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January 2019 Newsletter

"Communicating the Love of Jesus”
Worship Hours:
Christian Growth Hour: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, Mew London, MN 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Cty Rd @ NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran. net

Question for Pastor...

What does it mean to be “legalistic™?

Someone recently asked me this guestion. Maybe ‘ I

you've heard the term as well. r

| would define “legalistic” as "Aninflexible and extreme -

emphasis on the keeping of rules.” {
®

—

A great example would be the religious group in Jesus’ -
day known as the Pharisees. The Pharisees were a group

of lews sp afraid they might break one of God's rules (like keeping the
Sabbath holy, for example) that they created all sorts of extra rules
designed to prevent them from even coming dose to breaking one of the
rules God had given.

If you've read the accounts of Jesus’ lifein any of the gospels [Matthew,
Mark, Luke or John) you know that itwas the Pharisee group who really
didn't like Jesus. He was constantly breaking the rules they (not God!) had
set and were obsessed with. On the flip side, lesus spent more time
chewing out the Pharisees for their legalism than He did any other group.

In my experience, people who tend to be legalistic - obsessed with doing
things a very specific way - often suffer from the wrong idea about God.
They tend to have what | refer to as “the Muslim view of God.” (That
ought to be sufficient motivation to getrid of any legalistic tendencies
you may possessl)

The Bible presents God as One who has a Father-child relationship with
us human beings. He unconditionally loves us, because He gave us lifel It
strikes me that Islam presents God as one who has more of a Master-
Slave relationship with us. He is viewed as having no inherent love for
people, but is only pleased with them when they do exactly as He tells
them.

A legalistic person often develops an extreme obsession with rules,
because they feel the only way God will like them or treat them favorably
is if they always do exact!ywhat Hewants. That's not only a horrible way
to live, it's also not true! Martin Luther had that kind of view of God until
he discovered it wasn't a biblical view. Discovering that God deals with us
out of love and grace (giving good things we don't deserve) was life-
changing for Luther.
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Our motivation to keep God's rules should not be to earn something
from Him. God gives us good things because He loves us, not because
we've earned them. He gives good things because Heis good, not
because we've been good. Forgiveness and eternal life are prime
examples:

John 3716 says this: "For God so loved the world that He gawe His only
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting
life.”

John 3216 doesn't read this way:. “For God so rwfes the world that He

gave His only Son that whoever obeys His commands perfectly every
time will be rewarded with eternal life.”

Of course, this doesn't mean we shouldn't attempt to do what God
tells us! God gives us rules for the same reason a loving parent gives a
child rules: He knows that keeping them will resultin the best life. Not
keeping them will resultin hurt! It's just that our motivation for
keeping His rules should NOT be to earn His favor, but rather should be
out of trust that because He loves us already, He always has our best
interest in mind.

Thanks for Asking,
Pastor David

Send your guestions to pastor@ livingwordiut heran. net

Who Can You Invite?...

Two of the prophesies about the Messiah that God promised to send
talk of Him as being a "Light to the Gentiles.” People who are living
without Jesus are living in the dark - and that's no way to live!

Those of us who believe that Jesus is truly the “Light of the World” and
our only Savior have the privilege of being like “mirrars” - reflecting the
Light of Jesus to those around us.

One great way we @n reflect that Lightis by a simple invitation to
friends, neighbors, relatives. Invite them to join you for one of our spe-
cial events this month:

+  Making Homemade MITTENS (Saturday, lanuary 12 @ 10am)
*  Our Annual Mexican Dinner (Saturday, January 26 - 4:3-7:30)
+  And Coming in February: Friendship Sunday (February 10)
Includes Fish-fry brunch after worship and
Bingo after the meal.

Pray about it. Ask God to give you the words and opportunity. Then
just do it. Ask them to come with you. Offer to pick them up. (And if
they don't take you up on your imvitation,, keep praying for them and
for ancther opportunity to invite.)


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
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Mark Your Calendar...

Confirmation Class
s  Parents check the "Parent Helper” schedule for
your dates to serve

\-?; ¥i g
(S
3-5th Grade Group December Oufting: C[lﬂﬁ ”"ﬂ"ﬂ"

Meets again the last Wednesday in January. (the 30th)

Ladies, Save the Date: April 26-28
Those are the dates of Living Word's Annual Women's Retreat. Mark
your calendars. As always, itwill be a time of fun and growthl

Mexican Fiesta Dinner 2019

Saturday, lanuary 26, 4:30-7:30

This is the same day as Spicer Winterfest, so we hope people are hun-
gry for a good dinner.

