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Questions for Pastor...

*.
® |
st

“Will we know everything when we get to heaven -
like which ‘conspiracy theories” are actually true? ™

We get hitwith somany lies and half-truths on a daily
basis- many coming from places we expect will =11 us
the truth, like our government, our “news” media and
social media. (Ok, maybe we expect exaggerations on social media, but
not the others.) It can bea real challenge to know what reallyis true. The
guestioner followed with a couple examples, “like, was our own Cl&
behind the shooting of President Kennedy? Andwas the coronavirus
unleashed on purpose?r”

That guestion is a great onel It really hits at a greater guestion of “Just
what will we know when we get to heavenr”

When God describes eternity for us, (Read Isaiah 65 and Revelation 21)
He describes itas a place where there will be nothing evil, nothing bad,
no fear, no pain, no sadness, just perfed: peace and joy in the visible
presence of Godthe Father and His 5on Jesus.

A passage I've heard referred to regarding what we will remember is
Isaiah 65:17 where Godis describing eternity and says, “See, [ will create
new heavers and o new earth. The former things will not be remembered,
ror will they come to mind."”

But inthe context of that passage, it appears that God is the one whowill
be not remembering the former things- not us. And the “former things”
He's referring to are the sins and “troubles” of those people who serve
Him as their God and King. ImHebrews B:12 and 10017 God t=lls us
specifically thatHe will forgive our sins, and thus will remember no more
those sins and lawless ads. Great mews for us!

Revelation 21:4 adds this: He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be Mourning, ror crying,
ner pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

Does that meanwe won't remember any “fomer things” from our life on
earth? That doesn't seem likely to me. What makes more sense is that
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the things thatwill not be emembered are any things that would
cause & pain or fear or sadness or anger. Oursins come tomindasa
great example. The forgiveness Jesus died togive will have erased our
sins and their memaory, not just for God but alsofor all people who
accept that forgiveness by repenting of our sins and placing their trust
imJesis.

My answer to the above guestionwas, “F'm not sure about the
specifics. What | am sure about is that if it would @use & fear or
anger or sadness or pain-itwon't be emembered, becawse there will
be no fear, anger, sadness or painin eternity. However, if youwant to
know about the specificexamples you gave me, | justmight be able to
give you answers that have some pretty good odds of being correct..
!

Thanks forasking!

Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordl ut heran. net

Thank God For...

You've seenour sign board out by the
road with the beginning of a sentence:
“Thank God For... ” Eachweekwe'd
like to change the ending of that sen
tence to encourage people who drive pastto remember that Godis
the giver of all good things- espedally things we mke for granted.

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence in March.

A New Way to "Participate” in Worship if
you can't be here is person...

Facebook Live

Last Nowember, we began live-streaming the message on the Living
Word Facebook group page. Plans are to continue that each Sunday.
We will alsostream the Scripture readings prior to the message and
the Apostles’ Creed following it. Tune inaround 10:25 (give or take).
Join our Facebook group at

hittps v facebook.com /eroups /13175851352 3470/

Find us on

Facebook


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net/
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/131798513523470/

Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Morning Study:

Sunday mornings @ 5:00

The “Lost Books?" study by Lutheran Hour
Ministries looks at why some andent
writings failed to make the cut for inclusion
in the Bible, why cther texis most definitely met the standard, and
why others, including those "gospels” found in the last century, came
up short

Please joinus. Bring your coffee and Grow in God's Word!

Wednesday Prayer Time-
Will resume after Lent...

A spedal invitation to everyone to meet weeklyin prayer Wednesdays
at & p.m. Prayer is a foundational part of our spirtual life both person-
allyand as a congregation. We would love to have you join us.

12 “For our struggle s not oganst flesh and blood, but oganst the
rulers, against the authorities, against the

powers of this dark world and against the - Wornens
spiritua forces of evil in the heavenly 1'% y Bie
reaims.” o L
18 “And prayin the 5pirit on @l ooccasions

with all kinds of prayers and requests.

With this in mind be alert and aways keep on praying forall the
Lord's people.” Ephesians 6:12; 18

P
# 5 LY
- enlLiC )

Wednesday Evening Women's Study @
At Videt'sHome @ 630
Will resume after Lent

Monthly Morning Women's Study:

Wednesday, March 10th @ 1000 a.m.

We are studying Women of the Bible.

All are welcome to attend. [fweather is inclement please @ll Leone
about meeting. 320-354-4665.

Men's Study
Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.
"WEIRD: Becawse Normal lsn't Working”

Please join us Tuesday evenings (@ 6:30

Confirmation Class
The Lenten Wednesday Devotion (B-7pm)
serves as confirmation class for the month of March.
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Sormme people are like clouds, once they disappear, it's a beautiful day.

