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Questions for Pastor...

“Why do we celebrate Christmas, since God
didn"t command us to do that.”

It's true that nowhere in the Bible do we find God
commanding us to take time out each year to
commemorate the birth of His Son. (Likewise there are
no commands to celebrate Maundy Thursday or Good
Friday. Meither iz there a command to celebrate lesus’ Resurrection -
although the early Christians set the example of celebrating it every week
by gathering for worship on Sunday )

50, why do we set aside time every year to celebrate Christmas and these
other events?

There are several reasons, but the chief ones are found in Exodus chapter
thirteen in God's explanation to the Israelites about why they are to
celebrate the Passover every vear:

On that day tell your son, ‘I do this becouse of whot the Lord did for
me when | come out of Egypt.” This obsenance will be for you like a
sign on yourhand and @ reminder on your farehead that this lowof
the Lord is to be on yvour lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt
with his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance ot the appointed
time yearafteryear....

“In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?*
say to him, "With a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of Bgypt, ouf
of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbormnly refusad o lef us go,
the Lord killed the firsthomn af both people and animals in Bgypt This
is why | sacrifice to the Lord the first male offspring of every womb
ond redeem each of my firstbarm sons.” And it will be like a sign on
your hand and o symbal on your forsheod that the Lord brought us
outof Egyot with his mighty hand.”

In short, comme morating on a yearly basis certain things God has done &
away to:
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1. Force us tonever forget about what God did!
2. Force us to tell our kids about what God did!

And, | would add, that yearly Sunday School Christmas programs force
our kids to remind us of what God did!

Quite often, unless we have a day scheduled on the calendar that
forces us to stop and remember what God has done, well, thanking
Him and telling our kids {and grandkids) about it will be a “good
intention” that never becomes reality.

So, please take time out to be reminded {and to tell your kids) that
Christmas isn't really about Santa and getting material presents. It's
about the day that God came to earth to be prezent with us in the
person of His Son Jesus!

Thanks for asking!
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Who Can You Invite?...

Two of the prophesies about the
u' EI]IIE ht us 3 Messiah talk of Him as being a “Light

to the Gentiles.” People who are
living without Jesus are living in the
dark- and that's no way to lvel

Those of us who believe that Jesus is
truly the “Light of the World” (and
our only Savior) have the privilege of being like “mirrors” - reflecting
the Light of Jesus to those around us.

One great way we can reflect that Light is by a simple invitation to
friends, neighbors, relatives. Invite them to join you for one of our
special services this Christmas.

Wha can you invite? Prayabout it. Ask God to give you the words and
opportunity. Then just do it. Ask them to come with you. Offer o pick
themup. (And if they don’t take you up on your invitation,, keep pray-
ing for them and for another opportunity to invite.)

+  The Sunday School Christmas Program -
December 18 @ 10am

s«  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship -
December 24 @ Spm


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Morning Bible Stud
Sunday mornings at 2:00
Join us for coffee and God's Waord!

Monthly Morning Women's Study:
Wednesday, December 14th @ 10:00 a.m.

All women are invited to join us!
"‘ﬁﬂ Yormens

‘fﬁl' e

- ::J;[Lii Iy

Evening Women's Study
Wednesdays @ 6:30
at Violet Dauk’s home

Men's Study
Tuesdays @ 6:30
Mo Study on December 27th

Who can you invite to join you?
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Small Group Study...
Coming in February:
“l Can Only Imagine”

(Based on the movie)

We are looking for people willing to host a
small group study at your house (or a coffee-
house or ??7).

It's & great opportunity to invite friends or
relatives. Pastor will go through the study with
the hosts in January, then you will host your

own study during Lent.

Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions or would like to host a
study. Thanks!

Ewven the darkest hour only lasts 60 minutes,

“Participate” in Worship from home...

If you can’t be here in person: Watch on our YouTube channel with
Sunday services being livestreamed at

hitps /A youtube comfchanne l/UCGIe -

WEUZ 2y T bhwis featured

Thot for a day
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Sunday School News...

s  Christmas Program practice: contin-
ues Dec.4th and 11th during the Sun-
day School Hour.

+  We will have aspecial practice
WEDMESDAY Night December 14th!

We will have Pizza at 5:45 and then
begin program practice from 6:15 -
7:151

*  “Follow the 5tar” Children's Christmas Program: is December 18,
during the 10:00 worship service

Cookies and Coffee will be provided after service!

s NO Sunday School on December 25, Christmas Day.

Operation Christmas Child...

32 Shoe boxes !!!

"Thankvouto all who packed a shoe box and to
all those who provided a monetary donation for
shipping! We were able to fill 32 boxes!”

