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Question for Pastor...

Is this it?! Are we inthe end times?
What does Revelation say?

I'm guessing the person whoasked me this isn't the only .
one wondering this same thing! '

L .
It's natural towonder about such things when facing an

extremely difficult situation unlike anything we've everseenin our
lifetime - especially when you consider the fact that the coronavirus
doesn't just affect us in the United States, but it has impacted pretty
much the entire world!

The pandemicis seriows encugh in itself, but it certainly hasn't helped
that a number of media outlets seem bent ondoing everything theycan
to scare the daylights out of us. (One of my friends refers tothe daily
update he gets from his favorite channel as “The Daily Freakout!”)

My answer to the guestion ina word (or three): *l don't know.”

That's actually a pretty safe answer, considering what Jesus said:

"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but onlythe Father.” (Matthew 24:36) “Therefore
keep watch, becawse you do not know onwhat day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not
hawve let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the
Son of Manwill come atan hour when you do not expect him.” (Matthew
24:42-44) And “Therefore, keep watch because you do not know the day
or the hour” (of the last daywhenlesws will return.) (Matthew 25:13)

Since Jesus plainly said that no one will know the time when He returns,
the book of Revelation could not have been written with the purpose of
satisfying our natural curiosity about when The End is coming! 5o, |
wouldn't put a lot of stock inthe “TV preachers” who daim to have
figured out, for example, the identity of “The Beast” or “the false
prophet” or who tell you with absclute cerminty that we are inthe End
Times.
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Revelationwas adually written with the purpose of encouraging
those who are being persecuted for their faith. The main message of
Revelation is this: “Prority #1is hanging onto your faith inlesus- no
matter what- because Jesus wins, and so does everyone who
perseveres to The Endwith faith in Him 1"

“Always be ready!” is the point Jesus was making when He told His
disciples that no one will know when The End is coming. Be ready -
with your faith placed firmly in Jesus- becauwse The End will come
unexpectedly, like thisf inthe night.

5o, the better question for us toanswer is this one:  "How do we
stay ready - how dowe keep our faith strongr”

Jesus gave us the answer inlJohn chapter 15 where He usedan
illustration from the vineyard. He said, “| am the Vine, you are the
branches.” He went on to say that branches that “abide” in Him will
bear much “fruit” and those branches that don't “abide” in Him end
up withering and dying. In other words, when we “abide” in Him (stay
connected to Him) we stay readywith a strong faith in Him. The best
way | know to “abide” in Jesus is by “feeding” on His Word.

With that inmind | picked some Bible readings for s to read or listen
to (I'll record them and hawve them available at
livinewordlutheran.net). | picked passages that show God's power at
work saving His people- often in unusual ways and when the
situgtion seems hopeless. Passages that give us hope, remind us God
is incontrol and can make amazing things result from situations we
never would have chosen. You can find those passages listed on the
“Ahiding in Jesus while you “Stay at Home" on page 13.

Thanks for Asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livinewordlutheran.net

Church Mice

Karl Zorowskd

How to help fight the Coronavirus:.

1. Regularly wash your hands.
2. Faithfully fold them in prayer.
3. Repeat vigorously.
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Easter Update...

Easter Sunday Worship :

While the “social distandng™ guide-
lines won't permit us toworship to-
gether inside our building, our Elders’ ‘ ‘

Team came up withian idea for us to -

worship together in our @rs in the
parking lot on Easter! HE IS RISEN

We will - God willing!- make availa-

ble a livestreaming wideo that you canwatch/listen toon your
smartphone. We are also locking intothe possibility of having live au-
dio available over an FM radic station. We plan to also record the East-
er service and have itavailable on our website for those who aren't
able toworship with us in your @r.

We dedded, given the unusual situation this year, that it would be best
to have just one Easter service and to holdit at 9:00a.m. Next year,
when everything is - God willing! - back to normal, we will azain be
able to have both a Sonrise service as well as our uswal communion
senvice at 10:00 a.m. (And have them both inside the buildngl)

Good Friday: Anopportunity to come and pray.

We will have the church building open forindivideals and families to
come inand pray from 10:00a.m. - Noon and also from

5:00- 7:00 p.m. In order tostay within the “sodal distancing” gude-
lines, we ask that only twofamilies be in the building at any given time.
We will have two separate areas where you can pray. We will also
have available a page with suggestions of things you can indude in

WOUr prayers.
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Email Wisdom...

