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Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, Mew London, MM 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Chy Rd 9 NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@lvingwordlutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor... h
God doesn't tellus to celebrate Christmas, sowhy do

we? r
It's true that there's no command in God's Ward (the

Bible) telling us to celebrate the birth of the Messiah '. {
[(Christ). —_—

What we are doingin celebrating Jesus’ birth is following the example
we find in Bdodus 12 in the Old Testament. You may remember the story
of when the Angel of Death passed over the houses of the Israelites who
had followed God’s command to sacrifice a lamb and apply the blood to
their doorposts. This “pass over” event setin motion the exodus (“going
out”) of the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt. Of course, on their way
they had to cross the Red Sea. God parted the waters so they could walk
acrosson dry land, but brought the waters back on the Egyptian army
that was chasing them.

God instructed them (as we read in Exodus chapter 12) to celebrate this
miraculous event every year with a special feast called Passover. This
annual celebration was designed to serve two purposes:

1) To be areminder of what God had done for them, so they would
never forget how God displayed His love, power and salvation in that
event.

2} It would force themto be sure to tell future generations what God
had done, so the memory of it would not die out with the generation
that actually experienced it. As Moses said to the people when relaying
God's command, “And when your children ask yvou, “What does this
ceremony mean? you shall tell them...”

I'd say that it is very appropriate to do the same thing with the day God
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came to earth in human form as that baby in the manger. Celebrating
that event each year helps ensure that we don't forget that amazing
thing God did. It also ensures that we tell the next generations,
because they are going to ask the same kinds of questions as kids did
in Moses day: “What isthe meaning of this free.... and these
candles... and why do we give gifts.... and why did God come to
garth... #”

I'd invite you to join us for our Sunday School Christmas program,
{during worship on December 18 @ 10:00) when the kids will actually
answer our questions about the meaning of many of the symbols we
use for our Christmas celebrations!

Thanks for asking
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor @ livingwordutheran.net

Who Can You Invite?...

Two of the prophesies about the Messiah that God promised to send
talk of Him as being a “Light to the Gentiles.” People who are living
without Jesus are living in the dark - and that's no way to live!

Those of us who believe that lesus is truly the “Light of the World”
and our only Savior have the privilege of being like “mirrors” - re-
flecting the Light of Jesusto those around us.

One great way we can reflect that Light is by a simple invitation to
friends, neighbars, relatives. Invite them to join you for one of our
zpecial services this Christmas. Who can you invite? Pray about it.
Ask God to give you the words and opportunity. Then justdoit. Ask
them to come with you. Offer to pick them up. (And if they don't take
you up onyour invitation,, keep praying for them and for another op-
portunity to invite.)

¢ The Christmas Program (Sunday, December 18 @ 10am)
{Special music, songs by the kids and a play revealing the
meanings behind the symbols of Christmas)

¢ Christmas Dinner (Sunday, December 18 @ 11:15)

¢ Christmas Eve Candlkelight Worship (Dec. 24 @ Spm)
The entire service is done by candlelight.
The Christmas Story from Luke chapter two is interspersed
with Christmas Carols

¢ Christmas Day Worship (Dec. 25 @ 10:00am)


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
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Opportunities for Growth...

Could You Host A Small Group Study This
Winter? One of our Core Values at Living Word is that making disci-
ples (people who are committied o growing to become more like Je-
sus) happens best in small group settings. For exam-
ple, it's easier for people to get connected to Jesus
through small groups. It's easier to get to know other
Christians in small groups. Caring happens best in
small groups. With thatin mind i you could host a
zmall group study - at your home, a coffee house or
at church, please talk to Pastor David. There are
many different kinds of studies available. We can find
one that fits your situation.