Mona Hjelle

High School Youth Study...

Wednesday, December 7th @ 5:00 -
High School Youth Study
At Freedom Center office, Willmar (Becky's work-

place) _|__| 2 HARMN H."':Q'.";lf AND
Ourstudy: LU éJH_“ '
Bingo Prizes Needed

(For Friendship Sunday in February)

If you have something that would be a good “prize,” please talk to
Marcia Welsh



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/featured

Mark Your Calendars...

Voters' Assembly:

Sunday, December 11 Following Worship

Our Fall Aszembly is for the purpose of Approving 2023 Budget and
Goals

Mission & Ministry Team
Thursday, December 8th @ 6:30 p.m.
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

Building Committee

s BMetin Movember to finalize the wording of the letter and ques-
tionnaire that will be mailed to everyone late winter as part of the
Sanctuary Feasibility Study

s MNEXT Meeting Thursday, December 29th @ 6:30

Women's Retreat

iz scheduled for May 19-21, 2023

@ Willow Ridge Retreat Center in Hutchinzon, MM
Maore details to come!!
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
[Saturday, December 24 @ 5:00 pm)

*  The entire service iz done by can-
dlelight.

¢  The Christmas Story from Luke
chapter two is interspersed with
Christmas Carols

¢« The Lord's Supper is Celebrated

Please pray about who you can invite to joinyou!

I'm amultitasker. I can listen, ignore and forget all at the same time!

Church Choir...

34t
Sings on CHRISTMAS EVE ... t @:

Please join us after Sunday Worship as we practice for
singing on Christmas Eve. (The only requirement is the ability o “make

a joyful noise.”)

Thot for a day:
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Email Wisdom...
Psalm 118

know...

Did you

1) Psalm 118 is the middle chap-
ter of the entire Bible.

2) Before Psalm 118, Psalm 117
iz the shortest chapter in the
Bible

3) Just after Psalm 118 is the
longest chapter: Psalm 119

4} There are 594 chapters both
before and after Psalm 1187

5] fyou add up all the chapters
exceptPsalm 118, you get a total
of 1188 chapters.

PSALM II8
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6] Psalm 118:8 happens to be the middle verse of the entire Bible.
The middle verse would have an important message, don't you think?

Well, here it is:

"It iz better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.”

[P=alm 118:8)

Confirmation News...

Confirmation classes:
Wednesday,

6:00 - 6:50 p.m. for 6-7th Graders
7:00- 7:50 p.m. for 8-9th Graders

December 14:
- 5:45 - Pizza

‘Ié,

—

Confirmation

- B:15 - Students in Christmas Program have practice
- All other students fill candy bags

December 28: Mo Class

Please checkthe Parent Helper Schedule

Parents take turns helping out atclass

Also Check The PowerPoint Clicker-Person Schedule

Each student takesa turn operating the “clicker” that changes the
PowerPoint screens during Sunday Worship.



Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the
2nd Sunday of each month. Place them in the purple container by the
door atchurch. Thank to everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :
»  LOTS of things for kids to take home!
s«  The Portals of Prayer

>EN 1O Recorded videos of Sermons
SERM[]HS Sermons can be found in on our Living Word YouTube
i)

channel (New London Living Word) at
https /v voutube .comychannel/UCGIe -
WWLEUZ 2y O bhwiz/videos

Move “Whatdo we owe to ‘Caesar’ (Our Government)?”
Mov13 “Giving Yourself to God Part 1- Your Attitude”
Mow 20 “Giving Yourself to God Part 2- Your Treasure™
Mow 27 “Giving Yourself to God Part 3- Your Thanks”™

still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings

Living Word has the option of an electronic option for making
regular offerings. Confributions can be debited automatically from
your checking or savings account .

Our electronic giving prograrm offers convenience for you and
much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no long-
er need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And,
when travel, illness or other circumstances preventyou from attend-
ing services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue
on an uninterrupted basis.

An authorization form and a “Frequently Asked Questions”™
flyer are available fromthe church office.

_‘; T}‘ 'i_r‘ | Portal of Praver Daily Devotionals
- -
2 1 T For January—March
FL"H[U}-. - :
H “PRAVER, " Will be in mailboxes December 18
g1 ” MOTE: We will have a sign-up sheet where you can

-
"ﬂ.,._,- == let us know if you use the Portals of Prayer. We'll
&{:'_‘._ 2 only be ordering future issues for those who indi-
o i w cate that they use them. Thanks!
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The ability 1o speak seweral languages is an asset, but the ahility to keep your mouth

shut in any language is priceless.