We will hold a planning meeting after worship on Sunday January Gth.
Idea: Pre-purchase tickets togive to friends as anoutreach.

Cost: 510,00 for adults,
55.00 for kids 5-11,
Free for kids 4 & under

KMoican Flerta D
How You Can Help: A er 261y
Serve: + Decorate + Prepfood +SetUp
=5Serve Food  + Take Down

Donate: + taco meat +salka +cheese +rice
+ refried beans +black clives + chips + taco shells
+tortillas +nacho cheese sauce +icecream
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Email Humor...

It was the night of the children's Christmas play ard little
Johnry was upset becouse he didn't get the part of Joseph.
He was assigned the inn kesper,

Becouse he was still bitter, when Teseph and Mary arrived of
the inn to ask i there was room, little Johnmy threw the play
by saying, "Sure. come on inl"

Joseph was of first taken aback, but with quick wit, stepped
in, looked around and said. "This place is o dump. I'd rather
stay in the barn."

I feel like I'm in a rut, Every time [ go to bed at night, I find myself just
getting up again in the marning

Thoet for a day:
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Email Inspiration...

CHRISTMAS HOPE
By Dave Veerman

When | hear ...
hateful screams, caustic derisions; posturing pols fostering divisions

| know . . .
Love's humble descent, Bethlehem birth, divine
intervention rescuing earth

When | see . ..
storms, fires, floods, hurricane's power,
suffering mounting, earthquakes devour

| know . . .
the Father's promises, always fulfilled, mercy,
grace ever reaching, sovereignwilled

When | sense _ .-
self imperfection, faults, weakness, sin,
battered, scarred, broken, condemned within

| know . . .
countless changed lives, fargiven, free,
Christ's holy work in others and me

When | feel ...
aging aches, waking nights, future fears,
impatience with life, grief, anger, tears

| know . _ .
This life is fleeting, my Savior awaits,
with home celebration at heaven's gates
Wait lifted, day breaking, | embrace the Son?
the rest in my life has just begun!
Copyright 2008 Dave Veerman Permission is granted to send this to others, with attribu-
tion, but not for commerdial purposes.

Thanks to ...

Everyone who helped inamy way with Laura Albert’s funerall

Thank You from the Jastrams..

Yay! We are 50 happy to have you as part of our
missionary team. Your support for LCMS mission
work in Asiameans a lot tous. Dan & Joan Jastram

Read the latest newsletter at:

https:ftinvorl.comA9zji8ag



https://tinyurl.com/y9sjt8aq

Opportunities for Growth...

“Cultures in Conflict” THAT THE
Sunday mormings @ 9:00 WORLD
The culture in Corinth conflicted greatly with

the lifestyle that the Apostle Paul prociaimed A AY KNOW.

to those who chose to follow Jesus. In the

same way, the church today is called to proclaim the gospel in every
emvironment, showing the world what it looks like when we give our
lives to Jesus_ Filmed on location in Israel and Greece Cultures in Con-
flict is part of the That the Waorld May Know series.

Daily Bible readings:
See pages 10 & 11 in this Newsletter

MEET FOR PRAYER -

WEDNESDAYS @ & p.m. at church

God tells us [Philippians 4:6) “Do not be
gnxious gbout anything, but in every-
thimg, By prayer and petition present
your requests to God. ™

Women's Study - Seamiess
-a- Wednesdays @ 6:30
- Our ‘Seamless’ study covers the people, places,
l and promises of the Bible, tying them together

into the greater story of Scripture. Come when
you can. We are going through the New Testa-
ment this month.

Men's Group Study —Tuesdays @ 6:30
Perseverance. Learning to persevere
from selected Psalms

ELALLTELLRE

e —

g

& new year's resolution is something that goes inone year and out the other,

Thot for a day
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The Link...

The Link lanuary Newsletter 2019
Happy New Year from The Link!

T -
lhe Link

"Write it on your heart that every day is the
best day inthe year.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

Christmas loy:

*  For Christmas, 15 families were sponsored by churches and or com-
munity members. The sponsors provided specific gift requests for
all member of the families along with food baskets. This year, The
Link alsocollaborated with Hope Presbyterian Church to provide
food baskets for the families served by Hope Care Pantry. Hope put
together all of the fixings and The Link provided a turkey voucher,
dessert and on site pick-up.

# |n mid-November, The Link received 75 turkey vouchers from
Melissa Radel, State Farm Agent. They were handed out for Thanks-
giving and through the month of December.

¢+  The Link also received a wonderful amount of gift @rds that were
given tofamilies that expressed a need during the holidays and
weren't already being sponsored by a local church.

