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May 2021 Newsletter

"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (vis Zoom)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (& Facebook Live)



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, MNew London, MN 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Chty Rd @ NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran. net

Questions for Pastor...

“What book of the Bible would you recommend as a =
first book for a new Christian or someone interested in el
finding out about lesus?” -_—
Anocther great guestion! The Bible is a minHibrary . /r
containing 66 books where do you start? The first book —
[Genesis) isa great place to start to get the foundation for everything
that follows, but for someone new to the faith and God's Word, I'd

suggest they start with one of the Gospels that record for us the facts
about Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death and resurrection.

John's Gospel is the book of the Bible that I've often recommended for
people who are interested in finding out about Jesus. More than any
other gospel, John highlights the fact that Jesus is the Son of God and was
sent by the Father to save the world from sin, and that the proper
response to Jesus is to “believe in him.” That message is summed up in
the passage most people have heard: John 3:16. It makes sense if the goal
is for people to “believe in Jesus” and be saved, you'd want them to read
the book that stresses over and over the desired response God wants
from us is to “Believe in Jesus”

But as | read through - and watched - John's gospel during Lent it struck
me that it might not be the best book to recommend to new believers,
because one of the other characteristics of the Gospel of John is that it
records lots of things Jesus said that would probably leave people
unfamiliar with Jesus scratching their heads, wondering “What on earth
does that meanr?” For example Jesus telling Nicodemus he must be born
again. We know what that means, but it probably sounds very odd to
someone not familiar with the saying.

50, | started to think of which other Gospel | would have someone new to
Christianity read. And | came up with Luke's Gospel. For a couple of
reasons.

1) Right away in the first paragraph Luke tells us this:

“Since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the
heginning, | too decided to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things
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| you have been taught.” Luke 1:3-4
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2) Following thatintroduction Luke records for us the details
surrounding Jesus’ birth: The Christmas Marrative. Even people who
weren't brought up as Christians have some knowledge of that
passage. It's a great place for them to start. A point of connection.

3) Everyone likes stories. A parable is an “earthly story with a heavenly
meaning,” a story people can relate to that teaches an important
spiritual truth. Luke records more of Jesus’ parables than any other
gospel. Including a couple that - again- even people unfamiliar with
the Bible have likely heard: The Parable of the Prodigal Son and the
Parable of the Good Samaritan. More points of connection!

4) Some of the other accounts that are unigue to Luke's gospel should
resonate with people new to the faith: Jesus’ invitation to Zacchaeus
in chapter 15; Jesus' pronouncing forgiveness for the people who are
putting him to death; and Jesus’ comversation with the thief dying next
to him - both found in chapter 23.

You could not go wrong suggesting either John or Luke as a first book
to read. If you'd ask me that guestion tomorrow, | might answer it
with “John's gospel,” again. But today my answer is “Luke.” (With that
in mind, | thought it would be appropriate for us to read through
Luke’s gospel for our Daily Bible Readings this month. You can find the
list elsewhere in this Newsletter.)

Thanks for asking!
Pastor David

Send your gquestions to pastor@ livingwordlutheran. net




Communion Notes...

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated on the ¥

First and Third Sundays in May (May 2 & 16). i

COMMUMING AT THE ALTAR RESUMES “ -

MAY 2: OlY'ss _, »
OMMUBNION

We will resume coming to the altar for com-

munion! Those who are not comforta ble coming to the altar should
inform an Elder or Usher, and communion will be brought to you in
YOUIr pew.

We'll continue to use the Sealed Communion Packets until we run
out of them. Since the COVID protocols were put into effect, we have
been using pre-sealed packets of grape juice and an unleavensd bread
wafer as well as pre-sealed packets that contain wine and an unleaw-
ened bread wafer. Once those are gone, we will return to using indi-
vidual cups and wafers.

Reminder: Gluten-free hread wafers are available for those who have
gluten-sensitive conditions. You will find these wafers in a separate
cup in the communion tray.
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Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Morning Study: S ?,Iz
Sunday mornings @ 500

Please joinus. Bring your coffee and
Grow in God's Word!

Wednesday Prayer Time-

A special invitation to everyone to meet weekly in prayer Wednesdays
at & p.m. Prayer is a foundational part of cur spiritual life both person-
ally and as a congregation. We would love to have you join us.