Thot for a day:
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Prayer... ERet o

Remember to use “The Prayer Force”

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or
email (pastor@ livingwordlutheran net) prayer requests to Pastor David

for the Prayer Force prayer chain to include in their prayers. Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force”

Being a partof our prayer chain is a HUGELY important - and very sim-
ple- way vou can serve God and His people! When a request to pray
comes in, Pastor forwards itvia text message (or email for those who
don’t have acell phone). Then you simply include that request in your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yeah, | can do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
ired by Luke 11:9: "So I say o you, Ask and it will be given to you;
é‘;er?re ¥ say o you, given to you,

and you wilfl find: Knock and the door will be o youy

Remember to take atime-out to PRAY for things like... these WBS Prayers:

People you can invite to Christmas Eve worship or

The Sunday Schoal Christmas Program

God to open people’s hearts to the Hope, Peace and Joy of Jesus
Thanking God for sending His Son to live among us!

Thanking God that Jesus is stll Immanuel - God with us!

Safe fravel (and good weather for fraveling)

For those who lost loved ones this past year.

An “Attitude of Gratitude” everyday - not just on Thanksgiving Day
Asking God's continued guidance for our Building Committee.
Asking God to humble you, s=ek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Thanking God that His Word is Truth amidst the lies of the world.
Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sends your way
Opportunities to Share God's Love in Practical Ways.

God's protection, wisdom & courage for government leaders

The ministry of the lastrams in Japan and for comfort and peace at the
loss of Pastor lastram's mother.

We STILL have extra batteries
fromour outreach |

Please pick some up for your family - and to give to
neighbors and friends - from the “Free Stuff” table at
church.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9eU-VvIJEU22yCYxbhwjg/videos
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Email Inspiration...

The Lepend of The Candy Cane

According to the legend of the candy cane, this candy was first created
backin the 18th century. At that time, in certain areas of Europe, there
was said to be a ban on public displays of Christianity. Christians were
oppressed and no Bibles or crosses could be owned at the time. One
man found this oppression distressing and wished he could share the
love of lesus and the joy of Christras with the rest of the warld. When
Christmas came around, children didn't get to see nativity scenesor
enjoy learning about the truth of Christmas. As a candy maker, this
man prayed to find away that he could offer local children a Christmas
gift that would allow him to communicate the real story of Christmas.

Hiz prayer led to an idea-The Candy Cane.

*+  The Shepherd's 5taff: He choze to make the candy cane in the
shape of a shepherd’s staff. After all, Jesusis the shepherd to his
followers and the Bible notes that the “sheep” would hear His
voice and follow him (Psalm 23:1, John 10:11, lohn 10:27-30, Isai-
ah 40:11).

*  The Letter ) for Jesus: Not only was the candy cane in the shape of
a staff, but when held upside down, it formed a “1,” which stood
for Jesus (Luke 1:31, Matthew 1:21).

s He is A Rock: The candy maker chose hard candy for the candy
cane, which was done to remind children that Jesus was our
“rock,” dependable and strong (Psalm 31:3).

* By His Stripes: Wide red stripes were added to the candy cane,
representative of the crucifixion and the blood Jesus shed for our
5ins.

s Red-His Shed Blood: Through hiz blood, we are given salvation and
life (Revelation 1:5, John 3:16, Luke 22:20]).

*  White-Purification from Sin: There are also white stripeson the
candy cane, which represents the holiness, and purity of lesus,
who was sinless ([ John 1:7).

s Sweet Fragrance of Christ: Peppermint was the flavor that the
candy maker chose for the candy cane. Peppermint was very simi-
lar to hyssop, which was used for sacrifice and purification in the
Old Testament, reminding us of the sacrifice that Jesus made for
us. It also reminds us of the spices brought by the Wise Men when
they came to visit Jesus (Psalm 51:7, lohn 10:29, Matthew 2:11)

+ Broken For Us: Of course, when the candy cane is eaten, it is often
broken, which the candy maker meant as a reminder that when
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lesuswas crucified, hiz body was broken (| Cor. 11:24).

¢ Love of Christ: The candy cane was also made to be given as a
gift, representing the love of Jesus when he gave us the gift of
zalvation.

Although no one is guite sure if the legend of the candy cane is really
true, the beauty of the legend is such a reminder of God's love forus
around Christmas. In this legend, it was away that the candy maker

could tell the children the story of Christrmas and still today, we have
candy canes as a reminder of the real reason we celebrate Christmas.

Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by the road with | AN i
the beginning of a sentence: “Thank God For... | WESOME L]
of Each week we'd like to change the ending B0F ..' - ._.! il

of that s==ntence to encourage people who drive
past to remember that God is the giver of all good things - especially
things we take for granted.

