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“Communicating the Love of Jesus”
Worship Hours:

Christian Growth Hour: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, Mew London, MM 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Cty Rd 9 NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor...

“We all worship the same God, don't we?”

I'm guessing I'm not the only one who has heard this
question. (Usually it's not asked as a question but
stated as an opinion.)

The idea that all people of all faiths are worshiping the —
same God is so popular in our time that we really need to know how to
respond when we hear it. Here are four major points that | include when
| get asked the question [or get the opinion tossed my way):

1. lusually make a comment like this to start:
“I'd say it's correct to say we are all SEEKING the same God.”

God created us to have a very close relationship with Him. We see that
in the Garden of Eden. He has placed an emptiness inside of every
human wha has ever lived, an emptiness that can only be filled by
having a trusting relationship with God. That emptiness is designed to
prompt us to go searching for Him. Kind of like the empty feeling in your
stomach prompts you to go searching for food that will fill you up and
satizfy your need.

Unfortunately, we try to stuff all sorts of other things into that empty
spot only God can fill - things that don't really fill that spot or satisfy.
Again, kind of like when we are hungry we often try to satisfy that
hunger with “junk food” instead of good, healthy stuff that really
satizfies. (You'll probably not be surprized to learn that I'm eating a

bunch of Cheez Its as | type this!)

2. At zome point | point out the faulty logic behind the idea that we all
worship the same God with a staterment something like this
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“It i= true that we are all seeking the same God, but we really can’t say
that we've all found the same God. If two groups define God using
TOTALLY CONTRADICTORY TERMS then itcan't be the same God.”

Forexample, a couple of guys sitting next to each other on an airplane
start talking and in the course of their conversation discover that
football is their favorite sport. They initially think they hawve the same
favorite sport. But the more they talk, they discover that one of them
defines “football” as a weird, kind-of-oblong-shaped brown ball with
laces in the middle and pointed ends, while the other one’s favorite
sport plays with a perfectly round ball made with a combination of
black pentagon shapes and white hexagon shapes sewn together. (&
soccer ball)

They guickly come to the conclusion that, although they give their
favorite sport the same name - “football” - they definitely do NOT
have the same favorite sport, since they have each defined “foothall”
with totally contradictory terms.

It's the same kind of thing with God. If two different faith groups
define what they worship in totally contradictory terms, then, even
though they both give this deity the name “God”, they definitely are
not worshiping the same God.

Mext month, I'll touch on a couple other points that need to be made,
but for now, well, those two points make for a good start!

Thanks for asking
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@ livingwordlut he ran. net

Sermons Now Available on
our Website!

This year we have begun making the N EW 4
sermons from Sunday available in audio - -
on the website. Check it out at
woww livingwordlutheran.net/sermons

# __,pl"'— e

February Discipleship Verse...

But God shows His love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8



mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
www.livingwordlutheran.net
mailto:pastor@livignwordlutheran.net
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net/sermons

Miscellaneous Notes...

15 SINEME

Join Our CHOIR r—
IN-THE CHOu2

Rehearsals are the last two Sundays each month
after fellowship. It's not too late to join us for
Easter rehearsals!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :
¢+ Read With Me Bibles for toddlers

+ Today's Light Devotional Bibles

*«  February Living Word newsletters + Local coupons
«  February Today's Light daily Bible readings

¢ lan - March Portals of Prayer - daily devotionals

*  Faith, Hope and Love Scripture bags

Financial Peace University
Sunday evenings beginning lanuary 31st.

We will again host Dave Ramsey’'s FPU course here at Living Word.
%100 will purchase your class mem-
bership which includes all the class ma-

terials you will need. Scholarships are
available to help with the membership
cost- just ask. You can get more details
from Stewardship Chairperson lason
Miller.

Financial

UNIVERSITY

YOU CAN PLAY HANDBELLS

It's really not that difficult. If you can count, you can play! We have
the opportunity to form a Bell Chaoir to play for worship. Please talk
to lason ar Sarah Miller if you'd like to be apart of it!

Still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings

Living Word is pleased to announce the introduction of an electron-
ic option for making regular offerings. Confributions can now be deb-
ited automatically fromyour checking or savings account . Qur elec-
tronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-needed
donation consistency for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need
to write out 52 checks a vear or prepare 52 ervelopes. And, when
travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending
zervices, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on
an uninterrupted basis. An authorization form and a “Frequently
Asked Questions” flyer are available from the church office.
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Adwice is like cooking - ywou should fry it before you feed it to others.