Christmas Choir Concert:

The Songs & Stories, Celebration of Christmas Choir Concert was a beau-
tiful event! If you missedit, you @n still watch itat

https: fwnarw youtube. com/watch?w=UITA0[Nd7tvs. You canalsogo to
The Link's Facebook page, find the post and click onthe link.

We are very grateful for the time and talent of everyone who participat-
ed in the choir concert supporting The Link through song.

Monthly Giving Opportunities:

The Link is now offering monthly giving as a convenient option for our
donors. You can set it up online giving through The Link's website at
www youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact
Rhonda at 320-354-LINK or email her direcor @youarethelink.ors for
more infomation.

Tuesday's Table:

lanuary 17— NO Tuesday's Table

lanuary 8"— Evangelical Covenant Church
lanuary 15""— Faith Lutheran Church

lanuary 22™ - Peace Lutheran Church

lanuary 28°"- The Open Door Church at O’ Neil's

Chasity Ommeodt, 320.354.5555, outreachi@youarethalink.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT40jNd7tvs
http://www.youarethelink.org
mailto:director@youarethelink.org

Simple Ways to Give Your Spiritual
Life a Lift:

Resalve [anew) to daily feed on God's Word this year.

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the enewing of your mind.” God renews our mind through
what we put into it. A couple of things are true regarding whatwe put
into our minds: 1) You tend to believe what you hear most often. 2)
What you put into your mind is what comes out in your life. It just
makes sense that life goes better when we put the things of God into
our minds daily.

Of all the things you can resolve to do this new year, THE ONE THAT
WILL LIKELY GIVE YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE THE BIGGEST LIFT (not to
mention your physical and emotional life) is this one: Read God's
Diary [His Word)

Once again, daily Bible readings will be printed in each Newsletter to
help you get into God's Diary. God's Word is more than just a refer-
ence book to keep on the shelf until you need to find out something.
God calls his Word “Living and Active.” That means there is power in
the Word.

God's Waord: Creates faith
Produces change
Infuses hope
Overcomes adversity
Forgives sins Builds character
Defeats temptation Imparts joy
Transforms circumstances Releases power

Guarantees our future forever!

Generates life

Heals hurts
Overpowers the devil
Causes mirades

Here are some of the results God promises from reading. You will . .

*  be able to live a life worthy of the Lord

* please God
=  bear fruit like: love, joy, peace, patience, self-control, kindness,
faithfulness

= orow inyour faith- your trust in God will be strengthened

* fapinto God's power for life - physical as well as spiritual

=  pain endurance for getting through life

= gain a thankful attitude as you are reminded of all God has done
for you and focus on Jesus instead of on your expectations that
haven't been met.

= grow inyour love - for God and the people in your life

*  be able to tell whatis good and right

=  be completely equipped for every good work.
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My new year's resolution is to get better at pretending to khow the words to
Auld Lang Syne.

Thet for a day:
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Be it resolved that . ...

1. Make the commitment today: “l commit to feeding my Spirit with
God's word daily.” Signed

2. Pick the time that will work best for youw: “l will set aside time at
__: eachdaytospend with God.”

3. Setvyour Bible ina place where you literallywill trip over it every
day: “I'll put my Bible "

4. PRAY. Ask God to help you resist Satan’s temptations to guit.

“Lord, | know Satan will tempt me by
Please helpme to resist.”

E-mail Wisdom....

(From lean Matthew Hall's blog “Encouraging Words”)

What an unimaginable, incredible, indescri bable miracle this season
is supposed to celebrate!

* God humbled Himself to become the size of a pencil point.
#  He put Himself inside a young gid's womb for nine months.

*  He subjected Himself to poopy diapers and learning towalk and
talk.

*  He became willingly cbedient to two flawed human parents.

#*  He suffered humiliation and prejudice from His earthly "peers" as
a child, because He tock on the reputation of an “illegitimate”
child.

* He put up with sguabbling siblings.
* He adopted the menial work of a carpenter.
= He suffered insult and humiliation as a Rabbi.

=  He tolerated twelve disciples who just didn't guite getwho He
was.

#  He offered Himself to death on a Roman cross.

Oh, what a Savior!

Choir Notes...