In Movember we thanked God for...

*  Freedom to Vote
s Veterans and Their Families
s Ewverything

Let Pastor know how you’'d complete that sentence in December

family!" I reply, "Well, we left the ugly ones at home."

Thank You...

»  Thank you to Donna Sarsland for the 2 large Poinsettias given in
memary of Carroll Sarsland.

If you have someone you'd like to offer thanks to, just email to
webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net

VWhenever I'm with my family and som eone says, "Wow, vou have a beautiful

Thot for a day:

Thank You from the Jastrams..

We are so happy to have you as part of our mission-
ary team. Your support for LCMS mission wark in
Asia means a lot to us. Dan & Joan lastram

Read the current newsletter at
https://tnyurl.com/4zx6k954



mailto:webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net
https://tinyurl.com/4zx6k954

December 2022 - Daily Readings

We continue reading 120 ofthe most important accounts in the Bible We've listed the readingstha
are found in Know the Bibfe Now (KTBM). You can also do the readings from your Bible. Simply
read the chaplers listed in parentheses. Record your insights from on the ines provided

MNOTE: W you'd rather listen to the readings, Pastor has recorded them. You can find the link
to the recondings on our website at the bottom of the home page. Ivingwordutheran.net

Week of DECEMBER 4

DecS KTEBM pg 168 /sragd & Judah in Exie (2 Kings 17,24-25)

DecE KTBMN pg 174 God's Promises to the Exiles (Ezekied § & 38)

Dec7 KTBM pg 178 Three Men in the Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)

Decg KTBM pg 180 Danikelin the Lion's Den (Danig 6)

]Jecﬂ KTBM pg 182 Daniel Sees Heaven (Daniel 7)

Weekof DECEMBER 11
Dec12 KTBM pg 190 A New Temple and Wall (Ezra & Mehemiah)

Dec13 KTBMN: pg 196 Esther and the King (Esther 1-2)

Dec14 KTBM pg 198 God Saves His People (Esther 3-8)

Dec15 KTBM pg 202 Waiting for God's Messenger (Malachi)

Dec16 KTEN pg 214 The Sith of John Foretold (Luke 1)

Week of DECEMBER 18
Dec 19 KTEN pg 216, The Birth of Jesus Foretold (Luke 1, Matthew 1)

Dec20 KTBN pg 218 The Birth of John (Luke 1)
Dec 21" KTBN pg 220 The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2)
Dec22 KTBN pg 222 The Vist of the Wise Men (Matthew 2)

Dec 23 KTBN pg 224 The Boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2}

Week of DECEMBER 25

Dec26 KTBM pg 230 John Baptizes Jesus (Matthew 3, John 1)
:IJEC 27 KTBN pg 232 The Templation of Jesuz  (Matthew 4)
Dec28 KTBN pg 234 Jesus Calls DisciplesiJohn 1 & Luke 5)
éIZJna‘: 29 KTBM pg 236 Jesus Changes Waler to Wine (John 2)

Dec30 KTBM pg 238Jesus Clears the Tempie (John 2)

Week of  JANUARY 1

;anz
?anE
Jan4
hanﬁ

JanG

KTBMN pg 240 Jesus Teaches Moodemus (John 3)

KTBN pg 242 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4)

KTBMN pg 244 Jesus Reected al Nazareth (Luke 4)

KTBN pg 246 Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man (Mark 2)

KTBN pg 248 The Semon onthe Mount (Matthew 5-7)




December 2022 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
4 5 6 T 8 ;\"115310}4' 9 10
5:00 - H.S. YOUTH STUDY e
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL HMrnistry
-YOUTH & ADULT STUDIES 6:00 -6-7= CONFIRMATION | 5:30 - ELDERS' TEAM
6:30 - MEN'S
10:00 - WORSHIP w/Communion STUDY 6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY | 6:30 - MISSION &
MINISTRY TEAM
T7:00- 8-9= CONFIRMATION
11 VOTERS' ASSEMBLY 12 13 14 15
10:00 - LWML &
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL WOMEN'S STUDY
-YOUTH & ADULT STUDIES
6:30 - MEN'S 615 - CHRISTMAS PGM.
10:00 - WORSHIP STUDY PRACTICE
(Pizza @ 5:45)
11:30 - VOTERS' ASSEMBLY
6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY
18 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 19 20 Fal 22 3 24 C = 5?:
/] L
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL =
-YOUTH & ADULT STUDIES 6:00 -6-Te CONFIRMATION
6:30 - MEN'S 500 CHRISTMAS
10-00 - WORSHIP STUDY | 6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY EVE
T
11:30 - CHOIR PRACTICE 7-00- 8-9s CONFIRMATION wicommunion
25 27 28 29 30
10:00 - CHRISTMA S WORSHIP
6:30 - BUILDING
COMMITTEE
Jan1 NEW YEAR Jan 3 Jan 4 Jan 5 Jan 6
9:00 -SUNDAY SCHOOL 6:30 - MEN'S 6:00 -6-T= CONFIRMATION \t
-YOUTH & ADULT STUDIES STUDY