Thot for a day:
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Email Wisdom...

Why Go To Church

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! If you're spiritual-
Iy dead, you won't want to read it. If you're spiritually curious, there
is still hope!

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper & com-
plained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. 'I've
gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, '& in that time | have heard
something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, | can't remem-
ber a single ane of them. 5o, | think I'm wasting my time & the
preachers & priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.’ This
started a real controversyin the ‘Letters to the Editor’ column.

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until some-
one wrote this clincher:

'I've been married for 30 years now. In that
time my wife has cooked some 32,000
meals. But, for the life of me, | cannot recall
the entire menu for a single one of those
meals. But | do know this: They all nourished
me & gave me the strength | needed todo
my work. If my wife had not given me these
meals, | would be physically dead today.

Likewise, if | had not gone to church for nourishment, | would be
spiritually dead today!' When you are DOWNM to nothing, God is UP
to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & re-
ceives the impossible!

Thank God for our physical & our spiritual nourishment! B. 1. B. L. E.
simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth! When you
are about to forward this to others, the devil will discourage you.

Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by the road with the beginning
of a sentence: “Thank God For...” Each week we'd like to
change the ending of that sentence to encourage people who
drive past to remember that God is the giver of all good things
- especially things we take for granted. Last weekwe thanked
God for LIFE.

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence next week.



Ash Wednesday & Lent...

Ash Wednesday - tradi-
tional service of ashes

The Season aof Lent begins
with Azh Wednesday. This
year on February 10. Azhes
symbolize our martality,
humility and need for re-
pentance before God. In ancient times people showed their grief
aver =in and repentance by putting on sackcloth and covering them-
selves with ashes. Aches also sugpest a need for cleansing- which
comes to us through the blood of Christ that was shed for us on the
Cross.

During Ash Wednesday worship, ashes are applied tothe foreheads
of all worshipers in the formof a small cross. Join us at 7:00 p.m.,,
February 10.

Lenten Soup & Sandwich Suppers ...
Each Wednesday during Lent we will provide a soup and sandwich
supper prior to the Lenten devotion.

Supper will be served from 5:30-6:20
[Except Ash Wednesday when supper concludes at 6:50)

The devotion will be from 6:30- 7:00
[Except Ash Wednesday which has a full warship service at 7:00)

Classes and studies will begin at 7:00
[Except Ash Wednesday where worship replaces classes/studies)

Please sign up if you can provide soup or sandwich any of the
Wednesdays
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L¢ML Lutheran Women's Misgsionary League

LWML News...

If you like to be on the planning end of things, please join us Febru-
ary 10th, @ 11:00 atLeone’s house. We have 3 special events to
plan for the year and also discuss the upcoming convention to be
held thizyear in Willmar. All are welcome to attend. Let Leone
know if you can be there. 354-4665.

Prayer is asking for rain. Faith is carrying an umbrella,

Thot for a day
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Friendship Sunday...

WHO CAM YOU BRING TO...
Friendship Sunday

February 14

As always, our annual “Friendship Sunday” is a great opportunity to
invite some friends to come and meet Our Greatest Friend - lesus |

Special Friendship Sunday Events:

* ‘Worship celebrating our Greatest Friend

¢ VALENTIMES BRUMCH after worship (prepared & served by the
men of Living Word)

Fizh Fry Swedish Meatballs
Potatoes/Onions Bread
Cole Slaw Milk / Juice / Coffee

Ice Cream [with lots of toppings!)

Talk to God aboutyour friends. Then talk to vour friends about God
{=simply invite them to join you for worship & brunch!)

Congratulations!

«  Brooklyn Elizabeth Johnson -
on being born to Allie & Joe January 14

Please email pastor@livinewordlutheran. net if there’s someone you'd
like us to extend congratulations to.

Sunday School News....

9:00 every Sunday morning

oY,

BOX

¢ (lasses Students start each morning with
music, prayer requests from the kids and offering

¢ “Lessons from the Toy Box” Bible Lessons based on Toys
Upcoming Lessons
Jan 31 - Honor your Dad & Mom [4th Commandment)
Feb 7 - Reverence of God
Feb 14 - Love for All
s Teachers /[ Classes: Pre-school to Kindergarten: Kari Sharp
1st & 2nd Grade: Amanda Sharp
3rd & 4th Grade: Violet Dauk
5th to Bth Grade Keith Hanson

¢  Rides are Available ([Talk to Mona Hjelle or Pastor David)




Mark Your Calendars... Page10  Pagell| start saving Toothpaste

Parents of Confirmation Students for the Link’s annual “lust the Basics” giveaway.