“l encourage you: Use this ime at home to get back in the Word. Read
our Bibles and spend time with our families.

... with ail the great peopie in this country praying daly, we will get
through this and get bock to o place that's stronger and safer than
ever!”

Mike Lindell (the “My Fillow" founder)

at one of the President’s coronavirus briefings.

This tim e la=t month, we were upset because the pizza delivery was five minubes |ate

Thot for a day
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How Have You Seen God....
How Have You Seen God Working Through This Situation?

One of our “Abide in Jesus” readings takes us through the story of Jo-
seph. Even though his brothers had tried to kill him and ended up sell-
ing him into slavery, Joseph saw God's hand inwhat happened. He said
this: “Youintended to harm me, but God intended it for good.™

That's a great reminder that whatew EVIRENCE O F

er Satan tries to use for harm (like
the coronavirus and resulting “Stay
at Home" orders) God can turn
around and use for good purposes.

GoOD ATWORK

One of the good - actually “great” -

things | see happening as a result of the coronavirus is people turning
to God- and back toGod! For example, both the President of our
country and the Gowernor of our state declared a Day of Prayer. What
an amazing thing! Something that just a couple moniths ago would
have beenabsolutely “unthinkable.” Yet, here they are pointing us all
to God!

Below are a few other "How I've seen God working” comments ['ve
received. Please text or email me with how you've seen Him working!

*  “0Our neighbors come and check tosee how we are and ifwe need
anything.”

*  “Wearen't @king anything for granted.”

* | see people realizing how important it is togather together for
worship - we don't appredate things until they are taken away
from w=s!”

«  “We don'tjustsay Zrace’ before meals anymore. Now we pray for
other stuff too.”

+ “| find myself thanking God more often throughout the day for
small things.”

* “| seelots of families out walking and biking together.”

*  “People on both sides of the political aisle are working together-
at least sometimes "

Sign up to have this newsletter sent directly to
rnuTyE—mai. Eenll your email address to:
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o The Link...

¥ -l
i e

.y Hello everyone!
The Link
. . | justwanted toletallof you know how we are

doing at The Link during the COVID-1% emerzency. The Evangelical
Covenant Church and Kay made the decision to close the thrift store
on Monday. This was for the safety of the volunteers and to follow
the social dstandng restridions.

Ashleyand | both have The Link phone lines forwarded to our peson-
al call phones sothatwe canalways be available as panic for some
sets in. Ashleyis wEing a phone to complete the intake process for the
client services and financial outreach program.. She is making pay-
ments on behalf of them via online or over the phone.

We have made changes to how we serve families with food by wsing
the window inthe food pantry to communicate with people. The Link
puts together the food that they reguestina box whichis then out-
side for them We ask that families wait intheir vehicles if someoneis
at the window inorder to fdlow the social distandng guidelines.

We are expeding a food delivery on Tuesday sowe know that we
have food coming. We have been seeing new families and had at least
5 new ones this week. | canonly assume it is going to continue to in-
crease.

We delivered the backpacks to the school on Monday so that all of
the kids would get them before schools closed. We puta notein each
bag encouraging people to come toget food at The Link. | also talked
to Trish Perry about the possibility of putting bags together and haw
ing them go on the buses that are delivering the meals tokids. As
restrictions keep changing onan hourly basis, Ashley and| are doing
the bestwe canto meetall needs.

| hawe received several calls from people in the community and busi-
ness owners asking what The Link's biggest needs are right now. |
answer with one word...MONEY! Why? Well with moneywe @n take
51 and purchase 510 worth of food and that is very important right
now . With money we can help people who areina financial crisis. It
also keeps people from going to the store to buy food to bring to 1s.
That just puts everyone atrisk and defeats our effors. We are be-
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Feels like we're only 3-4 weeks away from leaming everyone's real hair color,

Thot for a day

Pﬂgﬂ T yond blessed tolive and serve this community. | am so thankful to
have all of the churches support The Link.

| will be participating ina virtual Zoom meeting on Monday witha
group of community leaders of Kandiyohi County to get updated infor-
mation, resources and to discuss the issues and needs of the people
The Link serves.