10:00 - WORSHIP

6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY

7:00- 8-9% CONFIRMATION




Upcoming Schedules... Page16 ~ Pagel7 | Custodion Nursery
Dec Jamie & Laurel Iverson [ Volunteers needed - please talk to
Jlan Wolunteer Meeded MonaH.)

After-Worship Fellowship
We've had requests to re-start our after-worship fellowship time

[complete with coffee, juice, and maybe even goodies).
COORDIMATOR MEEDED

Here's what that would involve:

+ Putting together a rotating schedule of Fellowship Servers.

PowerPoint Operator
Decd  Carson Sawatzky
Decll Anna Sharp
Dec1l8 5.5 Program

Make A Meal Volunteers
See “Mew Make-a-Meal Program™
Page for details

+ Reminding servers of their date fo serve. Dec 25 Altar Guild .
+ Making sure there are cups, plates, napkins, etc... to use. Jan1  lonah Sharp Dec MonaHjelle
lan Mana Hjelle

If you could take on this ministry to our congregation, there are LOTS
of folks who would be extremely grateful for your effort!

Communion Bread Maker

Dec4 Ella Accompanying Musicians

Usher Schedule Dec 24 Alex Decd  Sharon Willen
Dec4  Wendy & Lonny Robbin lanl Troy Dec1l Pam lohnson
Decll Open Dec 18 Christmas Program
Dec18 LarryLlevin & Chuck Weflen Dec 24 ScottWachter
Dec 24 Open Dec 25 ScottWachter
Dec 25 Open

S R Seen on Church Signboards...

Since we are back to “normal” after covid restrictions, we are
in need of ushers to greet people at the door as well as to ush-
er people to the altar for communion.

Please sign up at church on the table by the door (you can
choose which type of ushering you are interested inj!

Man blames fate for other accidents, but feels personally respansible when he

Our World Really Needs...
A "Stable” Influence

i)
Scripture Readers 5 | CAN'T BELIEVE YOU PUT "X-MAS" ON OLR
NOTE: Pastor David will read the Scriptures in Worship untl COVID = CHURCH SIEN INSTEAD OF "CHRISTAS" |
restrictions are eased E
=
Confirmation Parent Helpers m
6-7th grade B-9th grade i
Mow 30 Foshaug Foshaug 5
Dec? Hjelle Dahl =
Dec 14 PROGRAM PRACTICE
Dec 21 Knutson Meis 'g-.
Dec 28 NO CLASS NO CLASS PR :
5 December Discipleship Verse...
Elders = i £ 3 28 58 231
i i firEaRee S The virgin will conceive and give bir a_f.i’i to a son,
Dec 18,24, 25 Steve & Scott il and they will call him Immanuel” (which means
(=] T
Z “God with us"). Matthew 1:23




A Minute for Couples...

(fromthe Prepare-Enrich blog)

This time of year we talk a lot about gratitude
and thankfulness, which are great concepts to
keep top of mind year round. Research has
chown that feelings of gratitude alone can have
positive effectson a person’s wellbeing. But that doesn’t mean it has to
stop there! Have you considered how you might turn simply being
grateful into something more? You probably already know the answer.

Giving back, donating, volunteering, pitching in— whatever you want to
call it—is notonly great at an individual level, it's alzo an experience
you can share with your partner. Beyond the obvious benefit of doing
something good for others or for your community, here are five more
reasons to give back together.

1. Strengthenyour bond over shared values
There's a good chance that you and your spouse share common
values. Expressing those values through giving back or volunteer-
ing is an impactful way to solidify that bond. Sometimes, you might
find yoursehves petting caught up in the daily grind, losing sight of
values you hold dear. Finding a way to give back with vour partner
can help you both refocus yoursehes on the things that truby
matter.

2. You'll model generosity for your children and family.
If you have children, you know how important it is to set a good
example for them. You might tell them about the value in helping
others, but nothing compares to actually showing themthrough
wyour own actions and making it a regular part of your lives. Maybe
wyou volunteer as a family for church events throughout the year or
you have the kids choose gifts to donate each holiday season. Even
if you don’t have children, you can spread the spirit of giving
throughout your immediate or extended families. You might invite
them to join you and your spouse or pass along opportunities for
them to donate their time, services, or other resources. However
you choose to do it, it's a great way to amplify your impact.