Thot for a day
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Whenever you can't make it in person, you can \ f£ =
watch The Gospel of John (2003) on either Am- -
azon Prime or Netflix. Oryou can reguest the e
extra DWVD we have. You will also be able to ‘F
watch Pastors video summary on Facebook L
live after each segment of the video. {Youwill Cﬂ“n m]ﬂnﬂn
hawe to join Living Word's Facebook group to

watchthe Facebook live sessions)

Who Can You Invite?...

1. Lenten Midweek Devotions
eachWednesday @ 6:00

2. Easter Celebration 4 Kids
(March 27 @ 10:00)

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Services

Easter Worship
Sonrise Worship @ 656
Communion Waorship @ 1000

Thank You from the Jastrams..

We are so happy 1o have you as part of our missionary
team. Your support for LCMS missionwork in Asia
means a lot tous. Dan & loan Jastram

Read the current newsletter at: hitps /i nyurl.com /427832

LWML News...

LWMLMEETING:

Wednesday, March 10th 10:00a.m.

(followed by Ladies Monthly Bible Study "Women of the Bible")
UPCOMING EVENT: il
SummerTea & Luncheon,

Saturday, June 12th @ 1100 a.m. ﬁ,i

at Kevin & Marcia Welsh's home. l' L
All women of the church are invited.




Email Inspiration...

Once upon a time, there lived a2 wise man. He was the head of the local
administration of a small village. Everyone respected him and his views
and opinions were well egarded. Many people came to him seeking for
advice.

His son, howewver, was very lazy and wasted his time sleeping and spend-
ing time with his friends. No amount of advice or threat made any differ-
ence to him. He wouldn't change at all.

The years passed, and with ime faded the youth of the wise man. As he

grew older, he began toworry about his son’sfuture. He recognized the
need to gve something to his son so that he can take care of himself and
his family to be.

One day, he called his son to his room and said-"My son, you are no
maore 2 kd now. You must learn to take responsibilites and understand
life.”

"l want you to find the red purpose of your life and when you find it re-
member it always and you will lead a life full of happiness and joy."

Then he handed his son 2 bag. When the son opened the bag, he was
surprised tosee 4 pairof clothes, one for each season. There also were
some raw food, grains, lentils, little money and 2 map. His father contin-
ued-"| want you to go find atreasure. | have drawn a2 map of the place
where the treasure is hidden, you need to go and find it.”

The son loved thisidea. The next day, he eagery setouton ajourney to
find the treasure. He had to travel really far across borders, forests, plat-
eaus and mountzins.

Days turned into weeks and weeks turned into months. Along the way,
he met a lot of people. He was helped by some with food and by some
with shelter. He also came across robbers who tried to rob him.

Slowly the sason changed and so did the landscapes along with it. When
the weather was unpleasant, he halted for the day and continued his
journeywhen the wesather cleared.

Finally, after a long year, he reached his destination. It was a cliff. The
map showed the treasure being placed below the diff underthe tree.
Upon spotting the tree, he began to digthe ground. He searched and
searched- around it, under it, on it- but found nothing. He spent two days
looking and digging for the treasure. By the third day, he was so exhaust-
ed that he decided to leave.

Disappointed over his father's lie, he headed backto his home. On his
way back, he experienced the same changing landscapes and seasons.

Page 6

People who wonder if the glass is half empty or half full miss the poirt. The glass

iz refillable,

Thot for a day
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This time, howewver, he halted to enjoy the blooming flowers in spring
and the dancing birdsin monsoon. He stayed in places only to watch the
sun setin paradise orto enjoy pleasant summer evenings.

Since, the supplies he carried were over by then, he learned to hunt and
make arrangement for his meals. He also learned how to sew his dothes

and shelter himself. He was now able to determine the hour of the day
by the position of the sun and plan his journey accordingly. He also
learned how to protect himself from wild animals.

He met the same people who had helped him eadier. This time he
stayed a few days with them and helped them in some or the other way
to repay them. He redized how nice they were to an ordinary passerby
whao had nothingto offer to them in return.

When he reached home, he realized it had been two years since he left
the place. He walked straight into his father's room. "Father”,— He said

The fatherimmedizately jumped to his feet and hugged his son.
"50 how was your journey my son, did you find the treasure” he asked.

"The journey was fascinating father. But forgive me for [wasn't able to
find the treasure. Maybe somebody took it before | mached™ He sur-
prised himself by what he just said. He wasn't angry at his father. In-
stead, he was asking for forgiveness.

"There wasn't’ any treasure in the very first place my son*-father an-
swered smiling.