Start out the Mew Year by joining the choir! t :
All voices arewelcome. Rehearsals will be

starting on January 20th after coffee fellowship. C HOIR

The choir sings the first Sunday each month.
" Sing to the Lord a new song" Lecne



Jan 2019 - Bring It Hﬂme Readings KTBM: The Good Samaritan  Luke 10 pg 264

lan 22 T5B: The Birth of Jesus Luke2 pg283

We continue our Bring it Home readings. 5 readings perweek, Monday - Friday. KTBN: Jesus Heals 2 Blind Man John 3 pg 266

We've listed the readings that can be found in The Story Bible [TSB) and Know the

Bible Mow [KTBM). If you dothe readings from the Bible you currentdy have, simply lan 23 TEB: The Visit of the Wise Men Msatthew 2 pg 287
read the chapters listed on the KTBN ||ne. Record yourinsights from these chapters KTBN: The Good Shepherd John 10; Psalm 23 pg268

on the lines provided.
lan 24 T5B: The Boy lesusin the Temple Luke 2 pg 290

Week of JANUARY & KTBN: Jesus Raises Lazarus John 11 pg 270
lan 7 T5B: Daniel Sees Heaven Daniel 7 pg 245 Jan 25 TSB: John Prepares the Way of the Lord Matthew 3; Luke 3 pg 295
KTBM: lesus Rejected at Nazareth Luke 4 pg244 KTEN: The Prodigal Son Luke 15 pg272

lan B T5B A New Temple Ezra3; 7 pg 249

KTBM: lesus Heals 2 Paralyzed Man Mark 2 pg 246 Week of JANUARY 27
Jan % T5B: A New Wall Nehemizh 1-2;4 pgi51 Jan 28 TSB: The Baptism of lesus John 1; Matthew 3 pg 297
KTBM: The Sermon on the Mount Msatthew 5-7 pg 248 __ KTBM: Jesus Heals Ten Men  Luke 17 pg 274
lan 10 T3B: Esther & the King Esther 25 pg 253 Jan 29 TSB: The Temptstion of Jesus Wit 4; Mk 1; Lk 4 pz 300
KTBM: Jesus Calms a Storm  Mark 4 pg 250 KTBM: Jesus and the Litde Children Mark 9-10 pg276
Jan 11  T5B: The LORD Saves Esther Esthgr5-9 pg257 lan 30 TSB: Jesus Calls Disciples John 1 pg304
KTBM: Jesus Hesals Jairus’ Daughter Mark5 pg2t52 KTBM: Jesus and Zacchaeus Luke 19 pg 278

Jan 31 T5B: lesus Changes Water Into Wine John 2 pg 307

Week of JANUARY 13 KTBM: The Triumphal Entry Mt 21; Mk 11; Lk 19 pg 282
Jan 14 TEB: Waiting for God's Messenger Malachi 2-4 pg268__ Feb 1  TSBE: Jesus Clears the Temple John 2 pg 210
KTBM: Jesus Feeds 5000 John & pg 254 KTEN: The Widow's Coins Mark 12 pg 284

Jan 15 T5B: The Birth of John Foretold Luke 1 pg 267

KTBM: Jesus Walks on Water Matthew 14 pg 256 Week of FEBRUARY 3
Jan 16 T5B: The Birth of Jesus Foretold Luke 1 pg 263 Feb 4  TEB: Jesus Teaches Nicodemus lohn 3 pg 313
KTBM: Jesus is Anointed Luke7 pg 258 KTBM: The Lord's Supper Luke 22 pg 286
Jan 17 T5B: Mary Visits Elizabeth Luke 1 pg 272 Feb 5  TSB: lesus and the Samaritan Woman John 4 pg 316
KTBM: Peter's Confession/lesus’ Transfiguration Mt 16; Mk S pg260__ KTBM: Jesus in the Garden Mt 26; Mk 14; Lk22 pg 258
Jan 18  T5B: The Birth of John Lukel pg275 Feb &  TSB: The Disciples Follow Jesus Matthew 4; Luke 5 pg319
KTBM: lesus Sends Out 72 Luke 10 pg 262 KTBM: Peter Denies Jesus Matthew 26 pg 290

Feb 7  TS5B: lesus Rejected at Mazareth Luke 4 pg 325

Week of JANUARY 20 KTBN: Jesus' Trial Matthew 27; John 18 pg 292

Jan 21 TEB: An Angel Visits Jloseph Matthew 1 pg 273 Feb §  TSB: Jesus Hezls 2 Parzlyzed Man  Mark 1-2 pg 327