3. You can establish a meaningful shared adivity.
If you're on the huntfor a new date night idea, volunteering to-
gether can be a powerful choice. You're not only spending quality
time together, you're doing something meaningful that has the
potential to fill your cups. What starts out as one date might turn
into in ongoing activity that you share, which has the benefit of
fostering more connection, intimacy, and friendship between you.
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4. You'll spur more positive feelings in your relationship.

Research has shown that giving to others actually produces more
feelings of happiness than receiving. It also elicits gratitude in
both the giver and receiver, which may be contrary to what you'd
expect. 50 when you and your spouse participate in giving back or
volunteering together, those positive feelings carry over into your
own relationship as well. You might notice that you feel and ex-
press more gratitude and kindness with each other, which ulti-
mately has a positive effect that ripples throughout your marriage.

5. You can give back in your own unigue way.
The great thing about giving is you can do it in a way that truly
speaks to each of you. There is no “right” way, and when you and
your spouse find the thing that clicks, it's becomes a unique ex-
pression of who you are as a couple. Maybe you're both book
lovers, and you organize book drives or Little Free Libraries
throughout your community. Perhaps you share a passion for gar-
dening, so you grow extra fruits and veggies to donate to families
in need. Incorporating something you're passionate about into
giving back with your spouse isa winning combination all around.

Cultivating a grateful mindset can be the catalyst for a lot of positie
changes, both within yourself and your relationship. But when you put
that mindset into action through giving back, you spread those power-
ful effects exponentialby.

I want 1o be 14 again and ruin my life differently. I have new ideas,

Thot for a day:

Communion Notes... i-f
{II]H'“ h

OMAMUIMION

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in July on the
1st Sunday— December 4th plus on Christmas Eve,
December 24th. We won't have communion on De-
cember 18 due to the Sunday School Program being held during waor-
ship.

On Christmas Eve we will come single-file to the front to receive the
wafer from Pastor and the wine or grape juice from an Elder. On your
way back toyvour seat everyone will have an opportunity to stop at the
manger for a shart prayer of thanks to God for being Immanuel: God
With Usl

Reminders

*  Thaose who are not comfortable coming to the altar should inform
an Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to you in your
peEw.

¢ Glutenfree bread wafers are available for those who have gluten-
sensitive conditions. You will find these wafers in a separate cupin
the communion tray.



Simple Ways to Lift Your Spiritual Life...

Share the Love of Jesus This Month

During the busy weeks prior to Christmas thoughtful Christians go out
of their way to show their love for others. In fact, “Sharing the Love of
lesusin Practical Ways" is one of our Core Values at Living Word. Here
are a few suggestions. You may think of more. The possibilities are
limited only by your creativity.

+ Babysit fora mom (or dad) while they shop.

¢ Shovel snow for someone who could use the help this winter.
*  [nvite at least one person to join you in worship Christmas Eve.
¢ Drive others to church for worship.

¢« "Adopt" someone in acare center or group home, not just for
Christmas, but for an indefinite period of time.

¢ Use your special talents (what are they?) where needed.
¢  [nvite someone over for dinner who will be alone an Christmas.

¢ Askthe Lord for guidance in using you in meaningful ways to bring
glory to Him- He will direct you.

And Read The 120 Key Bible Narratives
[Or listen to Pastor read them on our website)

Refresh your memaony about God's work in His world through these
basics of the Christian faith, from Creation to John's Vision of Heaven.

Page20 Page21

NEW Make-A-Meal Program...

One ofthe best (and simplest) ways to share

Jesus' love is by making a meal for someone thﬁw T&t'
who is going through a tough time.

On “Make-a-Meal Day” we made sbout 15
meals (tater tot hotdish and cookies). They are o
in the freezer at church ready to grab and take -; !
to someone you know who could use a meal.
They even have acard attached

If you have any questions, please check with
Marcia, otherwise, just grab a meal from the
freezer and make someone’s day!

After-Worship Fellowship

COOKIE-BAKING SCHEDULER NEEDED

We have cookiesto ready to bake, and volunteers
to bake them. All we need issomeone to came up
with a baking schedule and let the bakers know

| when it's their turn to bake. Pretty easy!

If you could take on this ministry to our congrega-
tion, there are LOTS of folks who would be ex-
tremely grateful for your effort!