"But why did you send me to find it then”, he asked.

"1 will surely t2ll you why, but first vou tell me, how was your journey to
the place? Did you enjoy it?

"Of course not father! | had no time. | was worfed someone else would
find the treasure before | did. | was in & hurry to reach the diff.” He con-
tnued-"but | did enjoy the joumey on my way back home. | made many
friends and witnessed miradesevery day. | learned so many different
skills and the art of survival. There was so much | learnt that it made me
farget the pain of not finding the treasure.”

The father said to him- "Exactly my son. | want you to lead your life
with a goal. But if you remain too focused on the goal, then you will
miss out the real treasures of life. The truth is, life has no goal at all,
ather than to just experience it and grow with it every single day.”

Maoral: It is when we set out in life without trying to associate any
meaning or greater purpose to it that we find the treasure of true joy
in each moment.



Email Humor-....

As the manager of our hospital's softhall team, T was
responsible Tor returning equipment to its owner at the
end of the season.

When T walked into the m?gar'y department carrying a
bat that belonged to one of the surgeons, T passed sev-
eral patients and their families in a waiting aren.

T heard one man say To his wite, "Look, honey, here
comes your anesthesiologist."

+++

The little boy greeted his grandmother with a hug and
said, "T'm so hﬂppz o see EDU grandma. Now maybe dod-
dy will do the trick he has been promising us."

The grandmother was curtous. "What trick is that my
dear?" she asked.

The little boy replied, "I heard daddy tell mommy That
he would climb the walls it you came to wisit us again."

b L

A preacher was riding his bicycle down the street when
he noticed a little boy standing in a yard next to the
curb with a lawn mower. He asked the little fellow what
he was doing, To which the boy PaEliad, "T want to sell
this mower so I can buy a bicycle.”

The preacher said, "Well son, I need a lawn mower and T
have this bicycle. Maybe we can work out a trade. Why
don't you ride my bicycle around the block and see what
you think about it?"

The little boy went around the block and when he re-
turned the preacher was sitting on the curb red faced
and out of breath. The preacher said, "I have [_Jullad on
this rope since you left and T can't get this thing To
start."

The little boy softly said, "You have fo cuss.”

The preacher replied, "T haven't cussed in so long T have
forgotten how."

The little boy said, "if you pull on that rope long enough
you'll remember.”
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Thet for a day: This "killing them with kindness" is taking way longer than [ expectead.
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Upcoming Fun Stuff...

T KT (GHEN

#y BMARKET FARM gf

Home Cooked Meal

March 20: Trip to “Tooty Fruity” for Breakfast @ 10:00
Meet at church 9a.m. - Cur reservationis at 10:00

| need to @Il with the final numbers,

50 please get signed up so they @n plan.

June 20: Stingers’ Game
Picnic begins at4:05 (Game @ 5:05)

+ Reserved-Seat Game Ticket
+ Allyou-can-eat Ballpark Buffet

Cost: 521.58 (Sign up at Church or call Marda Welsh 320-756-6840)

July 18: Green Lake Cruise
Talk to Marcia for details and tosign up!

Youth Gathering...

The MNEXT National Youth Gathering
Youth Group Meets

9:00 a.m. Sunday Moming

[wia Zoom)

{2022 in Houston)

Youth will serve Easter Brunch
After Sonrise Worship
(approx. 8:15-9:00). This will be their first fundraiser!

Easter Flowers are Welcome !

Just bring them tochurch and the Al
tar Guildwill mke care of pladng
them. Thanks!



Wednesday Lenten Devotions... Page10  Pagetl| Sunday School News...

March 7 -" Why We Prayand the Purpose” - James 5:13-16

March 14 - "Jless Tells of God's Love"- John 3:14-21

March 21 - "The Request of James and John" - Mark 10:3545
March 28 - PALM SUMNDAY - " Jesus Comes as King" - Mark 11:1-11
April - EASTER SUMDAY - "The Tombis Empty" - John 20:1-18

6:00 p.m. Wednesdays

We go through lesus’ life, ministry, death & resurredion as recorded in
the Gospel of John.

We begin each evening watching the video (which is word-for-word
from Johmr's Gospel). Then Pastor David leads a summary and discus-

sion of what we learned - whichis also streamed on Facebook live at

our Living Word Facebook group page. Please join s - and bring a
friend! [See schedule below)

EASTER CELEBRATION
4 KIDSHI!

ETANTL
COMPULLING. IT
TN JOHESNS
GOSPIL ALIVE IN
AN INCIETHLE
WAY. RELAVOE®
i raaas i

For kids ages 3-8
(older and younger welcome!)

Saturday March 27", 2021
10:00 A.M.