12 “For our struggle is not against flesh ond bloed, but agoinst the
rulers, against the outhorities, against the powers of this dork world
and against the spirtual forces of evil in the heavendy reaims.”

18 “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with ail kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for ali
the Lord’s peopie.” Ephesians 6:12; 18

Wednesday Evening Women's Study
At Viclet's Home @ 630

S Womens
o Bhle

s Stucly

& warped sense of humor is vastly better than no sense of humor,

Thot for a day
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Monthly Morning Women's Study:

Wednesday, May 12th @ 10:00 a.m.

We are studying Women of the Bible.

All are welcome to attend. If weather is inclement please call Leone
about meeting. 320-354-4665.

Men's Study

Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.

This month we will be locking at the books of Judges and Kings to find
some examples of how God works through leaders - both good and
bad ones!

Please join us Tuesday evenings @ 6:30 !

Confirmation Class \ !{ ,

We are back to our normal schedule of classes for -
the month of May: o3
=  5-Tth Graders @ 600 p.m.
*  B-Sth Graders @ 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation

Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by the
road with the beginning of a sentence:
“Thank God For... ” Each weekwe'd
like to change the ending of that sen-
tence to encourage people who drive past to remember that God is
the giver of all good things - especially things we take for granted.

In April we Thanked God that... “Christ is STILL Risen!”

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence in May.

A New Way to "Participate” in Worship if
you can't be here is person...

We have begun livestreaming the entire Sunday worship senvice on
the Living Word Facebook group page. NOTE: You need to join the
Living Word Facebook group in order to watch.

hitps -/ f'www facebook.com/eroups f1317985135 23470/

We are alsoin the process of “ironing out the wrinkles” that will allow
us to also livestream via YouTube on our website at the sametime as
Facebook live

Find us on

Facebook



Email Humor....

If you've ever taken a pet to the Vet, you can relate...

A friend of mine is a deputy with the sheriff's department canine
unit. One evening, the deputy was dispatched to the scene of a
possible burglary, where he discovered the back door of a build-
ing ajar. He let the dog out his patrol car and commanded it to
enter and seek.

lumping from the back seat, the dog headed for the building.
After lunging through the doorway, the dog froze and backed
out. My friend was puzzled until he investigated further and saw
the sign on the building: "Veterinarian's Office.”

Received from “The Good, Clean Funnies™
+++

A young child asked 3 woman how old zhe was. She answered,
"39 and holding."

The child thaught for 3 moment, then said, "And how old would
you be if you let go?”

Received from “Mikey’s Funnigs®
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Thank You...

.50 much for the wonderful Easter Celebration you did for the chil-
dren. The three Kids | brought thoroughly enjoyed it! Even hunting
eggs in the rain!! [t was a wonderful morning and | appreciate being
able to bring my grandkids. | have enclosed a check to help cover ex-

penses and to show my appreciation. Thank you again!”

{The above was a note received from a Willmar grandparent who
brought her grandchildren to pur Easter Celebration 4 Kids.)

If you have someone you' d like to offer congratulations to, just email
Scott at webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net

Mission & Ministry Team Meets: |
Thursday, May 13th @ 6:30 p.m. (back to 2nd Thurs this month)

Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

It wasn't the apple on the tree, but the pair on the ground,

Thot for a day:
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The Center of the Bible...

0: What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
A Psalms 117

O What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
A Psalms 115

O Which chapter is in the center of the Bible?
A Psalms 118

Fact: There are 584 chapters before Psalms 118
Fact: There are 584 chapters after Psalms 118
Add these numbers up and you get 1188

(: What is the center verse in the Bible?
A Psalms 1188

(: Does this verse say something significant about God's perfect will
for our lives?

The next time someone says they would like to find God's perfect will
for their lives and that they want to be in the center of His will, just
send them to the center of His Word!

Psalms 118:8
"It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.”

Mow isn't that odd how this worked out (or was God in the center of
it)? When things get tough, always remember. ..
Faith doesn't get you around trouble, it gets you through it,



Mark Your Calendars...

Calling all ladies! Invite a friend!
“Unfading Beauty”
" DAY-TREAT *:
Saturday, May B, 2021
This is a condensed version of the November 2020 Women's retreat.
Please come and join us. Fellowship, spiritual growth and enlightening.

:

Page9 | Upcoming Fun Stuff...