You'll find the readings listed on our Daily Readings page.
LWML News...
LWML. MEETING: ', M L
Wednesday, December 14th at 10:00a.m. We will
hawve a Christmas Devotion followed by Bible
study. All ladies of the church are welcome to join us!
SHOES FOR MISSIONS:
A huge thank you to all who have donated!
This is a continuing fundraiser for Lutheran Island
Camp. Please bring shoes, boots, slippers, sandals (in
'\ rubber banded pairs, or with shoestrings tied) to
church, and place them in the SHOES FOR MISSIOMNS
box near the entrance.

Mo matter how stupid you feel, remem ber Little Red Riding Hood couldn't figure out

a talking waolf in drag wasn't her grandmother,

Thot for a day

Dude, there’s a baby in the salad...




Opportunities to Serve...

Help With Our Nurse
We need a couple more volunteers to help with our during-warship
nursery (2-6 year olds). Please talk to Mona Hjelle if you can help.

We are also looking for a person to be the Make-a-Meal coordinator -
The coordinator is MOT responsible for making the meals, but rather
notifies the meal makers when a meal is needed and then arranges for
the meal to be delivered. If you could be that person, please talk to
Pastor David. Thanks!

Remember to use our “We Prayed for You” program...
We'd like to send out a card or two each week to peo-
ple we prayed for during worship.

We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail the
cards. If you could help, talk to Pastor David

Help Record our Worship Services. ..

that we livestream and later upload our YouTube channel (New Lon-
don Living Word). Talk to Pastor David if you can help out with this -
just one Sunday a month. (Hint: It's really not difficult- even Pastor
figured it outl)

Remember the Teal's Rebate Program.
Teal's Grocery gives a 1% rebate to eligible

organizations. There's a tealcolored box on

the back-wall table where you can put in your receipts.

amazonsimile

] fOU Shop. Amarzon gives.

Donate to Living Word when you order from Amazon

Amazon donates0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com pur-
chases to Living Word. Use this link to have your purchases support
LivingWord: htips: /femile .amazon.com/ch/41-1513306

Living Word has been issued a5$15.85 donation as a result of Ama-
zonSmile program activity between April 1 and June 30, 2022,

Custodian Volunteers Needed.

Pick Your Maonth for you (or your family) to be our

Church Custodian:

We are still in need of volunteers for any month in

2023 Talk to our Trustee, Lonnie Robbin, to sign up or i
find out more details.
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Thank-Offering...

Special Yearly
Thank-offering

Thinks

can still be given. ..

God commanded the Israelites to come to the temple once avyear fora
joyful celebration of the blessings God provided in the harvest. This
harvest festival was called The Feast of Weeks.

Then celebraote the Feost of Weeks to the Lord your God
by giving a freewill affering in proportion to the blessings
the Lord your God has given you. Deuteronomy 16:10

With that in mind we will come together on Thanksgiving Eve for a spe-
cial joyful celebration of the blessings God has provided us. We're each
encouraged to bring aspecial freewill offering in proportion to how
God has blessed us this past year.

Please pray shoutyour Thank-offering proportion.. Use the special
Thank-Offering ervelope to make your Thank-Offering. (Your yearly
Thank-Offerings can be given any Sunday, if you are not able to attend
the Thanksgiving Eve service.)

"But who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able to give
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given
yvou only what comes from your hand_.”™

King David in 1 Chronicles 29:14

The English Language is weird. It can be understood through tough thorough thought

thaugh.

Thot for a day:

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY

ETERNAL LIFE, MY FAVORITE ... THANKS
JESUS !


https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306

Poinsettias Welcome

Everyone is welcome to bring a poinsettia plant to
place in the sanctuary for Christmas. You may bring
the plant any time and set it on the counter. The Altar
Guild will take care of it and place it around the altar.
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Why Poinsettias at Christmas?

Poinsettia plants are native to Cenfral America, especially an area of
southern Mexico known as 'Taxco del Alarcon' where they flower dur-
ing the winter. There is an old Mexican legend about how Poinsettias
and Christmas come together, it goes like this

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita who had no present
to give the baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked
to the chapel, sadly, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up.

'Pepita’, he said "I'm sure that even the smallest gift, given by someone
whao loves him will make Jesus Happy."

Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she picked a small handful
of weeds from the roadside and made theminto a small bougquet. She
feltembarrassed because she could onby give this small present to le-
sus. As she walked through the chapel to the altar, she remembered
what Pedro had said. She began to feel better, knelt down and put the
bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouquet of
weeds burst into bright red flowers, and everyone who saw themwere
sure they had seen a miracle. From that day on, the bright red flowers
were known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or 'Flowers of the Holy
Might'.

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought
as a symbol of the Star of Bethlehemwhich led the Wise Men to Jesus.
The red colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. The white leaves
represent his purity.

Email Humor...