Living Word Lutheran Church
Story Time
Crafts
Snack
Games

«  March 3- John 46 & Baby Animals

e March 10- John 7-9 : Easter Egg Hunt (weather permitting)

« Iarch 17- John 10-12

»  March 24 John 14-16 \ More info? 354-4637 or 212-0069 .fj
= Aprl({Maundy Thursday) lohn 13,17 > =¥

«  Apr 2 [Good Friday) John 1B-19 L:"&

Thet for a day: Some people you're glad to see coming; some people you're glad to see going.

+ Easter John 20




Dally READING PROGRAM: We continue our “400 - orso - Key Chapiers of the Bible' readings.

Just ook for one main thing Ged has for you to leam in each reading, then write thal down.

Mar1

Mar 2

Mar 3

Mar 4

Mar 5

Mar &

Mar 7

Mar B

Mar 8

Mar 10

Mar 11

Mar 12

Mar 13

Mar 14

Mar 15

Kar 16

March 2021 - Daily Readings

Galatians 1

Galatians 5

Ephesians 2

Ephesians 4

Ephesians 6

Colossians 3

Use today to worship & catch up on readings you missed

Luke 1

Luke 2

Luke 3

Luke 4

Luke 10

Luke 15

Use today to worship & catch up on readings you missed

Luke 19

1 Timothy 3

Mar 17

Mar 18

Mar19

Mar 20

Mar 21

Mar 22

Mar 23

Mar 24

Mar 25

Mar 26

Mar 27

Mar 28

Mar 29

Mar 30

Mar 31

Apr1

Apr 3

Easter

2 Timothy 3

Hebraws 11

Hebrews 12

James 2

Use today to worship & catch up on readings you missed

1Peter2

2Peter1

1Johnd

1John s

Review / Catch up day

Johin 1

Use today to worship & catch up on readings you missed

John 3

John 1

John13

John15

John18

John19

John20




March 2021 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fridav Saturday
Feb 28 1 Fi 3 4 5 (]
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL "
6:00 - T:00 LENTEN DEVOTION:
9:00 -ADULT STUDY “Gospel of John™
530 MENS' STUDY Video and Summary
000 - WORSHIP { Also serves aclass for both
Confirmation groups )
7 8 a9 10 12 13
Mission
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00 LWML & Women's Study Ministry
200 -ADULT STUDY 6:00 - 7:00 LENTEN DEVOTION: | 530 - ELDERS' TEAM
; 5:30 MENS' STUDY “Gospel of John
1000 - WORSHIP wooMUHION Video and Summary 6:30 - MISSION &
,‘L { Also serves aclass for both MINISTRY TEAM
ol Confirmation groups )
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 6:00 - T:00 LENTEN DEVOTION:
“‘Gospel of John™
900 - ADULT STUDY Video and Summary
30 MENS' STUDY [ Also serves aclass for both
100 - WORSHIP Confirmation groups }
11:15 - CHOIR PRACTICE
21 2 23 24 ] .l Fi
00 - SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00
6:00 - T:00 LENTEN DEVOTION: Easter
9:00 -ADULT STUDY _ “Gospal of John" Celebration
ﬂ Video and Summary 4K
10000 - WORSHIP P 6:30 MENS' STUDY [ Also serves aclass for both
&—:]JHL. ki Confirmation groups )
28 PALM SUNDAY 2 30 K} | April 1 Apr2 Apr 3
MALUNDY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY
900 - SUNDAY SCHOOL B TOMORROW
Worship Time TBA Worship Time
00 - ADULT STUDY TBA 6:55
Easter
1000 - WORSHIP Sonrse
10:00
Easter

Communion




Upcoming Schedules...

Fellowship Servers
We will not be having “Fellowship” after worship until the social dis-

tancing guiddines are relaxed. - Please pray for that to happen soon!

Usher Schedule
The Usher schedule is “on hold” untl COVID restrictions are eased.

Scripture Readers
MOTE: Pastor Davidwill read the Scriptures in' Worship until COVID
restrictions are eased

Elders

Mar 7, 14 Kewvin Welsh & Jason Miller
Mar 21 & 28 Ed Vegdahl & loe Johnson
Aprl 411 Keith Hanson & Kevin'Welsh
Apr 18, 25 Jason Miller & EdVezdahl
Custodian

March Lonny & Wendy Robbin
April Custodians needed

Make A Meal Volunteers

March Bonnie Hanson

Mursery Accompanying Musicians

[ Volunteers needed - please Mar 7 Sharon Willen
talk to Mona H.) Mar 14 Scott Wachter
Mar 7 Pam Johnson Mar 21 Carmen Macik
Mar 14 Volunteer Needed Mar 28 Pam Johnson

Mar 21 Mona Hjelle
Mar 28 Viclet Dauk Maundy Thurs Open
Good Friday Open
Easter Sonrise Scott Wachter
Easter Communion Sharon Willen

Altar Guild

February Mona Hjelle
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Dear Lord, please keep your armn around my shoulder -- and your hand over

my rnouth,

Seen on Church Signboards...
Thank God for. ..