Thank you,
Chasity Ommodt
Executive Director

206 M. Main5t., PO Box B23
Mew London, MM 56273
320.354.LINK

it/ fwww. youarethelink.orgf

Tuesday's Table Update...

The Lions as a Mational OrZanization has ordered not to hod meeting or
gvents until further notice so they are @ncelling tuesdays mble for next
weekat Faith, at OLOL on the 7th and no TT at ECC on the 14th.

Thank you alll We hope everyone is doing as well as they possible can
be at this time. Prayers toall!

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day

(inspired by Luke 11:9: "So I'say fo vou, Ask aond & will be given fo you;
Seek and you will find: Knodk and the door will be opened fo pou?
Remember to t@ke a time-out and PRAY for...
*  God's guidance on what to "give up” and "take up” during Lent.
*  The Holy Spint's power to actusally make those changes.
People you can invite to any of our studies, events or waorship
®* Great sttendance for Christ in the Passover on March 31
®*  Acking God for great attendance 2t the Women's Retreat
Asking God for His power to contain the spread of the coronavirus
®*  Thanking God for the Holy Spint's waork in the lives of our Sunday 5chool and
Confirmation students
®*  For the Holy Spint to work through the teachers of our classes
*  Protection from the deceitful messages Satan sends your way
God’s protection, guidance, wisdom & courage for gov't leaders
* Continued wisdom for guidance and decisions [BIG and small)
Coursge to take a stand forlesus at work AND school
®*  Protection and boldness in witness for all persecuted Christans
®*  The ministry of the Jastrams in Japan



http://www.youarethelink.org/

Mark Your Calendar...
{--,l.xl II'E.II"" I “Christ in the Passover”
PASSOVER Has been rescheduled for next year:
= March 22, 2021

Re-scheduled...

For November

Waomen's Retreat 2020:

“Unfading Beauty” " b s
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Email Inspiration...

A lecturer when explaining stress management toan audienc,
raised a glass of water and asked, "How heawy is this glass of water?"

Answers @lled out ranged from 20z to 500

The lecturer replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. |t depends
on how long you try to heldit. if | holdit for a minute, that's nota
problem.

If | holdit for anhour, I'll have anache inmy rightam. if | holditfor
a day, you'll have to @ll an ambulance

In each @se, it's the sameweight, but the longer | holdit, the heavi-
er it becomes."

He contimued, "And that's the way itis with stress. f we @rry our
burdens all the time, sooner or later, As the burden becomes increas-
ingly heawy, We won't be able to carry on.”

"As with the glass of water, You have to put it downfor a while and
rest before holding itagain. Whenwe're refreshed, we @n carry on
with the burden."”

"So, before you return home tonight, put the burden of work down.
Don't carry it home You @n pick it up tomorrow "

"Whatever burdens you're carrying now, Let them down for a mo-
ment if you @n.

5o, my friend, Put down amything that may be a burden 1o you right
now . Don't pick it upagain untl after you've rested a while."

Thet for a day: People are freaking out ahout toilet paper shortages and I'm over here like "I'm good,
I bought a pack of gum & CWs." :
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Email Humor...

Prayer for the Times
{usedin the 3/258/20 message at www livingwordlutheran.net)

One Sunday morning ata small southern church the new pastor @lled
on one of the older deacons toleadin the opening prayer. The deacon
stood up, bowed his head and said, "Lord, | hate buttermilk.”

The pastor opened one eye and wondered where this was going. The
deacon continued, "Lord, | hate lard." Now the pastor was tomlly per
plexed.

The deacon continued, "Lord, | ain't too crazy about plain flour either.
But after you mix ‘em all together and bake 'em ina hot oven.... | just
lowe biscuits!

The deacon didn't stop there. "Lord,” he said, help us realizewhen
things come up that we don't like, whenever we don't understand
what You are doing, that we need towait and see what You are mak-
ing. After you get through mixing and baking, it'll probably be some-
thing even better than biscuits. Amen."

Miscellaneous Notes...