We'll have a short update,/planning meeting at 6:15 before the stu- )
dents have class on February 3. Saturday, April 30th, -

Gam to 10:30am
at Cross Roads Church.

Coming This Summer @ Lutheran lsland Camp...
Trailblazer Dinosaur Week (lune 26-July 1, Ages 7-11)

LIC will have their first Trailblazer (7-11) Dinosaur Camp this year.
Campers will spend time talking about God’s creation, the dinasaur.
Campers will receive some of the latest information about dinosaurs
We'lldo some digging, learn about fossils, put skeletons together, and
see if the Bible talks about dinosaurs. It should be a great week. The
costis $300. The Living Word LWML has scholarships available.

Tuesday's Table

WY
The Lmk

Link: Mpwale i, Fabauarny 2014

What Does the LC-MS Believe ?

Pastor will be hasting a “What does the Missouri Synod believe” class
for those interested in membership at Living Word. The class will be
held Sunday, February 5 from 1-4pm

We'll tackle questions like the ones listed below and also attempt to
answer whatever other specific questions you have about what we at
LivingWord believe.

Febuary o The month hal dthould worm owr heorts with lowve ond pleoss our slomochs wilh chocolale, bul
i hoed %0 fhenk QDOUT anyTeng Deing worrm and pleasant wihen we one prepanrng for lempendtures of 20
Ibelowd | con hock it s 0 Minnescian, but when my eysbrows crysholize in the fime that it taloes for me to
walk from the ofce o my cor, | om not happy!

The Link wouuld los 10 fhank ol of our 2015 Holiday Dinner affendes, sponson and gensrous donon., Thanks
o e penarosty of our community, The Link rosed opprasmately $298,000 in a single sveningl What o

What do we believe about God ? blesing o howe wuch G sirong community bo wpport our rrssion. This omount, in addilion o the $4.000
. 2 from e Chmbmos Chor Concert, & cndcal o corhnuang o provide sennces o those who are facing

What do we believe about prayer ? dificull CRCUMIlONCNT OF SXDINNCING Cld in CUF OPEG
What are the goals of Living Ward?

hat d beli b h ible ? I DasCambes, Ths Link soomoned 0 Mitten Tres Fropect, It was quite the learming experence. bul more
What do we believe about the Bible * L o smporianity | gol io wee he Chestrman spnt st hand with over 200 gifts danabad! Il Thal wasn' erough, |

i ? LUTHERAN dalvered gty and sow ther eaclement and apprecahon of knowing someons wes hinking of tham
g:at Is the FILJFFIDSE ofthe Church ? 2 CHURCH during the holidoys. it B our goal fo expand fhs project neat yeor to ofher local churches and onganizations
at do we believe about heaven and hell ? B S and make an even great mpact

What do we believe about sin and forgiveness?

What do we believe about creation and evolution?

What do we believe about baptism and communion?

What do we believe about eternal life - who will get it and how?
What do we believe about current issues facing Christians- like
abortion and same-=ex marriages?

O Decemiber 79, O Nad' s and The Open Door Cheshan Church sporsored Tussday's Table. I was o kst
fior both, but il v fruly 0 seccen with delcious food, enhusiafic voluntesn and o welcoming
atmosphens! The Link o gratelul lor the growing parinenhips ond despening relaionihips with area
Ibunrvesses and kool Chunches.

The Link b 0 beond nesy opporiursly o moke o kefing smpoct m Norfhern Kondyols Courty. With
= nndr, Thas Lo hew e tobliabesd ¢ :p ﬂrkf‘l”‘lwl s Willrmcw
i,

This class also serves as the instruction class for those interested in
dizcipleship (membership) here at Living Word. Please talk to pastor
if you have guestions about the class or would like to attend.

Ladies, Sawve the Date: April 15
{And MOT Because Taxes Are Due Then 111)

Plans are to hold a Women's Retreat that week- re
end. Mark your calendars. It will be a time of fun
and growth! Look for Retreat details in the March Newsletter.

Thot for a day: The best things in life may be free, but the optional accessories really run up the hill.

“Creafing o communi®y whene neighbon thare fhe kowe of God throwgh senvice to each ofher.”