His “Vaccine” against sin:
Jesus’ died, so we could have it!

Thot for a day:
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||I LCMS NATIONAL
gﬂg CONVENTION

DELAYED

FOR ONE YEAR TO 2023

Official Motice: LCMS Office of the Secretary

Ima letter from December 7, 2020, under the provision of Artide XIB 8
of the Synod Constitution, LEMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harri-
son submitted the following guestion toa vote of the Synod's member
congregations:

Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2015-2022 triennium, allow-
ing districts to hold their conventions ineither 2021 or 2022, and mow-
ing the upcoming national Synod convention from 2022 to 20237
[Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023 in
three-year increments, as before (i.e., with dstrict conventions heldin
2025, 2028, etc., and Syniod conventions heldin 2026, 2029, etc).]
Wote: Yes or No.

The Office of the Secretary facilitated an electronic vote on this gues-
tion. Voting dosed February 15, 2021.

Maore than the reguired one fourth of the Synod's member congrege-
tions registered a vote (63.32%) , and the majority of wotes castfa-
vored adoption (90.67%) . The stated extension of the 2015-2022 tri-
ennium bya year, allowing district conventions to take place in either
2021 or 2022 and deferring the national Synod convention from 2022
to 2023, is therefore adopted.

Mission & Ministry Team Meets:
Thursday, March 11 @ &:30 p.m. {Our normal 2nd Thursday)
Elders’ Team @ 5:30 prior to MMT

March Discipleship Verse...

“For God did not send his Son into the world

to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.”

John 3:17




Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please remember to bring your donations for the Food Pantry on the
2nd Sunday of each month. Place them inthe purple container by the
door at church. Thank to everyone for donating |

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :

= fead With Me Bibles for toddlers

= Today's Light Devotional Bible

& 100 or so Key Chapter Bible Reading Booklets
=  March Newsletters

*  April - June Portals of Prayer

SEHMHHS Sermons Now Available in Video on our Website
@ Sermons can be found in on our Living Word Facebook
page or at http/flivinewordluthemn. net/video. him

02/07/21 “One thing God really wants (so do your parents)
02/14/21 “The thing about Jesus that makes you want to trust Him"
02/17/21 “Bsh Wednesday: ”

02/21/21 “Meeda Friend? | Know a Guyl”

02/24/21 Llenten Devotion: Gospel of lohm 1-3

02/28/21 “A Key Chapter for loy, Peace & Contentment”

03/03/21 Lenten Devotion: Gospel of John 46

Offering Envelopes Are fwailable for 2021

If you like to use dated envelopes for your offerings, we have them
available. Just pick up a box of envelopes from under the mailboxes.
Write down the # of the box you took. Thanks!

Still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings

Living Word has the option of an electronic option for making regular
offerings. Contributions @n be debited automatically from your
checking or savings account . Our electronic giving program offers
comnvenience for you and much-needed donation consistency for our
congregation.

An authorization form and a “Freguently Asked Questions” fiyer are
gvailable from the church office

Chioir is starting up again!
We pradiice March 14th afterworship
Everyone is invited to sing with s

13@)51.

(CHOIR
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I don't always go the extramile, but when I do it's because I missed my exit,

Thot for a day:
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Prayer...

Remember to use “The Prayer Force”

Please continue to call, text (320-220-1816) or
email (pastor@livingwordlutheran.net) prayer
reguests to Pastor David for the Prayer Force
prayer chain toinclude in their prayers.
Thanks!

And an Invitation to Join our “Prayer Force"

Being a part of our prayer chainis a HUGELY imporznt - and very sim-
ple - way you canserve God and His people! When a requestto pray
comes in, Pastor forwards it via text message (or email for those who
don't have a cell phone). Then you simply include that reqguestin your
prayers. Text Pastor today and tell him “Yeah, | @n do that!” Thanks!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
{“lrrs?'ra:l by Luke 11:9: "So I=ay fo you, Ask and' & will be given fo you,

and you will fing: Knode and the door will be apened fo you

Remember to wke a time-out and PRAY for..

The Hdy Spirit's power to keep following God's Plan everydayin 2021
Thanking God for the first signs of Spring!

Thanking Godwe continue to have in-personworship & Sunday School
Asking God for His guidance about who toinvite to Easter Worship
Asking God to open hears and minds tolesws during Hoy Week!
Asking God to open our eyes to see His guiding this month.