Sermons Now Available in Audio on our Website
hittpz/ ivinew ordluthera n. net/sermons. him
(Or just click on "Mew Sermons Online” at the bottom of

smmﬂs

the livnewordlutheran.net_home page)

05-01-20 "40 Days Til Something Big"”

03-08-20 "One thing togive upin order totrust God more.”
03-15-20 "Bible passages to help us get through this.”
03-22-20 "Growing in Faith By telling how youw've seen Godwaorking”
03-29-20 "I Hate Lard... and Things Aren't Always What They Seem”

“Living Word” Sweatshirt Update
Our sweatshirt orders have been
delayed due tothe coronavirus. As
S00m as the shirts are available, we
will notify everyone who placed an
order.

Thanks for your understanding!



http://livingwordlutheran.net/sermons.htm
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Wisdom from the Internet...

This story seems to be appropriate for our troubling times. Things are
never as bad as they seem and they're never as great either. Main-
taining our perspective on things helps us overcome adversity even

if we struggle.

“When it rains it pours. Maybe the art of life is to convert tough
times to great experiences; we can choose to hate the rain or dance
in it." — Joan Margues

We choose to dance in the rain; or in this case, drink the coffee.
FREFFFFEFREEREREREREE

The Story of the Carrot, Egg, and Coffee Bean

A young woman went to her mother and told her about her life
and how things were 5o hard for her. She did not know how she
was going to make it and wanted to give up. She was tired of
fighting and struggling. It seemed as one problem was solved a
NEW Cne arose.

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three pots with wa-
ter. Inthe first, she placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs,
and the last she placed ground coffee beans.

She let them sit and boil without saying a word. In about twenty
minute she turned off the burners. She fished the carrots out and
placed them in a bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed them in
a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee into a bowl. Turning to her
daueghter, she asked, "Tell me what you segr”

“Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” she replied.

She brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrcts. She did
and noted that they were soft. She then asked her to take an egg
and break it. After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-
boiled egg. Finally, she asked her to sip the coffee. The daughter
smiled, as she tasted its rich aroma.

The daughter then asked, “What's the point, mother?”

Her mather explained that each of these objects had faced the
same adversity... boiling water — but each reacted differently. The

Page 10

cancelled.

Thoet for a da'f: If you bought 30 rolls of toilet paper, then you owe your church 3 molls, Tithing is not
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carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting. However, after being
subjected to the boiling water, it softened and became weak. The
egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had protected its liguid
interior. But, after being through the boiling water, its inside be-
came hardened. The ground coffee beans were unigue, however.
After they were in the boiling water they had changed the water.

“Which are you? she asked the daughter. “When adversity
knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a carrot, an
egg, or a coffee beanr”

Think of this: Whicham |7

Am | the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity, do |
wilt and become soft and lose my strength?

Am | the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with
the heat? Did | have a fluid spirit, but after death, a break up, a
financial hardship, or some other trial, have | become hardened
and stiff? Does my shell look the same, but on the inside am |
bitter and tough with a stiff spirit and a hardened heart?

Oram | like the coffee bean? The bean actually changes the hot
water, the very circumstance that brings the pain. When the wa-
ter gets hot, it releases the fragrance and flaver. If you are like the
bean, when things are at their worst, you get better and change
the situation around you.

When the hours are the darkest and trials are their greatest do
you elevate to ancther level?

How do you handle adversity?
ARE WOU ACARROT, AN EGG, OR A COFFEEBEANTY

MR

Would you rather be the carrot, the egg, or the coffee bean?



Online Giving....

You canstill easily set up a giving program for Living Word. You @n give online on

our website at http:/Aivinewordlutheran.net/donate

Or put anapp on your phone toset up your one-time or weekly giving. Directions

are below...
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April 2020 - Daily Readings

“Abiding in Jesus” While You “Stay at Home”

April & Esther 1-3 (Esther, Mordecai & the lews)
April 7 Esther 47 [Esther, Mordecai & the lews)
April B Esther 810 {Esther, Mordecai & the Jews)
Maundy Thursday John 13-16 (In the Upper Room)

Good Friday Matthew 2627 {Jesws’ arrest, trial & death)
EasterSunday John 20-21 [Jess’ Resurredion)

April 13 Philippians 4 [Keys to Peace and Joy

April 14 Genesischs 37 & 39 [Joseph)

April 15 Genesis chs 40 & 41 [Joseph)

April 16 Genesischs 42 & 43 [Joseph)

April 17 Genesis 44:1-46.7 [Joseph)