February 2016 - Daily Devotionals

TODAY'S LIGHT BIBLE READING PROGRAM: We finish the practical wisdom book of Proverbs then
jump to the short book of Joel in time for the start of the season of Lent. Afer two more of the books
In the “Poetry” section of the Old Testament we finish with the propheces in Dankel and Hosea.

Jan 31 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Feb1 Proverbs 22-23 [23:1-35)

Feb2 Proverbs 2425 (24:23-M)

Feb3 Proverbs 26-27 (27.1-27)

Febd4 Proverbs 28-20 (29:127)

Feb5 Proverbs 30 (30:2-18)

Feb 6 Proverbs 31 (31:1-31)

Feb7  Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Feb B Joel1 (1:1-12)

Feb8 Joel2 (2:1232)

Feb 10 Joeld (3:1821)

Feb11 Songof Songs 13  (1:1-17)

Feb12 SongofSongs 46 (4:1-16)

Feb13 Songof Songs 7-8 (T:11-8-14)

Feb 14 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Feb 15 Ecclesiastes 1-2 (1:1-16)

Feb16 Ecclesiastes 34 (31-22)

Feb 17

Feb 18

Feb 19

Feb 20

Feb 22

Feb 23

Feb 24

Feb 25

Feb 26

Feb 27

Ecdesiastes 56 (5:1-20)

Ecdesiastes 7-8 (7-19-29)

Ecdesiastes 9-10 (9:1-18)

Ecdesiastes 1112 (121-14)

Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Damigd 1 (1:17.17-21)

Danial 2 (21-13,2445)

Danidd 34 3:130)

Daniel 5 (51-12,22-31)

Daniel 6 (81-23)

Danid 7-8 (8127)

Feb 28 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Feb 29

Iar 1

Mar 2

Mar 3

Mar 4

Mar &

Danied 9  @:1-18)

Danial 10-12 (11:3812:13)

Hosea 1-2(1:1-11)

Hosea 34 (315)

Hosea 56 (:16)

Hosea7-8 (B:1-14)




February 2016 - Living Word Church Calendar of Events

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Jan 31

200 ADULT STUDY
Sunday School - Toy Box

10:00 WORSHIP

11:15 Fellowship
1130 Cholr Pracice
€00 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIV.

Feb 1

9:00 Circut Pastors
@ Wamar

630 MEN'SSTUDY

3

&:45 MOMS' STUDY

€15 - CONFIRMATION
CLASS

630 - WOMEN'S STUDY

Lord's Supper Dates

+ Sunday, February 7th
Ash Wednesday, February 10th
Sunday, February 21st

7 H ] 10 ASH WEDMNESDAY 12 13
200 ADULT STUDY 84 MOMS' STUDY
Sunday School- Toy Box
1100 LWHML Plaming Mg
10:00 WORSHIP wiLord's Supper .
11:15 Fellowship 530 ELDERS' TEAM | 530 SOUP SUPPER MH
1:00 “WHAT DOES THE LCMS :
£30 MEN'S STUDY £:15 - CONFIRMATION
BELIEVE?” Clas ek WEDNESDAY
600 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIV.
7:00 ASH WED. WORSHIP
14 FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY 15 1% 17 18 " .1
00 ADULT STUDY B8:45 MOMS' STUDY \.-'l T
Sunday School - Toy Box IS5 ‘I_lj\_
10:00 WORSHIP 5:30 - SOUP SUPPER C%ﬂ 15t ry
11:15 FRIENDSHIP BRUNCH £:30 - LENT DEVIOTION
630 MISSION &
600 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIV. 630 MEN'S STUDY 7:00 -- WOMEN'S STUDY MINISTRY TEAM
£30 SRHIGH YOUTH STUDY — CONFIRMATION
n 22 Fa] 24 26 % Fij
900 Adult Study B:45 MOMS' STUDY
Sunday School - Toy Box
530 - SOUP SUPPER 430
10:00 WORSHIP wilord's Supper 6:30 - LENT DEVIOTION 7 ANNUAL
1115 Fellowshep Pancake PANCAKE FEED
11:30 CHOIR PRACTICE 7:00 —WOMEN'S STUDY & Mational Youth
600 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIV. £30 MEN'S STUDY — CONFIRMATION FM Gathering Fundraser
830 SRHIGH YOUTH STUDY
28 29 LEAPYEAR Mar 1 Mar 2 Mar3 Mar 4 Mar &
900 ADULT STUDY 845 MOMS' STUDY
Sunday School = = =
10-00 Vm‘rsup 5-%- SOUP SUPPER Sign UB;D have this newsletter sent directly to
11:15 Felloaship 5:30 - LENT DEVOTION you e-mail. Send 'H'{l.lrﬂl'lﬂll address to:

11:30 CHOIR PRACTICE

E:00 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIV.

