for granted.

*  Summer Worship Time (3:00)

« LIFE!

+« Mational Youth Gathering Attendees !

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence in Juby.



Email Wisdom...

LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
addresses the Supreme Court's Dobbs v. Jackson decision:

“This Is the day that the Lord has made; iet us rejoice and be giad in it”
(Psalm 11B:24).

Todayis a monumental day, a day on which we simulta necusly rejoice,
pray, give thanks, lament, repent and weep. The Supreme Court re-
versed Roe v. Wade and returned the responsibility for protecting life
to the states. "Held: The Constitution does not confer a right to abor-
tion; Roe and Casey are overruled; and the authority to regulate abor-
tion is returned to the people and their elected representatives”
(SCOTUS, Dobbs v. Jackson, 1).

“IThe Lord] has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalt-
ed those of humble estate” (Luke 1:52).

Today is also the Church's feast day, the Nativity of 5t. John the Bap-
tist, the forerunner of Christ. These two events are a happy conver-
BEMCE.

Today we celebrate the birth of the one who, before he was born,
leaped in joyful Spirit-inspired confession when his mother met the
mother of his unborn Lord. Today we take comfort in our Lord's un-
born forerunner and in the unborn Savior. We also rejoice at the re-
sounding victory for life in the United States. Many of us long doubted
it would ever come. The Lord has had mercy upon us, 8ven us, sinmners
all, even in these times.

Today we continue to speak out against the evil of abortion, which
many will conti nue to practice and advocate in states bent on death.
Many who have been misled by the father of lies and the culture of
death greet this day with weeping and gnashing of teeth. Today we
continue to sing that the Lord “has visited and redeemed his people”
[Luke 1:68).

Today we pray for unborn children who remain unprotected in many
states. Today, in many places, the abortion industry continues to kill
unborn children and welcomes those from states where such killing is
illegal. Today we take comfort that by the Lord's hand “we shouwld be
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us™ (Luke
1:71).

Today we repent of our own lack of love for the least, the last and the
lost, for mothers in need and families facing crises. Today we celebrate
God's gift of the one He sent to “go before the Lord to prepare his
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Every morning I announce that I'm going jogging, but then I don't. It's a running

joke.

Thot for a day
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ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of
their sins” [Luke 1:.76-77).

Today we recommit to love all, unborn and born. Today we receive the
sunrise from on high, “to give light to those who sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death” [Luke 1:79).

Today we proclaim: Repent and believe the Good News that Jesus
Christ, conceived by the Spirit, formed in the womb and born of the
virgin Mary, died and rose for sinners. That includes all of us. Today we
give thanks for John who preached repentance and pointed to the
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29).

Today we lovingly invite all to listen to Jesus’ call, “repent and beliewe
in the gospe!™ (Mark 1:15). If you hawe caused an abortion, the taking
of life, there is forgiveness inJesus! Don't be hardened in sin or advo-
cate for more sins. Today you have hope in the One whose way John
the Baptist prepared. Jesus is for sinners. Come join the rest of us for-
given sinners! Jesus is for you! You need not have a bad conscience!
Repent and believe the Good Mews of God's love for you in Jesus.

Today we lament that the U.5. Supreme Court continues to deny the
unborn the legally recog nized right to life. Even though Roe v. Wade
has fallen, states can still allow the killing of unborn children. Today we
pray that more unborn will leap for joy in the womb, as 5t. John did.

Today, even as we rejoice, we weep that U.5. policy continues to pro-
mote abortion globally. Today we bend our knees in prayer.

0O Lord, “let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ev-
er-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24). The Lord preceded His Son, our Savior,
with a forerunner. We pray that today's decision points ahead to the
day when every state advances the cause of life and expands protec-
tions for unborn children.

Lord have mercy upon us.
Matthew C. Harrison
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Church Wice

Karl Zorowski

For the time will come when people
will not
ln{?ny Il gathe he
will gather around them
a great number of teachers to sy
what their itchin-g ears want o hear,

up with sound doctrine.
, to suit their own desires,

= 2 Timoty 3




Opportunities to Serve...

Help With Our Nursery
We need acouple more volunteers to help with our during-worship
nursery (2-6 year olds). Pleasze talk to Mona Hjelle if you can help.

Pick Your Month for you {or your family) to be our Church Custodian:
We are still in need of volunteers for July, October, November, &
December. Talk to our Trustee, Steve Wulf, to sign up or find out
more details.

Make A Meal
One of the best (and simplest) ways to share Jesus’ love is by making a
meal for someone who is going through a tough
time. Please call Pastor David or our July Make-
a-Meal volunteer Bonnie Hansen if you know of
someone who would appreciate a meal.

We are also looking for a person to be the

Make-a-Meal coordinator - The coordinator is MOT responsible for
making the meals, but rather notifies the meal makers when a meal is
needed and then arranges for the meal to be delivered. Ifyou could be
that person, please talk to Pastor David. Thanks!

Remember to use our “We Prayved for You” program...
We'd like to send out a card or two each week to people
we prayed for during worship.

We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail the cards.
If vou could help, talk to Pastor David

Operate our new Video Camera. ..
to record the worship service that we livestream and later upload our
YouTube channel {Mew London Living Word). Talk to Pastor David if
you can help outwith this- at leastone Sunday a month. (Hint It's not
difficult!)