April 20 Genesis 49:20-33 & 50:1521 [loseph)

April 21 2 Chronicles 19:1-20:30  (King Jehoshaphat)

Bpril 22 2 Kings 6:8-23 (Elisha and his servant)

April 23 Acts 12:11% [The angel & Peter)

April 24 Acts 16:16-40 [The angel & Paul)

April 27 Acts 27:1-28:10 (Paul aboard ship)

April 28 Judges 6-7:24 [Gideon)

Bpril 29 2 Kings 22:1-23:25 (King Josiah)

April 30 2 Chronicles 6:12-7:14 [The Temple dedicated)

Miay 1 Psalm 103 ("Bless the Lord who heals your diseases")


http://livingwordlutheran.net/donate

On Our Website...

In addition to our weekly messages and past semmons, we
are featuring some devotion choices on the Living Word
Lutheran Website...

* Youcanaccess the daily devotion at LCMS Morth District
featuring variows pastors in our district at
hitp:/ fctp:/ Aivingwordluthemn.netslcms. hitm

* Wealso have the Lutheran Hour Ministries Daily Devo-
tion for this Lenten season at
hetp: /et ps/ Aivinewordlutheran.netdIm h. him

* Finallywefeature a link toa great library of music vide-
os for Easter . The link is on our front page of the Living
Word Lutheranwebsite.
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Thank God For...

You've seenour sign board out
by the roadwith the beginning
of a sentence: "Thank God
For..”  Eachweekwe'd like
to change the ending of that sentence to encourage people
who drive past to remember that Godis the giver of all good
things - especially things we @mke for granted. This past month
we thanked God for:

Romans 8:28

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence during
April

First time in history we can save the hurn an race by laying in front of the TV and

doing nothing, Let's NOT mess this up!

Seen on Church Signboards...

Jesus washed away our sins...

But you still need to wash yvour
hands - often!

Thot for a day:
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More Email Humor...

When a mother saw a thunderstorm forming in mid-afterncon, she
worried about her seven-year-old daughter who would be walking
three blocks from school to home. Deciding to meet her, the mother
saw herwalking nonchalantly along, stopping tosmile whenever light-
ning flashed.

Glimpsing her mother, the little gid ranto her, explaining enthusiast-
cally, "All the way home, God's been taking my picture!"

COn Monday a certain little daughter was very naughty, so her mother
told her she couldn't go to the Sunday School picnic on Saturday.

For the next few days the girl's behaved so nicely the mother changed
her mind and said she could go tothe picnic after all. Surprisingly, the
child's reactionwas one of gloom and unha ppiness.

"What's the matter?" asked her mother. "| thowght you'd be glad togo
to the picnic.”

"It's too late,"” said the little girl. "I've already prayed forrain!”

A kindergarten teacher was observing her dassroom of childrenwhile
they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each
child's work. As she got to one little girl whowas working diligently,
she asked what the drawing was.

The girl reglied, "I'm drawing God."
The teacher pawsed and said, "But no one knows what God |ooks like."

Without missing a beat, or locking up from her drawing, the girl re-
plied, "Theywill in a minute."

April Discipleship Verse...
May the God of hope fill vou with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Fomans 15:13


http://livingwordlutheran.net/lcms.htm
http://livingwordlutheran.net/lmh.htm

From the Jastrams...

&lr;'lgm-t.ordh : e

147 News from the

Jastrams

Dear Fellow Sojourners,

Qur spirits groan. What words can convey how deeply we feel about
the challenging days that you now Tace andthat lieaheadin the com-
ing weeks during this pandemic? Our thoughts turn constantly to our
country, the United States, the church, our loved ones and you, our
supporters and dear partners inmission. | have restarted this news-
letter a number of times. Each time | return to it, the news seems 50
old and now, perha ps will seem trivial to you, our eader. But, we do
wantto communi@te withyou, so | won't rewrite it once again, be-
cause 'm afraid thenit won't get out at all then! | want you to krow
that evenas all your missionaries here in Asia are feeling ever more
acutely the distance from Tamily, churches, and supporters during the
pandemic, wishing we could be near you; do know that we draw you
close as we bring you before God's throne of grace in our prayers.