January 2019 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
6 EPIPHANY 7 8 8 10 1 12
900 - ADULT STUDY
- SUNDAY SCHOOL
600 PRAYER GROUP 900 LWL
1000 WORSHIP wiammunon 600 CONFIRMATION
11:15 Fellowship 630 MEN'S GROUP 1000 MITTEN
6.3 WOMEN S STUDY MAKING
1145 Mexican Dinner Planning
12 1" 15 16 17 18 19
00 -ADULT STUDY - “'1:;::: o
- SUNDAY SCHOOL £ PRAYER GROUP o el
600 CONFIRMATION 53 ELDERS' TEAM
1000 WORSHIP
11:15 Fellowship 610 MEN'S GROUP | 60 MISSION &
MINISTRY TEAM
1146 NYG YOUTH MEETING
20 il 12 x M -] ~
G900 . ADULT STUDY 600 PRAYER GROLP mﬁ
= SUNDAY SCHOOL B0 CONFIRMATION 11:00
630 MEN'S GROUP POLAR PLUNGE
100 WORSHIP 630 WOMEN'S STUDY
4 X730
1115 Fellowship MEXICAN FIESTA
11 45 CHOIR REHEARSAL
T b | 9 k1] k) |
00 - ADULT STUDY
- SUNDAY SCHOOL H00 PRAYER GROUP
1000 WORSHIP 630 MEN'S GROUP 600 3-5th Grade Group
1115 Fellowship 630 WOMEN'S STUDY
1145 CHOIR REHEARSAL
Feb 3 Fith 4 Feb5 Feb 6 Feb 7
900 - ADULT STUDY - 600 PRAYER GROUP
- SUNDAY SCHOOL &30 MEN'S GROUP
B5:00 CONFIRMA TION

1000 WORSHIP
11:15 Fellowship

X0 WOMEN'S STUDY

{Fish-fry Bunch &



mailto:newsletter@livingwordlutheran.net

Upcoming Schedules...

Fellowship Servers

lan&  Leone & Kerry Quigley

lan 13 Wendy Robbin / Alicia Sawazky [ Mary Lee Moore
lan 20 TammyWachter / Sarah Miller

lan 27 Mona Hjelle / Elaine Abraham

Feb3 Wiolet Dauk / Laurel lverson

Feb 10 Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Feb 17 Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson
Feb 24 Gwen Rucht f Ruth Vegdahl

Usher Schedule

Jant Derek & Sarah Olson

Jan 13 Kevin Welsh & Jamie Iverson
Jan 20 Duane Hansen & Chuck Wefien
Jan 27 Brent & Lance Sawatzky

Feb 3 Jlason & Moah Miller

Feb 10 Bo & George Arends-Schmigt
Feb 17 Wendy & Lonny Robbin

Feb 24 Brady & Andrew Sharp

Make A Meal Volunteers
Jan Jamie & Laurel lverson
Feb Mona Hjelle & Linda Dilley

Elders

lan6/13 Ed Vegdahl / Kevin Welsh
lam 20/27 kKeith Hanson / Jog Johnson
Feb 3/10 lason Miller / Ed Vezdahl
Feb 17/24 Kevin Welsh / Keith Hanson
Custodian

January Phil & lean Lungstrom
February Wendy & Lonny Robbin

Page 14

Seen on Church Signboard...
This vear.. Try Jesus!

(If vou don't like Him, the devil will
always take you back.)

Thet for a dny: What do you call a bunch of grandr asters of chess bragging about their games in

a hotel lobby? Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer

Page 15

Altar Guild lan13 Mona Hjelle
lan Mona Hjelle Jan 20 Sarah Olon
Feb lan 27 Kevin Welsh

Acolyte (little brothers & sisters) Feb3  Laurel lverson
Janbt  Kala Miller Feb 10 TammyWachter
Jan 13 Will Dahl Feb 17 Wendy Robbin
Jam 20 Carter Foshaug Feb 24 Linda Dilley

lan 27 Toby Arends-Schmidt

Accompanying Musicians
Feb 3  Alex Meis Jan&  Scott Wachter

Jan 13 Scott Wachter
Jan 20 Pam lohnson
Jan 27 Scott Wachter

Feb 10 Carson Sawazky
Feb 17 Addison Arends-5chmidt
Feb 24 Autumn Foshaug

Mursery Feb3 Sharon Willen
[more wolunteers needed..) Feb 10 Scott Wachter
Jan&  Pam Johnson Feb 17 Pam Johnson
Jan 13 Violet Dauk Feb 24 Scott Wachter
Jlan 20 Mona Hjelle

Jan 27 Laurie Hanson Confirmation Parent Helper

Jan9  Sharp
Feb3 Pam lohnson lan 16 Dahl
Feb 10 Viclet Dauk Jan 23  Macik
Feb 17 Mona Hjelle lan 30 Miller
Feb 24 Laurie Hanson Feb& Rustad

Feb 13 Sarsland

Feb 20 Sharp
Feb 27 Dahl

Scripture Readers
Jan&  Ruth Vegdahl

Church Mice

THE TENTH DAY OF CoRISTAS, | [ BT THE GHEATEST DAY EVER
S0 1T GOES N THE SONG. S4W 4 MUCH SETTER 55T
AW & GIFT OF LORNS S-LEARNG | | THE OMLY ONE WORTH [EEPING

- ¥ S
N7 l,r'ﬂf
41 F,IE.J

Cofrynght e & 2 prmeki

75 NGT TENLOROS, IT°5 ORLY ONE -
A BABY, S0UNDLY SLEERNG
i-:l "

January Discipleship Verse...