B30 MEN'S STUDY

7:00 — WOMEN'S STUDY
-~ CONFIRMATION

newsletter@livingwordlutheran. net




Upcoming Schedules...

Scripture Readers

Feb7

Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 2B
Mar &

Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Wendy Robbin
Becky Sarsland
Mona Hjelle
Kevin Welsh
Linda Dilley
Jason Miller
Mark Fuglie
Tammy Fuglie

Fellowship Servers

Feb7

Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 2B
Mar &

Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Usher Schedule
Feb 7

Feb 14

Feb 21

Feb 2B

Mar &

Mar 13

Mar 20

Mar 27

Mona Hjelle [ Elaine Abraham
Friendship Brunch

Wiolet Dauk / Laurel lverson
Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Mike & Brooke Knutson

Becky Sarsland / Mary Raddatz
Wendy Robbin [ Alicia Sawatzky
Easter Breakfast

Kewin Welsh & Jamie lverson
Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen
Jason & Noah Miller

Wendy & Lonny Robbin

Joe Johnson & Brady Sharp
Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer

Linda Dilley

Kewin Welsh & Jamie lverson

Acolyte (little brothers & sisters can help)

Feb 7

Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 2B
Mar &

Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Altar Guild
Feb
Mar

Carson Jaspersen

MNoah Miller

Andrew Sharp

Lewi Miller

Eli Sharp

Lance Sawatzky
George Arends-Schmidt
Davis Rustad.

Mona Hjelle
Nancy Jo Wendt

Make A Meal Volunteers

February
March

Linda Dilley & Viclet Dauk
Bonnie Hansen & Gerri Strohbeen
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Thot for a day: Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a

garage makes you a car.
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Nursery [volunteers needed)

[Amanda Sharp - substitute helper)

Feb 7

Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28
Mar &

Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 27

Mona Hjelle & Moah Miller
McCartney Knutson & Davis Rustad
Gracie Geer & Andrew Sharp

Alana Friehl & Carson Jaspersen

Mona Hjelle & George Arends-Schmidt
McCartney Knutson & Lance Sawatzky

Gracie Geer & Noah Miller
Alana Friehl & Davis Rustad

Accompanying Musicians

Feb 7
Ash Wed
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 27
Mar &
Mar 13
Mar 20
Maundy Thurs
Good Fri
Sonrise
Easter

Custodian
February
March

Sharon Willen

Scott Wachter
Pam Johnson
Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen
Scott Wachter
Pam Johnson

Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen

Custodian needed
Custodian needed

Confirmation Parent/Assistant

Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 2
Mar &
Mar 16
Mar 23
Mar 30

Elders
Feb 7
Ash Wed
Feb 21
Mar &
Mar 20
I Thurs
Easter

Arends -Schmidts
Ash Wed

Sharps

Knutsons

Millers
Sawatzkys
Jaspersens

Mo Class

Rustads

Kewin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kewin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Keith Hanson



Email Humor...

Cousin Thomas
When Alexandra, my niece, was preparing for her first day of schoaol,
che confided in her mom that she was concerned about how her cousin
Thomas's behavior in the classroom might reflect on her. "He burps and
screams, he won't listen and he won't sit still,” she lamented.

"Well, how did it go at school?" her mom asked her when she picked
Alexandra up at the end of the day. "Did Thomas do anything to embar-
rass you?"

"Oh, no," Alexandrareplied. "All the boys are like that!"

Needed To Be Pushed
A few years ago the battery in my beat-up W Beetle had died because
| left the lights on overnight. | was ina hurry to get to work on time so |
ran into the house to get my wife to give me a hand to start the car. |
told her to get into our second car, a prehistoric oversized gas guzaer,
and use it to push my car fast enough to startit. | pointed out to her
that because the VW had an automatic transmission, it needed to be
pushed at least 20 mph for it to start.

She =aid fine, hopped into her car and drove off.
| sat there fuming wondering what she could be daoing.

A minute passed by and when | saw her in the rear-view mirror coming
at me at about 30 mph, | realized that | should have been a bitclearer
with my directions.....