ODDAYS

LIGHT

Today's Light Daily Readings:
See pages 10—11 of this newsletter

!‘xfﬁi;
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Sunday Morning Study (9:00
Stuff They Didn't Teach Me in Sunday School

Tghn p
iy
L

Join us as we begin to dig deeper into Paul’s letters b el
Men's Study- Tuesday, Sept 13th {@ 6:30
MEW MEMN'S STUDY - Begins Tues., Mov. &
“Fight” -
Winning the Battles that Matter Most

Mom's Study - -
If you'd be interesting in a Mom’s study group Tues-

day mornings (childcare provided) please talk to Pas-
tor

Wed. Evening Women's Study -
Wednesdays @ 6:30  “The Storm Inside”

3rd-6th Grade Group—
Meets Wednesdays @ 6:30
See page 21 for more information

H.5 Youth Study- December 4th @ noon
Sunday School: 9:00 Christmas Program practice (see info page 20)

Confirmation - Wednezdays @ 6:30
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Christmas is not a date, Itis a state of mind & heart.

Thot for a day:
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Opportunities to Serve...

Volunteer to help owr 3-6th Grader make cookies Our 3-6th graders
meet everyWednesday at 6:30. On Wednesday, December 14 they
will be making cookies. If you like to bake and could help out, please
talk to Violet. Thanks!

Help with the Christmas Dinner Check the “Christmas Dinner” page
for items to bring. Help & also needed to et up, take down and
SEMVE.

Be “Custodian of the Month” You {or your whole family) can sign
up to provide the necessary cleaning A& check-list of duties is posted
by the mailboxes. Please consider being a part of this service. Talk to
Trustee lamie Iverson if you have questions or to volunteer yourself
or your family. A custodian is still needed for January

Supgpest something to “Thank God For ..." Each week we like to
change the ending of our “Thank God For...” sign to encourage peo-
ple who drive past to remember that God is the giver of all good
things- especially things we take for granted. Last week we thanked
God for Everything | Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sen-
tence nextweek.

Read Scripture in Worship Please talk to Pastor David if you can
take a turn once every couple of months reading our New Testa-
ment and Old Testament Scriptures.

Serve After-Worship Fellowship Snack We are looking for more
folks to take a turn at serving snacks for fellowship time after wor-

ship.

Help With Our Nursery We need a couple more volunteers to help
with our duringsworship nursery (2-4 yvear olds). Please talk to Mona
Hjelle if yvou can help out

Bring ML Food Pantry |tems Every Second Sunday
Please place your donations in the purple ‘Food Shelf’ bax

LAY

LWML News...

The LWML planning meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Dec.
14th @ 10:00 atLeone's. It's time to plan for our general
meeting for January. All women are welcome to be a part of
LWML. Come and be a part of this important ministry. Watch for
further details on the general meeting for January.



Get To Know Your...

In an effort to “get to know™ your fellow-members, this month we
begin a new monthly feature where we introduce you to members of
various groups at LivingWord. We'll start with four of our eight con-
firmation students. Mext month we’'ll get to know the other 4.

McCartney Knutson - McCartney is 13 years old in

8" grade at NLS.

Her Parents: Mike and Brooke Knutson

Siblings: Two younger sisters, Alexa and Ella.

N Pets: Horses Junior and Dakota; Does Rasco and

 Link; A rabbit: Fluffy Nibbles; Guinea pigs: Pringle and

Abby

Faworite things to do:
Ing

Faworite Food:  Turkey tetrazzini and pizza

Faworite Class inSchool: Anything but English (probably Geography)

Extracurricular Activities:  Art Club, Dog Bowl, Riding Lessons, Girl
Scouts, Softball, 4H, Knowledze Bowl

An important thing I've learned in Confirmation: God loves us and

doesn't want us toget hurt (that's why He gives us rules.)

Horseback riding, 4Wheeling, writing, read-

Davis Rustad - Davis is 14 years old and just trans-
| ferred from Willmar to Paynesville where he's in the &
: Grade.

His parents: Alex Larsen and Dana Rustad.
Siblings: One younger sister, Zoe.

Pets: A dog named Jade

Faworite things to do:  Hunt, fish and trap

Faworite food: Mourning Dove

Faworite Class inSchool:  Study Hall

Extracurricular Activities: none

Faworite Person from the Bible [aside from Jesus): Matthew

An important thing I've learned in Confirmation: God is my only God

Lance Sawatzky - Lance is 12 years old in 7
Grade at KMS.
His parents:
Siblings:

Pets: Mone

Alicia and Brent Sawatzky.
One younger brother, Carson.
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Thot for a day: He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree.