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come! 2 Cornthians 5:17




Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder

Please continue to support the Mew London Pantry that is part of the

Link. Food donations are so important this time of year. Please leave your
donations in the purple containerin the front of the church marked

FOOD SHELF. Thank you so much for supporting this so others can have a
happy new year!

Check out our "Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you’ll find :

*  Read With Me Bibles for toddlers

*  Today's Light Devotionszl Bible for adults
*  Children’s Bible-5tory Activity Books

®  Jlanuary Newsletters L _l

IGET FREE

STUFF/

- Bring It Home Readings for the week
®*  Christans magazines & books

- LOTS Mare

Sermons Mow Available in Audio on our Website
http://livingwordlutheran.net/sermons.htm
[Or just click on "Mew Sermons Onlineg” at the bottom of

SERMONS
)

the livnewordlutheran.net_home page)

12-2-18 "You are a magnifying glass”

12-9-18 "Come Lord Jesus. It's not just for meals!™
12-16-18 "Unwrapping THE Christmas Gift"

12-23-18 "The Over-sized Advent theme we zll need”

Christmas Eve The Christmas 5tory - behind the scenes

Living Word Directory.., MOW AVAILABLE Online.
Email pastor@livingwordlutheran.net and he will send you a link to view

the directory online. .
Offering

Envelopes

Offering Envelopes Are Available for 2019

If you like to use dated envelopes for your offerings,
we have them available. Just pick up a2 box of enve- %

lopes from under the mailboxes. Write down the # of ':1'-\ —
the box you took. Thanks!

5till Awailable: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings
Just a reminder that there is an electronic option for making regular offer-
ings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from your checking
or savings account . Our electronic giving program offers convenience for
you and much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer
need towrite out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when
trawvel, illness or other cimmumstances prevent you from attending services,
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m ake sure the old year leaves,

Thet for a day: &n optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in. & pessimist stays up to
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this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninter-
rupted basis. An authorization form and a "Frequenty Asked Questions”
flyer are awvailable from the church office.

Reminder: We Hawe a Tough Times' Fund

If you know someone whao is going through some tempaorary financial
difficulty and would be blessed to get a gas card or grocery card to use for
these expenses, plesse talk to Pastor David

MEW Partal of Prayer Daily Dewotionals
for January - March available in your mailbox and on the "Free 5tuff” ta-
ble.

Living Word Apparel
Watch for a chance to Order Living Ward apparel soon. There will be a

webpage set up. You will be able to order and pay on that website. To
save shipping costs we will have all items delivered to church and you can
pick up youritems there.

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
{“lrst'lred by Luke 11:9: "So Isay fo pou, Ask and it will be given fo you;

and you will find: Knock and the door will be apened o you')

Remember to take a time-out to be “impudent” and PRAY for..

Thanking God for all the blessings of the past year (take time to list them)
Asking God to open our eyes to see His guiding in the coming year
Asking God for a great turnout for our Mexican Dinner

Asking God to provide an organizer for our Hot Chocolate Outreach
Thanking God for the Holy Spirit's work in the lives of our Sunday School
and Confirmaticn students

The Holy Spirit to continue to work through our Bring It Home readings
His presence with Laura Albert's family and friends

Thanking God that Jesus is still “Immanuel” (God With Us) today.

Safe travels during the winter

The “giving” attitude of Christmas to continue throughout the year
Protection and boldness in witness for all persecuted Christians

God to embolden cur Christian witness in our daily lives

God to keep strengthening faith through our Bible Studies

The mission and ministry of the Jastrams in Japan

Congratulations !
Please email pastord@livi ordlutheran if there's someone you'd like
us to extend congratulations to.



http://livingwordlutheran.net/sermons.htm
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net
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A Minute for Parents...

Set an example by giving an “After-Christmas” Gift that keeps on
giving. (The same one God gave us at Christmas)

By now some of the Christmas presents you gave your kids have be-
come broken. Others have been forgotten. Hopefully some arestill in
use. But the start of a mew yearwould be a great time to resolve to
give your children the present they really want most - your presence.