Page18

How would you change if you spent just 10-15 minutes a day getting to
know God in His Word?

Join us in finding out.

Last January we began to read through the Bible to-
gether using the Today's Light Bible

THIS January.... d
If you haven't started reading yet... -|~

Or started and got ‘stuck’ in Leviticus.... |_|LJHT

Or maybe you had good intentions, but ...

Just Jump In With This Month's Readings

The Teday's Light Bible is divided into 10-15 minute daily readings with
an introductory paragraph before each reading and a summary para-
graph after each one.

Bibles are available at church. You may pick one up from the Free Stuff
table.

Thot for a day: Common sense is a flower that doesn't grow in everyone's garden,

Page19 | Janstrams Newsletter...

Jarussry 2016

A New Year, a New Beginning
Tanuary 6th: Fiest Day of Epiphany

Te's 300 P Dan i woddng ot his computar bt guthing caady e clase wp :110;' tor
tha nlght when a new small p o his “deibsop.” Pausing for a o

rends 17, he then turns to me. "Joan, wa've got the green light.” The d
and the daear fellew Chelstians we've met run threugh my mind's eve. ['m fleoded
with a miktars of happines: and reliaf to have reachad our geal. YOU sre the felks

that mada this happen

e said a micer haartfalt peaver of thanbagrang thae night. Our netwock of napport
has bean deamad "sustainabla” and new by tha erength of sur Trus Sustainer and
Light of tha Waeld, we prepars to move o Jupan

Year of the.. Snow Monkeys!

In vy sertardndan’s recant Wew Year's Latter sha informed us chat chis was the "Yaar
of the Menkey." Whan T e the above inaags of the famous Japandss macsguaas, 1
imagined Dun. and | 1 “incw menken” hesded for the hoogtings. Minnesotans sort

af look like that arcund this time of the rear. Baally

W il e flying East when our vias are ready - nest month? e won't be ralaxing

Chot springs reseet) for & whill, though, The first order of buslness whan

we arrive will probably be decisions about housing. Definitely an apartment, but
location 1o be datermdned. We will keep you postad.

Keeping Old Family Connections...

Wha'tm besn scpassting in mors family visits hers in Minnssots s our departars dass spprosches s wel] s

planning bow to sty in touch with our kved ones when »= are spart. Ooosle hangout” Skorpe” What's app”

Plenty of chowoss

Piczure o= the beft Dan with
his mozher the original
Jastram missionary. on cur

huasband's footstept, sad to
s44 him po. Pietery o0 tha
vight: Grandson Everect
saring bis “mack " “WhyT

Why are paps snd grandma

going on @ plans o |apan

“To boslp piestses el cthans

about fesas,” is my answer.

afd Building MNew Omnes

A [ write, Dan o sttendeng sroposia en Fort Warma, Indana at
our Concerdia Thectopical Semunary. Heo s pictured bem =it
dalagatas from India and Indonssia. toma of shom an in
discasson with our LOMS churdh atowr o

Thisy wers st prapassd jor che (e das o
0 Dan made & run 1o the o for thermal underwsss 5 ths

first order of business!

Along with Dan. narve other LOMS Asia mamsionanes are sl
attending the rmmpona. Bendes herting oar Asan dhurch
laadert, ther have been glanning for the Nee Yoar in A We
look formard to soineng chem!



Opportunities to Serve...

A Great Month To Use Qur Make-A-Meal Program

One of the best (and simplest) ways to share lesus’ love is by making a
meal for someone who is going through a tough time. Please use the
Prayer and Care cards in the attendance pad at worship or call Pastor
David or Meal Coordinator Linda Dilley if vou know of someone who
would appreciate a meal. Thanks | Our February Make-a-Meal volun-
teers are Violet Dauk and Linda Dilley

Bring Food Shelf ltems Every Second Sunday

We received donations of 12 pounds of food in January. Thank you for
remembering the 2nd Sunday each month to bring your donations,
{February 14 this month). Your donations are greatly appreciated!

Be “Custodian of the Month”

You [oryour whole family) can sign up to provide the necessarny clean-
ing A check-list of duties iz posted by the mailboxes. Please consider
being a part of this service. We are in need of custodians for both Feb-
ruary and March. Talk to Wendy or Lonny Robbin if you have ques-
tions or to volunteer yourself or your family.

We're looking for more Ushers

Please talk to Pastor David if you can serve ance every other month.