Page 7

Faworite things to do: Hunt, trap, fish and camp
Favorite food: Taco John's

Faworite Class inSchool:  Math and Ag

Extracurricular Activities: nane

Faworite Person from the Bible (aside from Jesus): John

An important thing I've learned in Confirmation: Always love God

" Noah Miller - Noah is 13 years old and in 8" Grade
[home-schooled)
8 His parents:
Siblings:

er sister, Mikala.
[ Pets: 2 dogs

Faworite things to do:  Mine Craft

Fawvorite Food: Pizza dipped in chocolate pudding !
Favorite Class inSchool Math

Extracurricular Activities:  After-school Art Club Assistant
Favorite Person from the Bible: Abraham & Maoses

An important thing I've learned in Confirmation: God is here with us on
earth.

Jason and Sarah Miller.
A younger brother, Levi and young-

J‘ ¢ Choir Notes...
A

IR Our Choir Sings December 4, 18th and on Christmas Eve.
Rehearsals are after coffee fellowship ion the 4th and prior to
worship on the 18th and 24th. Join us to sing praises.



Email Inspiration...

Why Would He Come?
Why? He loves to be with the ones He loves.

or. Maxwell Maltz tells a remarkable story of alove like thiz. & man
had been burned and disfigured in afire while attermpting to save his
parents from a burning house, but he couldn’t get to them. They
perished. He mistakenly interpreted his pain as God’s punishment.
The man would not let anyone see him — notewven his wife.

She went to Dr. Maltz, a plastic surgeon, for help. He told her not to
worry. “l can restore his face.”

The wife was unenthused. Her husband had repeatedly refused any
help. She knew he would again.

Then why her visit? | want you to disfigure my face o | can be like
him! If | can share his pain, maybe he'll let me back in his life.”

Dr. Maltz was shocked. He denied her request but was =o moved by
her love that he went to speak with her husband. Knocking on the
man’s bedroom door, he called loudly. “I'm a plastic surgeon, and |
can restore your face.” Mo response. "Please come out.” Again there
WEE MO BNSWET.

5till speaking through the door, Or. Maltz told the man of his wife's
proposal. “She wants me to disfigure her face, to make her face like
yours in the hope that you let her back into your life. That's how
much she loves you.”

There was a brief moment of silence, and then, ever so slowly, the
doorknob began to turn.

The way the woman felt for her husband is the way God feels about
us. But He did more than make the offer. He took on our face, our
disfisurement. He became like us. Just look at the places He was will-
ing to go: feed troughs, carpentry shops, badlands, and cemeteries.
The places He went to reach us show how far He will go to touch us.

He loves to be with the ones He loves.

Prayer

Great God af the universe, lamamazed that You would leave the
glory of Heaven and become like me. | come to You with my disfigure-
ment and ask You to touch me with Your love. | want to be with You
as well. in lesus” nome, amen.

Excerpted with permission from In the Manger by Max Lucadp, copyright Thomas
Nelson.
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Thot for a day: Take C-H-R-I-5-T out of Christm as and you're left with a "miss."
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Thank-offering....

...Can Stll Be Given

God commanded the Israelites to come to
the temple once a year for ajoyful celebra-
tion of the blessings God provided in the harvest. This harvest festi-
val was called The Feast of Weeks.

Then celebrate the Feastof Wesks to the Lord your God by giving
a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the Lord your God
has given you. Deuteronomy 16:10

With that in mind we came together on Thanksgiving Eve for a spe-
cial joyful celebration of the blessings God has provided us. We
were each encouraged to bring a special freewill offering in propor-
tion to how God has blessed us this pastyear.

If you didn't have the chance to attend the Thanksgiving worship,
please pray aboutyour Thank-offering proportion.. Use the special
Thank-Offering envelope to make your Thank-Cffering.

" But whoam I, and wheo are my people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we
hawve given you only what comes from your hand.”

King David in 1 Chronicles 29:14

Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by the road with the be-
ginning of @ sentence: “Thank God For... ™  Each week
we'd like to change the ending of that sentence toen-
courage people who drive past to remember that God is the giver of
all good things - especially things we take for granted. Last week we
thanked God for EVERYTHING ! Let Pastor know how you'd com-
plete that sentence next week.