His presenceis the present God gave us at Christmas. It's the one he
has promised to give us until the end of time “And surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” Mt. 2820

Of all the things my parents did to show their love, the things that
stick in my mind most are the times they made a special effort to just
“be there.” Chances are the same can be said for you. And chances
are that is what your kids will remember too.

How can you spend more time with your children - collectively and
individually? After school? In the evening? On the weekends?

Maybe read them a story instead of reading the newspaper. Playa
game with them instead of watching TV. Plan a special project that
you can work on together. Have a "Date Your Kid” night once a week.
Set aside one night as “Family night.” Get their input on what they
would like to do on those days. Sit downwith them and plan what
you will do then put it on the calendar.

“Being there” isn't limited to the kids thatstill live under your rocf.
When could you “be there” for your kids that are away at colleger
When could you “be there” for those children that live om their own?

Follow Jesus” example and give the gift of your presence.
It says “l love you” like nothing else.
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Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by
the road with the beginning of a
sentence: “Thank God For... ™
Each week we'd like to change the
ending of that sentence to en-
courage people who drive past to remember that God is the giver of
all good things- especially things we take for ganted. Recently we
thanked God for: Being Immanuel - God With Us !

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence next month.

J.um sopm ...'

[
||
1
J

If we find life on other planets, what would happen to the Miss Universe pageant?

Thot for a day
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National Youth Gathering Update:

From NYG Registration Central: E —_ .H.I
1. Meeting for ALL attendees & Parents - PR :_ﬁ..-
Sunday, January 13 after worship (11:48) « iill-. oy el e
19 | Cat®wrem

2. Bake Sale Fundraiser total: $503 11!
Thanks to everyone who provided goodies and to everyone who
bought goodies |

3. Remember to check our Facebook page!
Jason Miller started one for our youth group. It's called Living
Word Lutheran Youth Group. It's a place to go for all info needed
for the National Youth Gathering.

Thanks to ...

Everyone for their help, support, and prayers for Alyssa, Josh, and
baby Weston.

Scott & Tammy Wachter, Alyssa, losh, & Weston Smith

Thanks to ...

Everyone who remembered us with cards and gifts this Christmas.
Your support and partnership in the Gospel is truly a great blessing!

Pastor David & Viclet

LWL will meet on Saturday, January 12th at church. L¢MLL

We will have a planning meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Everyone is welcome to Join us for Mitten Making at 10:00
a.m. (lanuary 12)

Lama Bjork will lead us in creating beautiful homemade

mittens that you can use or give as gifts.

*  All materials will be supplied unless you choose to bring your
oW .

#  Sign up at church.

*  Costis 515.00 per person for making one pair of mittens.

+ |fyou can bring a sewing machine, that would be much appreciat-
ed.

+  Brunch will be provided by the LWL



https://www.facebook.com/groups/1801836443216736/

Opportunities to Serve...

Provide Light Suppers for Confirmation stude nts:

We we'dlike to provide a light supper (sandwiches, hot dogs, gtg) for
the Confirmation students. Please talk to Pastor David if you could
take a turn once a month providing this meal for six students.

Custodians Meeded for December & next year
If wou or your family could serve as church custodians either of these
months, please talk to Jamie Iverson. Thanks!

Help With Our Nursery
We need a couple more volunteers to help with our during-worship
nursery (2-6 year olds). Please talk to Mona Hjelle if you can help.

Read Scripture in Worship

Please talk to Pastor David if you can take a turm once every couple
of months reading our New Testament and Old Tesament Scrip-
tures.

One Maore Fellowship Server Needed: We are looking for someone
to team up with ancther family to take a turn at sernving snacks for
after-worship fellowship time once every 2 months.

Onie More Ushier Needed: To team up with another usher once every
couple months. Talk to Pastor if you can help. Thanks!

A Great Month To Use Our Make-A-Meal Program

One of the best (and simplest) ways toshare Jesus’ love is by making
a meal for someone who is going through a tough time. Please use
the Prayer and Care cards in the attendance pad atworship or call
Pastor David if you know of someone who would appreciate a meal.
Thanks ! Our January Make-a-Meal volunteers are Jamie and Laurel
Iverson.

We are also looking for a8 person to be the Make-a-Meal coording-
tor - someone who notifies the meal makers when a meal is needed
and who also arranges for the meal to be delivered.

If wou could be that person, please talk to Pastor David. Thanks!

Remember to use our “We Prayed for You"” program...