Asking God for the power tolove like Jesus did - with sacrifice

God to show you opportunities toShareHis Love in Practical Ways.
Asking God for His power to bring healing to our nation - inall ways!
Asking God to humble you, seek Him and repent (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Protection from the deceitful messages Sat@mn sends your way

God's protedion, gudance, wisdom & courage for gov't leaders
Protecticn and boldness inwitness for all persecuted Christians

The ministry of the lastrams inJapan

Congratulations...

If you have someone you'd like to offer congratulations to, just email
Scott at webmaster@livingwordl utheran. net



http://www.livingwordlutheran.net/video.htm
mailto:webmaster@livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

A Minute for Couples...

{from the Prepare-Enrich blog)

Dates are harder to make happen than
we'dlike to admit. There's the challenge of
prioritizing it enough to get it on the alenr
dar, and then actually figuring out all the
details and logistics, like finding a sitter.

Ancther challenge is deciding what to actu
ally do! You make the time to connect, but
whatif that connedtion time just feels like
a rinse-and-repeat from the week prior? How @n you spice up those
dates youwork so hard incorporate in your marriager

Do something different! That's the easiest way to make dates fed like
something special and exciting. But we get it— thinking of date ideas is
like adding one more task to that list of things you have to do to make
it happen. Good news! We've got some date ideas for you— conven-
iently categorized into five different types to try!

Date Nights
* Take acoocking dass and learn how to make your new favorite
meal together.

* ‘Watchthe sunset and spend some time stargazing.

*  Play a board game together — a little competition can be fun!

=  Tour your area by visiting local restaurants — start with an appetiz-
er at one, main course at another, and find yourway toa third
spot for something sweet.

Day Dates
= [eet upwith each other for a midday date at your favorite lunch
spot.

=  Startyour day with an eary date over coffee and breakfast.

&  Take the afternoon off work and go to a matinee movie together
before headng home for the evening.

* Seekoutafamer's market and grab some lo@| produce and
homemade goods  (maybe for a meal you will go home and fix
together)

& Take ashort rcad trip tovisit a hidden small town.

Budget-Friendly Dates

* Challenge yourselves to find a gift for each other under 510at a
thrift store or Garage sale

*  Find that gift card you got from your aunt last Christmas, yes, the
one tucked in the back of your wallet, and let your aunt kindly

Page 20

Love may not make the world spin arownd, but it certainly makes a lot of people
dizzy,

Thet for a day:
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treat you on your next date.

+ Volunteer together! Find a @use you both are passionate about
and dedicate your next date To Serving your community.

* (Check out a free or cheap museum or art gallery.

* Walkthrough a nature preserve or arboretum — these are wsually
free or have a minimal entrance fee. While you're there, guiz
each other onwhich planis are which orwho canspot cerain
wildife or birds first!

At-Home Dates

* NMake some art together — order a paint kit online or find a craft
on Pinterest- \then hang it ona wall!

* Tacklea project together to make something beautiful / wsefu for
your home.

+  Put your minds together and work on a puzzle — if you don't finish
it im one date, come back toit next time. |tcan be the date idea
that keeps on giving.

*  Throw yourselves a tasting event— pick something you both love,
maybe wine and cheese or something less sophisticated like root
beer and chegs-its. Have funwith it and taste new flavors, rate
your favorites, and compare notes!

+ Pampereach other— create a spa experience and focus on things
you both love. Maybe one of you needs a foot rubwhile the other
needs a back massage. Take the time to make it a full pamipering
experience with candles and soothing music to set the scene.

* Hawve a movie marathon— pick out a series you haven't watched
together and binge it. Don't forget to pop the popcorn!

Active Dates
*  Trya new workout class together at your local gym or community
center.

* Take advantage of nice weather and get outside fora walk or
hike, or for the more adventurous couples, kayak or snowshoe.

*  Flya kite or throw a ball around, do something active withyour
partner that you loved to dowhen youwere a kid.

#  Gomini-golfing, or real golfing if that's your thing, toget outand
do a leisurely adivity together.

* Take ancther cue from your childhood and go bowling!

If you're still stuck and need more inspiration, try looking upideas on
Pinterest or even having a brainstorm with your partner. Set a timer
for five minutes and see who @n write down the most ideas. Inan
effort to not lose any good ideas, we'd recommend writing them
down, or do something extra crafty and put each idea ona scrap of
paper and tuck them in a jar to draw one out each time you need
some date inspiration.



Opportunities to Serve...

Help With Our Nurserny
We need a couple more volunteers to helpwith our during-worship
nursery (26 year dds). Please talk to Mona Hjelle if you can help.