If you shop at Amazon.com, then try out smile.amazon com,
zelect Living Word Lutheran Church as your charitable organization
and Amazon will donate a portion of your eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases to support our
church.... S3ame great
online shopping with
an added benefit to
our church!

dmazon

AMAZON Qives.

p

——


http://smile.amazon.com

December 2016 - Daily Devotionals

Dec20 Revelation17-18 (18:18)

TODAY'S LIGHT BIBLE READING PROGRAM: We star the month reading the last book of the Blble,
the book that tells us how it 8l ends - but we intemupt our Revelation reading to go through the Gospel Dec21 Revelation 189-24 (18:20-24)

of Matthews durng the C hrstmas season, We'l finish Revelation (and our reading program) in January

Dec 22 Revelaion19  (19:1-10)

(In parentheses are verses to focus on it you are short on time that day)

Decd  Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed Dec23 Matthew1-2  (11825)

Dec5 Ravelation 1 (1:1-8) Dec24 Matthew 3-4 (4:1-11) 1

Dec6é Revelaion2 @17

Dec 25 Use the time today to worship and Celebrate Jesus' Birth

Dec? Revelaton 3 (3:14-22)

Dec 26 Matthew 5-7 (5:1-12)

Dec8 Revelation 45 (51-14)

Dec27 MatthewB-9  (9:1-8)

Dec9 Revelation 5-8:5 7.817)

Dec28 Matthew10-11  (10:142)

Dec 10 Revelation 8:6-9 (&1321)

Dec 29 Matthew12-13  (12130)

Dec 11 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed Dec 30 Matthew 1415 (14142)

Dec12 Revelation 10  (10:511) Dec 31 Matthew 16817  (18112)

Dec13 Rewvelation 11 (11:1-14)

Jan1  Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Dec 14 Revelation 12 (12.747)

Jan2 Matthew 1819 (182135

Dec 156 Revelation 13 (131-10)

Jan3 Matthew20-21 (21:1-11)

Dec 16 Revelation 14 (141-5)

Jan4 Mathew 22-23  (231-39)

Dec17 Revelation 15 (15:1-4)

Jan5 Matthew24-25 (2531-46)

Daec 18 Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed Jan6 Matthew 26-27 (273256)

Dec 19 Revelation 16  (16.1-16) JanT Matthew 28 (2&1-15)




December 2016 - Living Word Church Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
4 5 6 T B 9 10
00 ADULT STUDY -
$5 Christrmas Pgm practice | 8730 Circuit Pastors
& Living Word 6:30 -3*6" Gr. GROUP

10:00 WOR SHIP wicommunion
11:15 Felloaship
11:30 Choir Praciice

noon YOUTH BIBLE STUDY

6:30 MEN'S STUDY
Fii

5:30 - CONFIRMATION
6:30 -WOMEN'S STUDY

11 12 13 i 15
900 ADULT STUDY - 10-00 LWML KING SIZE BED
S5 Chriszmas Pgm practice .
530 ELDERS TEAM | 6:30 - 7.6 Gr. GROUP
1000 WORSHIP
1115 Fellowship &30 MEN'S STUDY: | 530 - CONFIRMATION | 630 MISSION &
1130 5.S. TEACHERS Mig MINISTRY TEAM
£30 -WOMEN'S STUDY
18 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 19 20 k3| 22 23 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
& DINNER
9:00 ADULT STUDY -
30 - 7.6 Gr GROUP 500
8 AT CHRISTMAS EVE
1000 SUNDAY SCHOOL s mEwS sTupy | 30" CONFIRMATION - CANDLE LIGHT
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 30 -WOMEN'S STUDY Lo 1% ¢ R -
i 'l'i ' I (wilLord's Supper)
! 1
11:15 CHRISTMAS DINNER T
256 CHRISTMAS DAY ki) 28 29 30 k) |
6:30 FFAA Night
1000 WORSHIP wicommunion Annua Whist
1115 Fellowship Might for aduits
Games for kids
Jan1 Jan 3 Jan 4 Jans Jan 6 EPIPHANY JanT
900 ADULT STUDY
SUNDAY SCHOOL %30 - 3.6 Gr. GROUP
CTl provides music
1000 WORSHIP wicommunion £ 30 - CONFIRMATION / testimonies
1115 Fellowship 5% MEN'S STUDY a at worship
£:30- WOMEN'S STUDY wmomow
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Upcoming Schedules...