June 20: Stingers’ Game
TICKETS ARE HERE!

GET THEM FRONM MARCIA WELSH.
Cost: 521.58

{We have extra tickets for those who didn't sign up yet.)

Ve will be taking a look back in Jesus' fime aswewant you to FULLY Call Marcia Welsh 320-796-6840)

grasp how important you are to Jesus: best yet! It's TRUE because it's

in the Bible! Picnic begins at 4:05 (Game @ 5:05)
When: May 8, 2021 + Reserved-Seat Game Ticket
B:30-9:00 am Continental breakfast + Allbyou-can-eat Ballpark Buffet
500 am- Session beine + 1st 200 kids get a FREE youth jersey
2:00-3:00 pm Estimated closing
Where: Living Word Church
Cost: Free free freel July 18: Green Lake Cruise

2:00—4:00
We will have the Sunday Brunch:
Homemade Egg Bake
Fresh, seasonal fruit
Coffee & Orange Juice
Bar open for cash sales.
Price determined by # of people. (We can have up to 50 people!)

I i % ;‘1' M Thiz event includes:
ﬂ__”! ’.J ’ ‘i L]

Continental breakfast,

1 Poter 347 2 sessions
and a Fun Take-home Project!

Unfading Beauty i Lunch,

Big Kahuna

Date/Time/Cost TBA

Talk to Morcio Weish for details.
Sign up at church for any of these
outings!

Youth Gathering...

The NEXT Mational Youth Gathering (2022 in Houston)
Youth Group Meets

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning
[via Zoom)

Lutheran Island Camp

IS OPEM Again This Summer 11!

After a year "off" due to COVID re-
strictions, the summer camp of the
Minnesaota Morth District congregations
(like Living Word) is back in action with
a full schedule this summer!

BAKE SALE After Sonrise Worship
Raised 5385 for the Youth to Attend the Gathering!

nap is fine,

Mir. B's Chocolate fundraiser for Mother's Day
Orders will be delivered to church Wednesday, May 5.
Cur Youth raised 51369 on this fundraiser!!!
A HUGE "Thank You" to everyone who supported us!

i

e

Check out the camp-schedule poster at
church go to www .islandcamp.org for
complete descriptions and pricing information.

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS:
*  The Giving Bean Coffee fundraiser for Father's Day
* A guilt raffle- TBD

Thot for a day: Sleeping late is considered lazy, but waking up early and taking an afternoon




A Minute for Couples...
Quality Time

Whether you're in a super busy season of life or you just want to make
the most of the valuable time you spend together, here are three tips
for increasing the guality of your “guality time":

Ditch your devices.

Yes, this means ALL the devices — your phone, TV, com puter, tablet,
etc. It's so easy to sit down and spend hours bingeing a new series, all
the while hardly speaking or connecting with each other at all. 5o even
if it's just for 15 minutes before you start watching, eliminate the digi-
tal distractions long enough for @ meaningful interaction. You could
implement a “no screens” rule during meals or while lying in bed to
incorporate screen-free time into your daily routine.

Be in the now.

Eliminating external distractions is one thing, but getting your mind to
forus on the present and not your never-ending to-do list can be an-
other story. If you've ever spent time with someone whose mind is on
a million other things, you ve probably experienced the negative im-
pact it can have. In order to truly go for guality time owver guantity,
make the effort to be all-in mentally. Helpful tip: Lock the other per-
s0n in the eyes while they are talking to you.

Spend time apart.

This sounds counterintuitive, but one tip for truly appreciating your
time together is to not be “attached at the hip.” Spending time sepa-
rately doing your own thing helps you nurture your individual selves so
that you can come back together energized versus feeling resentment
that you're lacking time for yourself. Balance between "I” and "we"
will look different for every couple, so communicate with each other
about what feels right for each of you and works for your relationship.

There are a lot of things that compete for our precious time. Intention-
al tweaks like these can seem small but will pay dividends in putting
more guality into your “guality time.”

Sunday School News...

LESSOMS:

#  May 2 - "The Vine and the Branches" Jlohn 15:1-8

= MayS-"As | Have Loved You" - John 15:5-17

*  May 16 - "Through Life's Maze" - John 17:11b-15; 1 John 5:5-15
* May 23 - "Pentecost” - Acts 2:1-21

& May 30 - "Holy Trinity" - John 3:1-17

Thot for a day: Being popular on Facebook is like sitting at the cool table in the cafeteria of

a mental hospital,

Email Wisdom...