Whenwe last communi@ted with you at the beginning of March—a
lifetime ago as italmost seems for all of .'s—we had told you about
Dan's slated trip to the States, scheduled March Sthfor network sup-
port building in Missouri, lllincis and Wisconsin, which was to last
about two or three months. That is not how it panned out.

A QUICK TURM AROUND...BUT NOT IN THE USUAL SENSE
How it unfolded:

March 5th: 5till in Tokyo, Dan receives guidelines about international

travel restrictions for missionaries: travel toJapan atleve 2 {caution if
in highisk category). Since Can is planning to l=ave Japan, he is grant-
ed permission to travel to the US. Dan secures St Louis serminary guest

lodging.

March 6th: Disconcerting news from our telecare team in 5t Louis—
they are having great difficulty scheduling any appointments after nu-

Page 16

You can walk araund Yalm art and eat grapes and nobody bothers you, but a5 soon

as you ed a rotisserie chicken, here comes security,

Thot for a day:
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merous attempts. [People are leery of visitors from lapan.) Danlines up
car rental for three months.

March 7th: Anearly report of Februany's gifts reveals anoutpouring of
support that moves s into the black. Thanks be to God! Dan deddes
that evenif he is unable to schedule congregational visits {remember,
nobody was w@lking about lockdowns or shelter in place at that time),
one-on-one visits could stll be an option. {Network support still needs
1o expand Tor the long-term.) Scheduling would be much easier while in
the States. Dan packs.

March 9th: Dan heads to the airport; planes are crowded, but he arrives
in the States in the evening without a hitch; no Covid-19 screening de-
lays in his connecting flights. Instead of heading to the seminary, heis
driven to a hotel, though; venue for the workshop moved from the In-
ternational Center to the hotel becawse of Covid-19 fears.

March 11th— March 13th: Three full days of workshop sessions on net-
work building. Plans made for presentations onthe 14th. On the 13th,
however, | @ll Dan. 1 think you need to come home NOW.” {Trump
had declared a national ememgency; | worry he will not have a return
flight if he delays.) Dan confers with synodical leaders and all are in
agreement. Time to head back; a flight is expeditiously arranged. Now
the planis for Danto continue effedtive missionwork backin Japan and
continue mission support buillding long-distance.

March 14th— March 15th: Danleaves St. Louis from an eerily near-
empty airport to armve toa similarly nearempty Tokyo airport. And
then hops on thetrain home to a much-relieved wife!

LIFE AND WORK BACK IN TOKYOD

Everything is still inconstant fil, as | am sure you can relate. Daninitial-
ly turned to some Japanrelated work he was eager to move forward on.
He got intouch with several lapanese pastors, made plans to visitand
discuss projects that are in the works. (No travel restrictions herein
Japan yet) Daws later, these domestic travel plans had tobe @ncelled
after the Office of International Mission strongly (and wisely) recom-
mended all missicnaries whowerein a high risk @tegory to shelter at
home. Danchanged gears and now is busy with much non-travel work,
which indudes a slew of funded Asia mission projects that need atten-
tion (getting Lutheran resources out to those who are most eggerto
receive them—when that time comes once again, and it will, God-
willing), as well as extra responsibilities related to supporting team mis-
sionaries during this pandemic.

OUR OTHER LOMIS MISSIONARIES IN ASLA



The impact of this pandemic on our missionaries vary greatly depending  [Page 16
on their lo@tion. In Taiwan, for instance, the response 1o the pandemic
has been highly effective and cases are low thus far; before South Korea
contained the spread and numbers skyrocketed, life was extra stressful.
And inSri Lanka, missionary families must have their food delivered as
they are under strict 24-hour curfew conditions. No matter our location,
however, whatis common toall isa desire tostay the course, despite
the current trials and tribulations. Some of us, whowere slated toreturn
to the States—many this summer for missionary re-connects—have had
those visits postponed indefinitely. We are all thinking of ways to stay
connected {or make new connections!) long-distance, under these new
realities.

PRAYERS

MNeow more than ever, our daily devotions and morning hymnsinging
bring us strength and comfort. We encourage you during this time of
difficulty tostay dose to God's Word, also. Youmay find Psalm 91 espe-
cially comforting during these times. We ask that you also please contin-
ue to keep us in your prayers.