Operate our PowerPoint display during worship:

Inan effort to keep “touchable surfaces” to a minimum, we are pro-
jecting the order of worship - Scripture readings, songs, etc.. onto the
front wall instead of having them in a worship folder. We need some
volunteers to “dick” from one screen to the next at the appropriate
time during worship. Please @alk to Pastorif you could do this one
Sunday a month. Thanks! .

Operate our new Camcorder

to record parts of each worship service that we can

later uplcad to our website. Talk to Pastor David if .
you can help out withthis- at least one Sundaya

month.

Pick Your Month for you {or yvour family) to be our Church Custodian:
You can choose any month in 2021, Talk to our new Tristee, Steve
Wulf, tosign up or find out more demils. Thanks

Make A Meal

One of the best (and simplest) ways to
share Jesus' love is by making a meal for
someone who is going througha tough
time. Please @l Pastor David or our March
Make-a-ieal volunteer, Bonnie Hansen

if you know of somecne whowould appre-
ciatea meal. Thanks |

We are also looking fora person to be the Make-a Meal coordinator -
someone who notifies the meal makers whena meal is needed and
who also arranges for the meal to be delivered.

If you could be that pemon, please talk to Pastor David. Thanks!

Remember to use our "We Prayed for You™ program...
We'd like tosend outa @rd or two each week to people
we prayed for during worship.

Please contact pastor@vingwordlutheran.net with the
address of someone you asked s to pray for whowould
be greatly encouraged by getting a @rd. We are cur-
rently in need of a volunteer to mail the cards. If you
could help, talk to Pastor David
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& husband said to his wife, "No, I don't hate your relatives, In fact, I like yvour

mother-in-law beter than 1 like mine,"

Thot for a day:
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Donate to Living Word when you order from Amazon
. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price

amazon-il I_F:_E of eligible smile.amazon.com

e o shop. Amazen oves. nirchases to Living Word. Use
this link to have your purchases
support Living Word:  https:/fsmile amazon.com /ch/41-1513306
Qwur latest donation: Livine Waord Lutheran Church received an Ama-
zonSmile donation of 525.67 for the 2020 Oct - Dec, guarter!

Remember the Teal's Rebate Program.
Teal's Grocery gives a 1% rebate to

eligible organizations. There's a box

under the mail boxes where you can m
put in your receipts. Thanks toevery-

one who turned in Teals Receipts in 20200 We received back 5160
from 700 receipts!

Church Wice

P |
THE PREADHER TOLD WE TO B0 AND 1] THENT AND HAND IO SONE,
BUT WHEN | GAVE Wi THE
INWOLE, HE WENT BALLETIY
| Howii s

Karl Zorowski

| anenzng |
! I

Copyrghl T01T K Joegwnts B vighty easresd  wwss (iSvrgs nal

Living Word Blog...

Looking for some enter@inment or things to do during the pandemic?
Check out our Living Word Blog for lots of Tun thoughts, ideas, music
videos and more. www livingwordlutheranlcms blogspot.com
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www.livingwordlutheranlcms.blogspot.com

Communion Notes...

The Lord's Supper will be celebrated on the
First and Third Sundays in Novem ber.
[March 7th, & 21st, Maundy Thursday
(April 1st), and Easter Sunday [April 4th @
10:000)

dﬂowﬂ‘;_ b
OMMUMNION
We have NEW Wine & Wafer Sealed Com-

munion Packets. Since the COVID protocols were putinto effect, we
have been using pre-sealed packets of grape juice and a bread wafer.
Pre-sealed packets that cont@inwine aswell as a larger bread wafer
have recently been made available. We were able to order some of
these new wing wafer packets and will begin using them in commun-
ion starting with the fist Sunday in October.

We ako now have available gluten-free bread wafers for those who
have gluten-sensitive conditions. Youwill find these wafers ina sepa-
rate cupin the communion tray.

MEW SOCIAL DISTANCING COMMUMNION PROCEDURE:

Everyone will remain intheir seat for communion. After consecrating
the elemenis, Pastor and the Elders will distribute a sealed packet of
both wafer and grape juice to each communicant. After everyone has
received their packet, we will all open them and partake of commun-
ion at the same time. Pastor will then give the communion dsmissal
to everyone. (Please continue to pray for anend to the restrictions so
we @n come tothe altar rail for the Lord's Supper again soconl!)
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Thot for a day: Swallowing your pride seldom leads to indigestion.