When she was about three years old, | began taking my daughter, Sal-
Iy, fishing with me. Since she caughtvery little, I'd ask her if she'd like
to reel in ane of my fizh. | figured this would give her the idea of how it
was to be done, and keep her from getting disheartened and bored.

lust before her 13th birthday, we were out in the canoe. She was pull-
ing in fizh after fish, while | couldn't hook even one. Finally, after about
her 12th fish, Sally turned to me and asked with asmile, "Would you
like to reelin my next fish, Dad?"

I know. I know. People say, "It's the thought that counts, not the gift," but couldn't

people think a bit bigger 7!

Thot for a day:
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Story Behind The Song...

| Heard The Bells on Christmas Day

By the mid-1800s, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was a household
name, and his poems, like “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” and “The
Song of Hiawatha” were memorized and quoted all over America.

Butin 1863, it had been mary years since he'd written an original
verse. Longfellow wasweary after yvears of hardzhip. His beloved wife
had died in a tragic fire. Henry Longfellow’s own burns were severe
enough that he was unable even to attend his own wife’s funeral. He
stopped shaving on account of the burns, growing a beard that would
become associated with his image. He fell into a deep depression and
at times he feared that he would be sent to an asylum on account of his
grief. That Christmas, he wrote in his journal: “How inexpressibly sad
are all holidays.”

A few years later, despite his deep conviction againstviolence, his old-
est zon, Charley, left this note in his house after stealing away to join
the Union Armmy: “l have tried hard to resist the temptation of going
without your leave but | cannot any longer ™

Less than a year later, on December 1, 1863, Longfellow received a tel-
egram that every parent during wartime dreaded: Charley had been
injured in a skirmish with Confederate froops and was currenthy in a
Wirginia hospital. Knowing the poor conditions of battlefront medical
stations, Longfellow immediately left his Boston home to search for his
=on.

After arriving, he spent three days searching the incoming wounded
arriving at the train station, passing up and down the line of bleeding,
bandaged men, limp on pallets packed into boxcars, until he finally saw
a familiar face: Charley, the prodigal son, alive, but barely breathing.

After being rushed to medical care and stabilized, Charley was eventu-
ally allowed to return home to Boston. On Christmas Day, with his son
still shivering with fever, possibly never to recover, Longfellow strug-
gled with the ferrible reality of the war that had torn his country
apart...

On Friday, December 25, 1863, Longfellow—as a 57-year-old widowed
father of sik children, the oldest of which had been nearly paralyzed as
his country fought a war against itself—wrote a poem seeking to cap-
ture the dynamic and dissonance in his own heart and the world he
observes around him that Christmas Day.

He heard the Christmas bells ringing in Cambridge and the singing of



“peace on earth” (Luke 2:14), but he observed the world of injustice
and violence that seemed to mock the truthfulness of this optimistic
outlook.

With each line, he built a picture of darkness—and in the midst of it,
hope. The theme of listening recurs throughout the poem, eventually
leading to a conclusion of confident hope even in the midst of bleak
despair as he recounts to himself that God iz alive and righteousness
shall prevail.

Within a decade (1872], the poemwas put to music by the English
organist John Baptiste Calkin

Charley did eventually recover, and he and his father were recon-
ciled, but this wartime Christmas poem-turned-song still rings out a
story of the triurmph of hope over despair even today.

Though the middle verses are normally left outof the song, the entire
original poem is as follows:

| heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,

and wild and sweet

The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along

The unbroken song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revohled from night to day,
A voice, achime,

A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then fromeach black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the =ound

The carols drowned

Of peace on earth, good-will to men

It was as if an earthquake rent

The hearth=stones of a continent,
And made forlorn

The households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Page26  Page27

And in despair | bowed my head;
“There is no peace on earth,” | said;
“For hate is strong,

And mocksthe song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God isnotdead, nor doth He sleep;

The Wrong shall fail, The Right prevail,
With peace an earth, good-will to men_”

Editor's note: Many versions of this songare available to enjoy from
Jlohnny Cash to Frank Sinafra to Bing Croshy to the Carpenters.. One
aof my favorites of the “more traditional” performances is by The Pe-
tersens st https //voutu.be/uMpBt3f¥ing

A couple of other great “enhanced” versions that | enjoy are:

By Chriz Tomlin at https /fyvoutu.be/vHP XXHhw2 M

By Casting Crowns at https:/ fvoutu.be / MF& 70 CXvP X0

You =stop believing in Santa Claus when you start getting clothes for Christm as.

Thot for a day:

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Jesus is born..
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https://youtu.be/uMpBt3fYfn8
https://youtu.be/vHP_XXHJw2M
https://youtu.be/M7670CXvPX0
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