Your servants in Christ,
Dan and Joam Jastram

Happy Easter!
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Page 17 Just For Fun...

rBlblE Wordsecarch

The Parable w
of the Talents

-]
W?HERFBLESSEDEEEEN BLESSED
DRINK BROTHERS
LIFEFWRRRSTAOQOGH|freen CREATION
HAPPINESSODRSYT|FRE ETERNAL
I NMKRCPNBGTRU Z E|GLORY FAITHFUL
JDI | EOADKELMHOA E|GOOD FATHER
NRINYRYOUETEL T/|KNG GATHERED
. ~ L Tlknew coaTs
GEVEREELFOFNTRO|LAZY GNASHING
TEAOHDDHAEGWHS S|LEAST HAPPINESS
DILSLPTSENYOGHT|UFE  HEAVENLY
MGSRTaE[HARSIANh%*ED E;ES;&EEED
AOO I ARTHDUVERRE|ysor RECENVED
SWRFVRSRSSEETEL)|gyape RIGHTEOUS
TRVAUAIEROMANE A|SOWN SERVANT
ENNTNMNOI TAERCL T|TEETH SHEPHERD
TRUTH TALENTS
RTHGKDEREHTAGTY
VISIT  WORLD

Ater you find all the hidden words the lel over letbers spell oul a
Bible verse reading fram the top lek to the botlom right

MORE PUZILES AT

\__ http./biblewordgames.com  copvmaHT 2098 ALL RIGHTE RESERVED J

If you are looking for more puzzles and games to keep occupied during
this time at home may we suggest the following:

Bible Word Games has crosswords, wordsearches, and many other
types of puzzles and even kid activities: hitp://biblewordgames.com

DLTK Bible has puzzles, word searches and many adivities for kids in-
cluding prinmbles and coloring pages. hitpe/ fwoawrwe. dithk-bible.com /

Bible Puzzles also has a large variety of quizzes, puzzles, and games 1o
help learn more about the Bible. | particularly like trying to fgure out

the dingbats... https:/ /hiblepurzies.com/



http://biblewordgames.com
http://www.dltk-bible.com/
https://biblepuzzles.com/

Opportunities to Serve...

Remember to use our “We Prayed for You" program...

We'd like tosend cuta @rd or two each week to people we prayed for
during worship. How you can help: Simply tell Pastor David when you
feel that someone you asked us to pray for would be greatly encour-
aged bygetting a card. Then just call, email or text him with that per-
son's address. |ttruly is a simple way to brighten the spirits of some-
one who's going though a tough time.

‘We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail the cards. If you could
help, talk to Pastor David.

Donate to Living Word when
you order from Amazon

Amazon donates [.5% of the

price of eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to Living Word. Use this
link to hawe your purchases support Living Word:
https:/f=mile.amazon. comchf41-151 3306

Cur latest donation: Living Word Lutheran Church has beenissueda
540,36 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundaticn as a result of Ama-
zonSmile program activity from Oct 1 - Dec 31, 2015,

Teal's rebate in the amount of 5103.66 for ﬂ L

2015 was received and deposited intothe

building fund. Thank you to all who gave your receipts. Keepthem
coming!

Teal's Grocery gives a 130 rebate to eligible organizations. There's a
box under the mail boxes where you can put in your receipts.

amazon-inie

g — . T e T

Remember the Teal's Rebate Program.
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New Music of the Month...

Don't have any new songs to share this month, but be@use of Easter
being upon us | thought | would share a few fairly new songs that you
may have not heard.

Firstis “Empty Grave” from Zack Williams. This videowas recorded afier
his tourwas cancelled by Covid 19. Watch at
hittps:/ fyoutu.be foSwTbmgF wPE.

Mext is 8 song published in 2015 from Cochrane & Co mlled "Grave”.
Watch at https:f fyoutu.be fazcaS6cBmuE.

Finally, some more traditional Easter songs compiled ina medleyjng an
incomparable style by Anthem Lights. Enjoy this at

hitps: /fyoutu.be f26P1fthCoo

I just finished my 90-day trial of 2020. How do I cancel?

Thot for a day:
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Story Behind The Song...