Read Scripture in Worship
Please talk to Pastor David if you can take a turn once every couple of
months reading our New Testament and Old Testament Scriptures.

Serve After-Worship Fellowship Snack
We are looking for mare folks to take a turn at serving snacks for fel-
lowship time after worship.

Help With Our Nursery
We need acouple more volunteers to help with our during-worship
nursery [ 2-4 year olds). Please talk to Maona Hjelle if you can help out

Copyright Kad A, Zomvwski
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An optimist thinks this is the best of all worlds, & pessimist fears this m ay be true,

Thot for a day:

National Youth Gathering Update...

The Youth Gathering is held every 3 years. The 2016 b
Gathering is this coming luly in Mew Crleans. o.ﬁ R,
L

T

¢  Our group decided to flyto N.O. (rather than take  |n Christ AMlone
a bus) - please pray for a reasonable airfare to he- M7 R
come available.
¢ Wehave 5 people registered (4 youth & One chaperone)
Lyndsay Ampe  Michelle lohnson
Emma Kallevig Gracie Geer
Alana Friehl

¢ We are still in need of one more female chaperone Please talk to
Pastor David if you could help chaperone.
¢  Ournext fundraiser will be the Annual Pancake Feed
- February 27 . ‘

---""
# Thanks for your prayers and support “'“::"/‘:.i

o

"i' o

JUSt FDI' FUI'I... Find the hidden Bible verse.

'rBiblrz Wordsearch™ scrmons of Jesus 5

Wordsearch 245 Matt 7-13-27
TF'ERFORHSWURDS‘ BEARS AGANST
V ' |BEAT  CLOTHING
APNNEOESIWEKI L E|grOAD EVERYONE
EGREGSOSEVLOWYF|BULT EVILDOERS
BGSAVNLLOHEVWV I RD|CRASH FEROCIOUS
FBRECAIAIROL JO y|DEMONS KINGDOM
e r E FepuTo c|ORVE LKEWSE
il el * [ENTER MIRACLES
TIDAPC I HTOHTSOD|FaLSE MNARROW
HLEAREAGCE® OSES E S|FATHER PERFORM
ETNKDSSRENLNOTD?E;'U?‘E mgglgg‘r
RWO IPRSUITOCRWA| LS cpriie
ED'I"HHREASMHEISEWhTCH TH|E‘§T[FS
TRRGETGI EAANRE L |wWNDS FOOLISH
NREDSAHDSMDDR O L|WOLVES GRAPES
EAVOYTNHSSHCT Aw|WORDS HEAVEN
GNEMTHFEROCIOUS
AR o g 8l vk Pedden wor a8 Dha Il owor leers apell out &

Bible verse reading from the iop befl Lo 1he botinm right

C________ e
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Opportunities for Growth...

Today's Light Daily Readings:
See pages 10— 11 of this newsletter E 3

1 Sunday Morning Study (9:00]) LI JH [
Stuff They Didn't Teach Me in Sunday i
School

Men's Study - Tuesdays (@ 6:30
-] st They Didn't Teach Me in Sunday
School

Woman

Wed. Evening Wom en's Study -
6:30 Wednes day evenings
"Emotionally Healthy Woman”

Mom's Study - . .

Wednesday, @ 8:30a.m. [childcare prowvided)
“Believing Jesus —The Book of Acts”

Confirmation Class
Wednesdays @ 6:15

Sr. High Youth Study

2nd & 3rd Sunday evenings @ 6:30 Friends are welcome too!
Lyndsay Am pe leads the study. Please call her 612-325-B960 with any
guestions or topic suggestions.

[lve Ry

Financia!

UMNIVERSITY

Financial Peace University
Sunday evenings @ 6:00

“What Does the LC-MS5 Believe” - Feb 7, 1-4pm

This serves as a Membership Course for those interesting in becoming
members of Living Word. Next class is next Sunday afternoon - we'll be
done in plenty of time b4 Super Bowl!). Talk to Pastor Dave if interested.

Could You Host A Small Group Study This Winter?

One of our Core Values at Living Word is that making disciples (people
who are committed to growing to become more like Jesus) happens best
insmall group settings. For exam ple, it's easier for people to get con-
nected to Jesus through small groups. It's easier to get to know other
Christians in small groups. Caring happens best in small groups. With
that in mind if you could host a small group study - at your home, a
coffee house or at church, please talk to Pastor David. There are many
different kinds of studies available. We can find one that fits your situa-
tion.
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God's faithfulness always surpasses our unfaithfulness,

Thot for a day:
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New Resource...