We'd like to send out a card or two each week to people we prayed
for during worship. How you can help: Simply tell Pastor David
when you feel that someone you asked us to pray for would be
greatly encouraged by getting a card. Then just call, email or text him
with that person’s address. It truly is a simple way to brighten the
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Research has determnined that the shelf life of fruitcake is longer than the shelf.

Thet for a day:
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spirits of someone who's going though a tough time.
We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail the cards. If you
could help, talk to Pastor David.

amazon

Donate to Living Word Yo shop. A i

when you order from Amazon

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of gligible smile.amazon.com pur-
chases to Living Word. Use this link to have your purchases support
Living Word: hittps://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306

We need someaone to arganize our Hot Chocolate giveaway Jan 20,
Last year we had a great cutreach giving away hot
chocolate during the Winterfest Kid's Ice Fishing
Tournament.

We have all the supplies (and “how-to” info) to do
another outreach at the event this year, but we
need a person or two willing to organize the effort.
Please talk to Outreach Director Ruth Vegdahl if
you could help. Thanks!

The Polar Plunge

(January 26 @ 11:00 a.m. at Green Lake)

We're locking to put together a Plunge Team. See
Brady Sharp if you'd like to take the plunge and raise

funds for Special Ol i
R unds for Special Olympics

Story Behind The Song...

How Many Kings

"How Many Kings" by Downhere is a very powerful Christmas song
based on the coming of the Magi (Wise Men) toworship Jesus as the
King of the Jews. [treally challenges us to think about the sacrifice
that our King Jesus made on our behalf. Truly, no other king in the
history of the world besides Jesus humbled themselves to come off
their throne to become one of their own and become the least. for
me. For that, we should be eternally grateful.

Marc Martel, one of the lead singers of Downhere and writer of this
song had this to say in 2009 regarding his inspimtion and story rela-
tive to writing "How Many Kings." ...


http://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306
http://www.plungemn.org/events/willmarspicer/

“When my record label approached cur bond cbout writing originag
Christmas songs, | set out to write a song that | had never heard said
before relative to the Christmas story. My favorite thing about Christ-
mas Is that as a believer, | am often challenged by the foct that God's
way of doing things often seems to be the opposite of what we would
come up with. Instead of the world's way of coming down to earth,
which would involve celebrity, rches, arrogance, our God ond Sowvior
chose humility, poverty and the witimate sacrifice of dying on g cross
hanging between two thieves. This compietely humbies me os @ be-
liever. I'm amazed at how God uses the mundane to save s from our
sim and ourselves.

My Dod is o pastor at o small church in Canodo and he's rever come
down to Tennessee to see our band perform. The first time my Dod
heard this song on the radio last year, he did something he's never
done before. He octually called me up on the phone just to tell me how
much he liked my song. | was Blown away by his reaction since he's
always supported my decision to become a misician but has never
had that strong of a reaction before. What redly struck me wis the
amaozing paraliel between what | wrote about in the song “How Mony
Kirgs” which & how the heart of a fatheriowing his son the way my
father felt when he heard the song is g human example of how God’s
loving heart for His son fesws coused Him to give up His son for me.
Compietely humbling and what Christmas & ol about.”

50, just read through the words and maneel at what the King of the
Universe - God-in-the-flesh - did for you!

Follow the star to a place unexpected
Would you helieve after all we've projected
A child in 3 manger

Lowly and small, the weakest of all
Unlikeliness hero, wrapped in his mothers shawl
Just a child. Is this who we've waited for?

Cause how many kings, stepped down from their thrones?
How many lords have abandoned their homes?

How many greats have become the least for me?

How many gods have poured out their hearts

To romance a world that has torn all apart?

How many fathers gave up their sons for me?

Bringing our gifts for the newhorn Savior
All that we have whether costly or meek
Because we believe

Page 22  Page 23

Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure
And myrrh for the cross he'll suffer
Do you believe, is this who we've waited for?

How many kings, stepped down from their thrones?
How many lords have abandoned their homes?
How many greats have become the least for me?
How many Gods have poured out their hearts

To romance a world that has torn all apart?

How many fathers gave up their sons for me?

Only One did that for me
All for me All for you  All for me Al for you

Editor's note: Downhere is a Christian rock band from Canada that
released their first album in 1999, How Maony Kings was released in
2008 on their 5th album Ending is Beginning. See them perform live
at hitps:/ fyoutu be/lw3EG KV NTI

Thot for a day: & man has reached middle age when he is cautioned to slow down by his doctor
instead of by the police.

Th-.:_jwrnl.:;r e find baby Jesus ool longer than
anlicipated as these 3 WISE MEN refused is stop

and asl direclians.



https://youtu.be/lw3EG6kVNtI