Fellowship Servers

Decd  Tammy Wachter f Sarah Miller
Dec 11 Kerry & Lecne Quigley

Dec 18 Christmas Dinner

Dec25 No Fellowship

Janl Mona Hjelle f Elaine Abraham
lang Potluck

lan15% Viclet Dauk f Laurel lverson
lan 22 Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
lan 29 Gwen Ruchti

Usher Schedule

Decd  Brady & Andrew Sharp

Dec11 Linda Dilley & Davis Rustad

Dec 18 Wally Abraham and Joe Johnson
Dec 25 Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer

Janl Kevin Welsh & Jamie Iverson
Jan B Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen
Jan 15 Brent & Lance Sawatzky

Jan 22 Jason & Noah Miller

Jan 29 Bo & George Arends-Schmidt

Murse unteers needed

(Amanda Sharp - substitute helper)

Decd  George Arends-5chmidt & Mona Hjelle
Dec 11 Davis Rustad & McCartney Knutson
Dec 18 Christmas Program

Dec 25 Andrew Sharp & Carson Jaspersen
lanl  Ryland Engler & Mona Hjelle

Jan B Lance Sawatzky & Noah Miller

Jan 15 George Arends-Schmidt & Davis Rustad
Jan 22 McCartney Knutson & Andrew Sharp
lan 22 Carson Jaspersen & Ryland Engler

Jan 29 Mona Hjelle & Lance Sawatzky

Altar Guild
Dec Nancy Jo Wendt & Mona Hjelle
Jan MNancy Jo Wendt

Make A Meal Volunteers
Dec Scott & Tammy Wachter & Nancy Jo Wendt
Jan Wendy Robbin & Pam Johnson

Acolyte (little brothers & sisters can help)
Decd Lance Sawatzky

Dec 11 Andrew Sharp

Dec 18 Gage Dahl
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Thot for a day: Christmas gift suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness, To an opponent, tolerance.
To a friend, your heart, To a customer, service. To all, charity.
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Dec 25
Janl
Jan g
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 25

Elders
Decd
Dec 18
Dec 24
Janl
Jan 15

Scripture Readers

Decd
Dec 1l
Dec 18
Dec 25
Janl
Jan g
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 25

Accompanying Musicians

Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 24

Dec 25
Janl
Jan g
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 25

Levi Miller

Eli Sharp

George Arends-Schmidt
Carson Jaspersen

Moah Miller

Davis Rustad

Mark Fuglie & Jason Miller
Kevin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Ed Vegdahl & Mark Fuglie
Jason Miller & Kevin Welsh
Keith Hanson & Ed Vegdahl

Linda Dilley

Mark Fuglie
Christmas Program
Tammy Fuglie
Becky Sarsland

CTI

Mykki Foshaug
Mona Hjelle

Kevin Welsh

Sharon Willen
Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen
Susan Johnson
& Scott Wachter
Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen
CTi

Pam Johnson
Scott Wachter
Scott Wachter

Custodian

December

January

Ed & Ruth Vegdahl
Custodians Needed

December Discipleship Verse...

C)
.

The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call Him
Immanuel which means * God with us.”

Matthew 1:23


mailto:pastor@livingwordlutheran.net

Mark Your Calendars...

Living Word Annual Christmas Dinner
Sunday, December 18  11:15 a.m. (After the Christmas Program)

You are invited to Living Word Lutheran's annual CHRISTRAAS DINMER
following Sunday Services/ Children's Christmas Program on Sunday,
December 18th.