Remember the Teal's Rebate Program. ﬂ_
Teal's Grocery gives a 1% rebate toeligible

organizations. There's a teal-colored box on the back-wall table where
you can put in your receipts.

Donate to Living Word when you order from Amazon

Amazon donates0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com pur-
chases fo Living Word. Use this link to have your purchases support
LivingWord: htips://smile.amazon.comy/ch/41-1513306
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I always say "Thank you" o Alexa so that when the machines take over they know

I'm nice,
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Custodian Volunteers Needed.
Pick Your Maonth for you {or your family) to be our

o
Mowvember and December. Talk to our Trustee, Lonnie .m'

Church Custodian:
Robbin, to sign up or find out more details.

We are still in need of volunteers for.. July, October,

Thanks to our Mational Youth Gathering attendees for covering the
months of May, lune, August and September!

Story Behind The Song...

This luby Fourth holiday, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” written
more than 160 years ago in the early years of the Civil War, will be
played by bands, marched to in parades, and, as it appearsin

500 hymnals, will be sung in churches across the country.

Patriotic songs have the power to bring people together in a musical
celebration of unity and love of country. But what do people sing when
their country tears itself apart? That was the unhappy circumstance
during the American Civil War, which lasted from 1861-1865. For four
years, the fate of the country hungin the balance as two parts of Amer-
ica took aim at each other.

In 1860, American voters elected Abraham Lincoln as president. Alt-
hough he persanally hated slavery, Lincoln promised not to interfere
with the slave system in southern states.

Most Southerners, however, were convinced his true goal was to end
slavery and control the South. One by one these states seceded, or
broke away, fromthe United States to form the Confederate States of
America. As president, Lincoln felt duty-bound to fight to keep “the
Union” together; the South vowed to fight for its independence.

In Movember 1861, a woman named Julia Ward Howe and her husband
visited Washington, D.C. While there, Howe, a published poet, heard
Union troops belting out a wellFknown marching song called “John
Brown's Body,” after the famous abolitionist, John Brown. A preacher
standing with Howe encouraged her to write new lyrics to the tune.

“I replied that | had often wished to do s0,” Howe later wrote. “I...
awoke the next morning in the gray of the early dawn, and to my
astonishment found that the wished-for lines were arranging them-
selves in my brain. | lay guite still until the last verse had completed
itself in my thoughts, then hastily arose, saying to myself, | shall lose
this if | don't write it down immediately. |... began to scrawd the lines
almost without looking.... Having completed this, | lay down again and


https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306

fell asleep, but not before feeling that something of importance had
happened to me.”

That “something of importance” proved to be the words to the
“Battle Hymn of the Republic.” In February 1862, she sold her poem
to the Atlantic Monthly, a wellFknown magazine, for five dollars+

It would prove to be one of the most influential publications in the
history of the Atlantic Monthly. The "Battle Hymn" has inspired gen-
erations of activists.

For decades, listeners of evangelist Billy Graham's weekly radio pro-
gram heard “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” during “The Hour of
Decision.”

On April 3, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Ir. rose to speak insupport
of striking sanitation warkers in Memphis, Tennessee. "l want you to
know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land,"
King announced. "and I'mhappy, tonight. I'm not worried about any-
thing. I'm not fearing any man." And then he closed in his rical
voice: "Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.” The
next day he lay dying from an assassin's bullet. The last line that King
ever spoke in public was from "The Batle Hymn of the Republic.” It
was a fitting finale to the life of a great American because the story of
the "Batile Hyrn" is the story of the United States.

The sangiz a hallowed treasure and a second national anthem. We
have turned fo it repeatedly in national crises. The "Battle Hymn" has
inspired suffragists and labor organizers, civil rights leaders and now-
elists—like John Steinbeck in The Grapes of Wrath.

But mostof all, the "Battle Hymn" is a warrior's cryand a call to arms.
In the "Battle Hymn," there is no separation of church and state. The
United States iz a divine vessze| propelled on the rough seas by the
breath of God.

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;

He is trampling out the vintoge where the gropes of wroth are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:

His truth &5 marching on.

{Chorus}
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Giory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

| hove seen Himin the watdhfires of o hundred circling comps,
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and domps;
{ con read His nighteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps:
His doy is marching on. (Chorus)
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{ have read a fiery gospelwrit in bumished mws af steel:

"As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal”;
Let the Hero, borm of woman, crush the serpent with his hed,
Since God is marching on. {Charus)

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never coll retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgmentseat;
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! Be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching an. (Chorus)

in the beauty of the lilies Christ was bom across the sea,

With a glary in His bosom that fransfigures you and me.

As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free [15]
While God & marching on. {Chorus}

Editor’s note: Mo shortage of versions of this song, but one of my
favorites is by Anthem Lights at hitps:/ /voutw. be /2 T-T4dCIWED
Here is a classic performance is by Johnny Cash with the Carter Fami-
Iy and the Statler Brothers at https: //voutu.be/h2 3FtcpkoU
BOMUS MUSIC: To celebrate July 4th here are the Petersens per-
forming the Star Spangled Banner hitps:/fvoutu.be/mZATr DaCy

Thot for a day: & short nap once in a while can prevent old age.., especially while driving.

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

"*Man shall not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.”" Mt 4.4

CETRYOURINCSESTNTORTHEAWORDS


https://youtu.be/9T-T4dCjWF0
https://youtu.be/h23jFtcpkOU
https://youtu.be/rnZA7r_DaCY