How Contented Are You ?

Are you satisfied with your life? Be honest. We live in what may be
the mast prosperous country in the world - more possessions, free-
doms, and opportunities than perhaps anywhere. Yet, we're among

= T the most discontented people in the world. What's =0 bad
-.-cm[:#‘;;m‘ about that? Read on...

Lucifer, the brightest star in heaven, was not content. He
wanted to sit on the Throne_ A third of the angels joined in
gt il his rebellion. They were all removed from heaven. They still

T are not content. Adam and Eve, without =in in the Garden,
@l were notcantent. They wanted to be like God. And ever
fl since the human race has not been content. Discontentment

robs you of the joy and peace that you desire- that God
intended!- and it does s0 on a daily basis.

There is hope. The Apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:11b,
"I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances." Despite
hiz high calling in Judaism and his impreszsive education, Paul con-
fessesthat he had to learn contentment and so do we. This “Project
Connect” booklet will help you in your quest to find what Paul found
- lesus gives the strength we need to be content in any and every
situation. Pick one up in the Project Connect rack by Pastor’s office.

o P |9
S s Laplid Lidy

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day

I[insﬁired by Luke 11:9: "So I say ip you, Ask and it wil be given to you;
Seek and you will find: Knock and the deor will be apened to you")

Remember to take a time-out to be “impudent™ and PRAY for...

God to remind us that the Jesus has grace and power for our lives
God to work through our Financial Peace University class

Who to invite to Friendship Sunday.

A reasonable airfare to open up for our National Youth Gathering trip

:El'hhankjng God forall the kids in our church - and all we leam from
em

What to "give up” and what to "take up” during Lent this year.

A successful Pancake Feed the end of this month.

Protection and boldness in witness for all persecuted Christians

God to embolden our Christian witness in our daily lives

The Holy Spirit to work through our Bible studies

God to keep strengthening faith thru the Today's Light Bible readings
God to raise up leaders in our nation who seek His will

The mission and ministry of the Jastrams in Japan




Story Behind The Song...

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

my heart awaking cris

One of the great parts of this time of B Rl an. praisea!
year isthe “morning gilds the skies™ a

little bit earlier every day. So, | thought
it would be appropriate to look at the

story behind that song.

'-l'“““I ;
. SRR

From the rising of the sun to its setting may the LORD's name is to be
praised. Psalm113:3

That verse from the Psalms is the foundation of this lymn - whose
author iz unknown - that first appeared in a German hymnal in 1744,

Roughly one hundred years after the songappeared in that hymnal a
priest by the name of Edward Caswall translated it into English. Ed-
ward had grown up in an Anglican parsonate in Yately, England (his
father was a minister in the Church of England). Edward followed in
his dad’s footsteps and became a member of the Anglican clergy. He
later converted to Catholocism and delighted in translating Latin
hymns into English.

While translating the verses of this hymn, Edward added some of his
own. The original English translation included 14 stanzas that remind
us in many of the aspects of everyday life to keep praise for the Lord
in our hearts and on our lips.

Here is the first verse we sing (LSB#807) and a sampling of some
great anes that we don't

When moming gilds the skies, My heart, awaking, cries:

May lesus Christ be praised!

When evening shadows fall, this rings my curfew call:

May tesus Christ be praised!

When you begin the day, O never fail to say:

May lesus Christ be praised |

And at your work rejoice, to sing with heart and voice:
May lesus Christ be praised!

Whene'er the sweet church bell peals over hill and dell,
May lesus Christ be praised!

O hark to what it sings, as joyously it rings,

May lesus Christ be praised!

When morning gllds the skics,
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Be this at meals your groce, in gy'ry time and place
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, when day is past, of all your thoughts the last
May Jesus Christ be praised!

When sleep her balm denies, my silent spirit sighs,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
When evil thoughts molest, with this | shield my breast,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

And the final verse:

Sing, sun and stars of space, sing ye that see His foce,
Sing lesus Christ be proised!

God’s whole creation o’er, for oye and evermore
Shall Jesus Christ be praised!

Editor's note: Listen tothis hymn at
https:/fvoutu.be/m FiMZWMSIO

Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting.

Thot for a day:

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
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Your teeth are store bought and as white as the
hairs on yer head. Song Oof SOlomoOn for Seniors


https://youtu.be/m_ZjM2WMSJQ