Meat (Turkey and Meatballs) will be provided, Each family is asked to
bring a dish to pass. There will be asignup sheet at church so that you
can indicate what items of food that you would like to bring, and the
approximate number of family members attending (zo that we can
adequately prepare for seating and food amounts), or if you are able
to assist with setup, serving, or cleanup. Any guestions or additions,
please contact Bonnie Hansen at 796-3605 or email text-
books@tds.net

ds

gisin Sauce Mustard Sauce b
Potatoes (mashed, scalloped, potato hotdish - o
your choice)
Spinach Salad Lettuce Salad
Other Salad Sweet Potatoes
Squash Vepetable
Baked Beans Fresh Vegetables and Dip
Cheese & Crackers Cranberry Sauce
Gallon of Milk Apple Pie
Pumpkin Pie Other Pie or Dessert

2 Dozen Buns/Dinner RollsLoaf of Bread (sliced & buttered)
Plate of Christmas Cookies or Christmas Breads

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

[Saturday, December 24 @& Spm)

¢ The entire service is done by candlelight.

¢  The Christmas Stony from Luke chapter
two is interspersed with Christmas Carols

¢ The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

Grace Living Community of Glen Oaks
1st Annual Fund a Need — Pasta Dinner
Thursday, December 8, S p.m.to& p.m.

Allyou can eat Pasta Bar and served with salad and Dessert
Evangelical Covenant Church- 208 Main 5t. M. Mew Londaon WM.
Tickets in advance are 515 and 520 at the door. Kids are 510

For tickets in advance contact a staff member or call 354-2231
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Thot for a day: Every evening I turnmy troubles over to God, He's going to be up all night anyway.
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FFAA Night: Friday, December 30 @ 6:30

“Fun For All Ages Mights" are not just for summer amy more | We will
be hosting the FFAA nights on the last Friday of every month. Decem-
ber's FFAA night is the “Annual CourtWhist Party.”

Two MEW things about the Court Whist Party thiz year:

1. Itwill be held atchurch. (We've outgrown Pastor & Violet's
house.)

2. We will have board games for the kids too.

Bring a friend and an appetizer to share! It will be a fun night!

SAVE the DATE:
CTI 14:22

Sunday, January 8
is Coming to Living Word

| The €11 group travels the world
= | sharing the Gospelin their music,
testimonies and dramas. They're
at Living Word during worship on
January 8

Meet the group at
https /fyvoutu be /350Tp7rd L5

Coming in January...

RESET » congregation-wide opportunity

From Sunday sermons to group studies we’ll learn
how lesus has the power to Resetour lives.

To reset something is, literally, to set it back to its
original purpose, its original design. When an elec-
tronic device is functioningin aless-than-optimal way, it can be reset it
so that whatever was stuck gets unstuck and all the connections can
run smoothly again. Similarly, when life is functioning in a lessthan-
optimal way, itcan be reset too. This happens firston the inside,
where our deep-seated cravings for significance and satisfaction live.

If you could host a study, please talk to Pastor David.

Week 1: Reset Wy Heart- It All Starts Here

Week 2: Reset Wy Mind - | AmWhat | Think About
Week 3: Reset My Voice - Good Mews for Bad Times
Week 4: Reset My Hands - Soul at Peace, Hands at Work


https://youtu.be/3SQTp7r4L-s

Miscellaneous Notes...

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table

Here's just a sampling of what you’ll find :

Read With Me Bibles for toddlers

Today's Light Devotional Bibles

December Living Word newsletters
December Today's Light daily Bible readings
Oct-Dec Portals of Prayer- daily devotionals
Family Devotion Books

Winter: A Great Time for Diredt Deposit Your Offerings

Bad winter weather may keep you away, butdirect-depositcan en-
sure your offerings are still supporting our mission while you are
away. Thrivent Financial sponsors Simply Giving, a direct-deposit
program that yvou can set up to have offerings automatically frans-
ferred from your bank account to the Living Word's general fund.
Please see Jason Miller for more details.

Sermons Now Available in Audio on our Website
hitp:/flivingwordlutheran .net/sermons.htm

{Or justclick on “Mew Sermons Online”™ at the bottom S[HM BNS
of the livngwordlutheran.net home page) +)

Sermons from this past month:

MNov 6- The connection between the election and All Saints Day

Mov 13 - Hope in the middle of weeping, wailing & grashing of teeth
Mov 20 - What do you look for in a king?