Easter Song

It is the right time of year tofeature this "dder”" contemperary Christian
song that | am sure most of you have heard or sung. "Easter Song" is @
song written by Annie Herring

Annie Herring (born Annie Ward, September 22, 1845) was a pioneer of
whatwas @lled fesus musicin the 1960s, now knownas Contemporary
Christian Music (CCM). She was largely self-taught and grew up singing
with her family arocund the pianc. She was part of the trio, 2nd Chapter
of Acts, which alsoincluded her brother Matthew Ward and sister Nelly
(Ward) Greisen. Anne did most of the songwriting and sang lead and
harmony. Singer Pat Boone noticed the group and was instrumental in
their receiving an MGM recording contract for twosingles in 1672-73.
The group survived until 1988, when each member went his or her own
way. Annie continued writing, recording, and singing as a soloartst. |

"According to Annie, Easter Song came about inthe spring, around East-
er time. She was sitting in front of the piano, and she saidto Jesus, 'You
know, Father, | would really like to have a present.' He answered her,
'All right, here's a present.' And He pave her Easter Song

"The Easter Song" faithfully tells the story of Jesus' resurrection from
the Gospels, especially from Matthew 2857, the events of that Sunday
morning, and the great joy that resultedin Jesus' followers. The music is
filled with exdtement, antidpationand joy.

When she wrote "Easter Song", Herring believed that the song should
be sung by a choir, not by herself and her two siblings, who comprised
2nd Chapter of Acts. One day Herring sang it for a friend, limmy Owens,
thinking he might be able to use it in one of themusicls he was writing.
Owens knew that the song was for 2nd Chapter of Acts tosing, and con-
vinced Herfing that the group should record it

Unfortunately, 2nd Chapter of Acs' band didn't share immy's vision,
and the drummer complained that he didn't hear any drums inthat
song at all. Buck Herring, Herring's husband, wouldn't take "no drums”
for ananswer, and told the drummer fimnly to just playsomething, amy-
thing. The drummer put a dfferent beat to the song, @king it once and
for all out of the realm of a choral piece, and into the littng rhythm.
Then another friend, Michael Omartian, added the energetic keyboards
that has given the intro the title of "the single most recognizable intro in
contemporary Christian music"

It has beensaid that the opening introductory measures of "Easter


http://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306
https://youtu.be/oSw7bmqFwP8
https://youtu.be/azcaS6c8muE
https://youtu.be/f26P1ftbCco

Song" arethe most recoenizable of any introductionin all of contem- Page 20 Page 21 That Jesus Christ is no longer dead
porary Christian music.. In 1958 OCM Mogozine named "Easter Song"
as the number four Christiansong of all time. Joy to the world, He has risen, hallelujah
He's risen, hallelujah
He's risen, hallelujah

The beginning of the song links twogreat biblial truths: "We can be
bornagain' and "Christis risen from the dead” The middle provides

Hallelujah
the Easter morning details: After the earthguake and the angel roling Halleluﬁh
back the stone, the anzel, now sitting atop the stone, tells the Marys, Hallelujah

"He is risen. Quickly go and tell his disciples that Jesus Christis no long-
er dead." The ending is a great hymn of celebration, "Joy to the world,

he is risend Allelual”

Editor's note: Here the orginal version by the 2nd Chapter of Acts at

Hear:ike bellsyingng https//youtu, be/ECwWyRIMmZY

They're singing that you can be born again

Hear the bells ringing

They're singing Christ is risen from the dead

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Cas| ol your amvielf on him, becavse he cares for pou. | Pe 5:7

The angel upon the tombstone
Said He has risen, just as He said
Quickly now, go tell his dsciples
That Jesus Christis no longer dead

Joy to the world, He has risen, hallelujah
He's risen, hallelujah

He's risen, hallelujah

Hallelujah

Hear the bells ringing

They're singing that you can be healed right now
Hear the bells ringing, they're singing

Christ, He will reveal it now

The angels, they all surround ws

And they are ministering Jes.s' power
Quickly now, reach out and receive it
For this could be your gloriows hour

Some people aren't shaking hands because of Coronavinus, I'm not shaking hands

because everyone is out of toilet paper,

Joy to the world, He has risen, hallelujah
He's risen, hallelujah
He's risen, hallelujah, hallelujah

The angel upon the tombstone
Said He has risen, just as He said
Quickly now, go tell his dsciples

Thot for a day:



https://youtu.be/8ClwvRJMmZY