Story Behind The Song...

| Kmowe Wly Redeemer Lives

Often times, some of the best known works in the religious world
come from people that did not begin their life in a religious way. Sam-
uel Medleywas a prime example of this, much like fellow poet John
Mewton. BornJune 23rd 1738 in Chestnut, England, Medleywas the
son of a School teacher, but none-less, he was educated privately by
his grandfather. While studying with his grandfather, Medey was
taught to live faithfully by Christian values, but he was not interested
im following what was being taught. As he grew up, Medey became
friends with boys who were not Godly, and lead sinful lives. Eventual-
Iy at theage of 14 (c. 1752), Medleywas givenan apprenticeship with
an oilman in London, but he only lasted 3 years inwith the cikman
before he began searching for a way out. After finding a loop-hole in
the law, Medley discovered thata person @n leave anapprenticeship
and join the military service, which lead him to join the British Royal
Mawy. While in the Navy, Medley's life style dd not improve, but ra-
ther became even more crass and profane than before.

In 1759, during the Seven Year's War, Medley's ship engaged ina
naval battle witha French ship, during which Medley's leg was se-
verely injured. After the battle was over, Medey's leg continued to
grow worse, even tothe point of potentially having to amputate the
leg tosave Medley's life. One evening, the physician aboard the ship
told Medley that if his leg did not improve by morning, theywould
hawve to amputate or he could face death. During the night, Medley
turned back and remembered what his grandfather had wught him
when he was younger, and he began to prayvigorously that his leg
may be spared. The next morning, to the surprise of all on the ship,
the physician examined the leg and determined thatit had healed so
well that amputation was no longer needed. Immediately afterwards,
Medley returned to his room, found the bible his grmndfather had
given him, and began reading. When Medley's ship had finally re-
turned to England, he was sent to his grendfather’s house where he
was allowed to recover. Eventually, during his recovery, Medley's
grandfather read a semonwritten by [saac Watts, which moved
Medley so greatly; he immediately converted and bemme a Christian.
After his conversion, Medey began attending the Baptist Church in
Eagle Street, London. Shortly after, Medey opened a school, which
he ranwith great success for nearly six years, but then he found a
new @lling.

Im 1767, Medey began preaching, and eventually he became so pop-
ular in his teachings that he was called to be Pastor at the Baptist
Church in Watford, England. After five short years in Watford, Medley



moved on to Byrom Street, Liverpool, where he gathered a large con-
gregation owvera 27 year period. Medley tocka special interestin the
souls of Seamen and Servicemen, and was 5o wildly popular that soon
his meeting place could not sustain the number of people coming to
hear him preach. After a short time, the meeting space was enlaged,
but this would prove seless as the number of people coming to hear
the semmons was still growing. Eventually the crowds grew sogreat
that anentirely new building hadto be constructed toallow room for
everyone who wanted to hear the words of Medley. Although his ca-
reer was successful, Medey fell ill and maintained his illness for quite
some time. After his long fight, Medley finally passed away July

17th 17595, but many of his hymns maintaintheir popularity inthe Bap-
tist Church, one of the most famous of which is *1 Know That My Re-
deemer Lives.”

This hwmn is one of great praise, especially coming from someone who
did not know God's love until later inlife. The story of Samuel Medley
serves toshow that God does not leave us alone, even whenwe con-
stantly el ourselves that we do not want, nor dowe believe in, God's
lowe. This hymn reminds us that God does live every dayin us, and that
he lives for us, not just 50 thatwe may sing his praise, but thatwe may
be savedinHim. His love for & is 50 strong that he wants us to be
with him eternally, and the onlyway to do thatis to ive in his way.
Living like Christ and like God is notan easy @sk, and is something that
we as humans cannot do simply on our own. |t takes God and His pow-
er to allow us to live a life worthy of Him.

| know that my Redesmer lives;

What comfort this sweetsentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
Helives, myewer living Head.

He lives to bless me with His love,
He lives to plead for me above.
Helives my hungry soul to feed,
He lives to helpintime of need.

He lives triumphant from the grave,
He lives eternally tosave,

He lives all glorious in the sky,

He lives exalted there on high.

Helives togrant me rich supply,

He lives to guide me with His eye,
He lives to comfort me when faint,
He lives to hear my soul's complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears,
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Thet for a day: Ve are born naked, wet, and hungry, Ther things get worse,
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He lives towipe away my tears
He lives to calm my troubled heart,
He lives all blessings toimpart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly Friend,
He lives and loves me tothe end;

He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

He lives and grants me daily breath;}
He lives, and | shall conguer death:
He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to His Name!

He lives, my Jesis, still the same.

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
| know that my Redesmer lives!

Editor's note: Here is the classic version sung by Sheila Walsh
https:/fyoutu.be/geGw l-avend

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
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https://youtu.be/qzGw1-avgnQ