Thanksgiving - How is it possible to give thanks in all circumstances?
Mov 27 - Christmas Gifts for the King- Part 1
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NEW: We Prayed For You...

We have started a new prayer ministry where we
send out a card or two each week to people we
prayed for during worship.

How you can help: Simphy tell our card-sender, Nan-
cy JoWendt when you feel that someone you asked
us to pray for would be greatly encouraged by
getting a card. Then just call, email or text Nancy
with that person’s address. It truly is asimple way to
brighten the spirits of someone who's going though a tough time.

Sure, it's the thought that counts, but couldn't people think a little bigger?

Thot for a day:
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DECEMBER NEWS mm;

Chasity Dramadt. CBen! Bervices i Comenity Cnpsgement © 35 7

Exciting News:

In responss 10 an Emerging need, Thi: Link will be Bunching a Food Pan
Iry in January 2017_ When the New London Area Food Shelf closed in
Auguest 2016, 1 ksf a gap in resources. The Link's board and staff decided
o meel this critical nead.

Tha Need:

Each week, paopse from the community regques! food from aither the
mmmmmalmmmnm

»  Tramsporiation to the Willmar Area Food Shell, for some, is dificult,
impossible of oreales a cosl bunden,

» Food neads often exceed the 2-3 day food allotmenl provided by food
shelves—Ihe Food Panlry will also play a complimentary ros in addi-
tion 1o *filling the gap.”

How and Where You Can Help:

The Link has secured the space at our New London sie and is embarking

on a community campaign to stock the food paniny and elicit financial sup-

port io il the gap® in food resources in our community. The Link has set
& fundraising goal of $25,000 by December 31, 216

Donations can be made toc The Link, 310 Medayto Drive, Spicer, MW
G288 with Tood paniry™ in the memo. Please contact Chasity or Rhonda
with any queshons

Tuesday's Table

Dec. Gth: Our Lady of the
Lakes Catholic Church

Do, 130h Evangelical
Ciovenant Chiurch

Do 2y Fallh Luiihveran Chwanch
1\\ ‘1 Dex.. # Mo Tuesaday's Tatle
\ SRR S —
L
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Annual
Christmas

Concert:

A Christmas Choir
Concert fo beneifi
Thie Lirnk
Featwring Aea Church
Choirs
Sunday, Dec. 4, 3pm
Peace Lutheran Chuch

We are on the

move!
In January, Rhonda and
Chasity will be moving
their offices io the New
London silte as well This
wall prowide 3 one-siop
Spof v COMmmLnily meT-
bhers and a Simger igen-
dy for The: Link

Stock the Pantry:
Key food meims:;
A% eops, hread, cereal
canned fmets and Lﬂ_‘:ﬂfr‘.l-
.".l'f'."_, noodies and sauce,
peanul hufter jely, funa
Please Confact i:‘."ﬂ.ﬁ.’.‘}r ar
796-2322 to make 8 do
nahan of food

Merry
Christmas
The Link would ke o
wish you a very Memy
Chrisirmas. Yiour support
makes a diference’



Sunday School News...

Class: 9:00-9:50

Sunday School staff : i i-.“’-;,.'
Director: Mona Hjelle A
Music: Sarah Miller

Pre-K thru Kindergarten: Our Senior High girls:
Gracie Geer, Alana Friehl and Michelle Johnson

1st & Znd Grade: Amanda Sharp

3rd & 4th Grade: Violet Dauk

5th Grade- Ir High Keith Hanson

Subs: lazon Miller, Mona Hjelle

¢ CHILDREM'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Dec. 1B during the 10:00 AM Worship
Practice during the Sunday School Hour Dec, 4, 11 & 18

¢ NOSUNDAY SCHOOL on SUNDAY DEC. 25, CHRISTMAS DAY

s WE'LL CELEBRATE THE MEW YEAR WITH & PARTY
During the Sunday- School Hour- January 1, 2017, New Years Day

*  REGULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES - Resume - Sunday Jan. 8, 2017
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E-mail Wisdom...

Orne Sunday morning at a small southern church, the new pastor
called on one of his older deacons to lead in the opening prayer.