Did you know our brains tends to focus on negative things as a way to
keep us safe? It sure seems like this past year has had no shortage of
those. But if you make an effort to focus, instead, on what is going
well and what you're grateful for, your health can really benefit!

Studies show that being grateful @n help you:.
* Fegl more optimistic about life
* Feal better about yourself and your purpose in life
* Reduce stress and anxiety

Try it for yourself:

1. Make Gratitude a habit.
Mote 3 things you're grateful for during the day.
Encourage your family members to do the samel

2. Let others know you appreciate them.
An easy way to do this: Just practice saying aloud the
compliments that you're already thinking about others

3. Stick with it. If giving thanks feels “cheesy” or contrived at first,
give it sometime. Gratitude is a skill that reguires practice!

Received from Concordia Health Plans

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY
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YOUR FATHER HAS AGREED TO STAY AWAKE
IN CHURCH TODRAY SINCE IT IS MOTHER'S
DAY ... IT WOULD BE NICE IF YOU wOULP
PO THE OPPOSITE FOR ONCE




May 2021 - Daily Readings

Luke and Acls were both written by the man we know as Luke, Luke's Gospel focuses onthe
Holy Spint's work through God's Son Jesus. The book of Acts picks up nght whera Luke's
Gospel leaves off and focwses on the Haly Spirt's work through Jesus' aposties as they take the
massage about Jesys' life, ministry, death and resumection tothe world, This month wewill read
& chapter each day from Luke. In June we wil continue reading 2 chapter a day from Adls.
Record msighls from each day's reading on the lines provided. God will bless vour reading!

May 2 Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

May 3 Luxe1

May4 Luke 2

May5 Luke3

May6 Luked

May 7 Luke5

May B Lukeb

May 9 “Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

May 10 Luke 7

May 11 Luke &

May 12 Luke 9

May 13 Luke10

May 14 Luke 1

May 15 Luke 12

May 16 Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

May 17 Luket3

May 18 Luke 14

May 19 Luke 15

May 20 Luke 16

May 21 Luke 17

May 22 Luke13

May 23

May 24 Luke 19

Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

May 25 Luke 20

May 26 Luke2?

May 27 Luke 22

May 28 Luke 23

May 28 Luke 24

May 30

May 31
Junei Actsi

Spend today worshiping our Risen Lord and Savior

Spend time thanking Godfor those wha gave their lives for our country

June? Acts2

Juned Adds3

Juned Acts4d

June5 Actsh




May 2021 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 6 T 8
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 8:30 - 3:00
. 6:00 6-Tth Confirmation Class WOMEN'S
9:00 -ADULT STUDY 4L “DAYTREAT"
Hoo @27 6:3) MENS' STUDY |7:00 8-Gth Confirmation Class
10:00 - WORSHIP wiooummunion
9 10 11 12 13 Mission 1 15 w":‘
qﬂeﬁ;r istry A\The
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10000 LWML & Women's Study b |
530 -ELDERS' TEAM 1:00 Trap
9:00  -ADULT STUDY §:00 6-Tth Confirmation Class Shooting
6:30 MENS' STUDY 5:30 - MISSION &
10:00 -WORSHIP 7:00 8-9h Confirmation Class MINISTRY TEAM
16 PENTECOST 17 13 19 20 H s
300 - SUNDAY SCHOOL
W] 6:00 6-Tth Confirmation Class
9:00 -ADULT STUDY Hl].
P g 630 MENS' STUDY | 7:00 &-9h Confirmation Class
10:00 - WORSHIP wi Communion
23 24 25 26 i 28 29
00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL Lords S Dat
9:00 - ADULT STUDY
*  Sunday, 2nd
6:30 MENS' STUDY | 6:00 6-Tth Confirnation Class «  Sunday ::, 16
10:00 - WORSHIP '
7.00 8-9th Confirmation Class
11:15 - SPRING VOTERS' MEETING
30 M June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5
MEMORIAL
300 - SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY
6:00 6-Tth Confirmation Class
9:00 - ADULT STUDY
6:30 MENS' STUDY | 7:00 8-9th Confiimation Class
1000 - WORSHIP