The deacon stood up, bowed his head and said, "Lord, | hate butter-
milk."

The pastor opened one eye and wandered where this was going.
The deacon continued, "Lord, | hate lard."
Mow the pastor was totally perplexed.

The deacon continued, "Lord, | ain't too crazy about plain flour. But
after you mix 'em all together and bake 'em in a hot oven, | just love
bizcuits.”

He paused, "Lord help us to realize when life gets hard- when things
come up that we don't like, whenewver we don't understand what You
are doing - that we need to wait and see what You are making.

After you get through mixing and baking, we know it'll be something
even better than biscuits.” Arnen to that!

Bles=ed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love.

Thot for a day:
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3rd—6th Grade Group...

Meets every Wednesday from 6:30- 7:30 p.m.
{Except on days MLS does not have school or is can-

celled)

Meets Wednesdays from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
. Dec 7: We will finish making the backdrop for the Christmas Fgm

*  Dec l4: ‘We will be baking Christmas cookies. [If you like baking

and could help that night, talk to Violet)
& Dec2l: TBA
. Dec 2B:

MNo meeting this week [Christmas Vacation week)

Kids are encouraged to invite friends
{We have postcard invitations they can give to their friends)

Organizers of the group are
Alex Rustad (320-905-1434),
Amanda Sharp (320-979-6285)
Vialet Dauk (320-2 20-0344)

Please feel free to contact them if you have questions or would like to
help in anyway. Thanks!




Story Behind The Song...

“Mary Did You Know?"

Since first being published in 1991, Mary Did You Know has become
one of people’s favorite Christmas songs - right up there with Silent
Might and Joy to the World.

Christian singer, songwriter and comedian, Mark Lowry (a former
member of the Gaither Vocal Band) wrote the words to Mary Did You
Knowin 1984 ... The original by Mark and the Gaither Vocal Band can
be heard at hitps: /fvoutu be/kpFChlpmSZk

In an interview with Martha Drake on AbsolutelyGospel com Lowry
zaid this, “My Pastor asked me to write the Christmas program for our
church, called The Living Christmas Tree, & | wrote some monologue
to go in between the songs. | started thinking & wondering if Mary
redlized the power, authority & majesty that she cradled in her arms
that first Christmas. | wondered if she realized those little hands were
the same hands that scooped outoceans & formed rivers. | just tried
to put into words the unfathomable. | started thinking of the ques-
tions | would have for her if | were to st down & have coffee with
Mary..you know, "What was it like raising God?" .. What did you
know?" " __What didn't you know?". Over time, it (the song) just hap-
pened & | had the lyric.

Mark was quick to give credit to his mom: “My mother was actually
the inspiration too, because (she said) "If anyone knew he was virgin
born, Mary knew it"._she (Mark's mother) said, the silence of Mary at
the cross was the greatest proof to her that the story is frue.”

The songwas first recorded by Christian singer Michael English and
then Country singer Kathy Mattea. It has since been recorded by over
400 people with Kenny Rogers & Wynonna Judd having the most pop-
ularversion. Lowry adds, “There is actually a disco version done by a
Christine W. that | heard had played in clubs all across the country
during Christrnas thatyear..it's actually pretty pood because she
enunciates the lyrics so well...my favorite version now though, is Christ
Church Choir at https /Avoutu. be i QDN pOWVEWSw it is amazing.”

Mary did you know that your baby boy will some daywalk onwater?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daugh-
ters?

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
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Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his
hand?

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?
And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God.

Oh Mary did you know
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again.
The lame will keap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the na-
tions?

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb?

This sleeping child you're holding isthe great | am

Editor's note: The versions mentioned in the article are good, but
ry favorite is by Penatonix at hitps:/Avoutu be AFCWNSpIGIE

An apology is a good way o have the last word,

Thot for a day

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
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OLE THE ANGEL was a last minute transfer
from his Hibbing Minnesota outpost to be
one Of the angels declaring the birth Of
Jesus, Dle's peculiar dress and language
friohtened the shepherds. Wke 2


https://youtu.be/kpFCbJpm5Zk
https://youtu.be/cQDnpOvZVSw
https://youtu.be/ifCWN5pJGIE

