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Let them sacrifice thank offerings |
l‘?‘t{f His works with songs of joy.
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November 2015 Newsletter
“Communicating the Love of Jesus”
Worship Hours:

Christian Gro Hour: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

PO Box 242, Mew London, MN 56273

Located north of the New London Township Hall on Cty Rd 9 NE
Phone: 320-354-4637

Email: pastor@livingwordutheran.net

Website: www.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor...

“Why do we have communion bread that tastes like
the stuff the dentist has you bite on when he takes x-
rays?”

—
(And other assorted guestions about the Lord's . (
Supper) '
| couldn’t help but laugh when one of the confirmation
students asked the guestion listed above. | laughed, because he had put
into words a thought that I'm guessing most of you have had at one
point or other about the wafers we (and most churches) use for
communion. One of the things | love about young people and kids is that
they aren’t afraid to put into words things the rest of us have often
thought - but never voiced out loud. .

| had previously talked with the class about the fact that we use
unleavened bread (no yeast) because the original Lord's Supper was a
Passower meal and the bread of the Passover was made without yeast
(per God's instructions in Exodus 12). My answer to the “wafers that
taste like cardboard” question was this “Becouse that's what the church-
supply places sell in mass quantities, so the wafers wWe use are easy to
get and inexpensive.”

As | reflected on that answer, it didn't strike me as a very good one, 5o |
decided this was an opportune time to try something better. As a result,
the confirmation class will be making the unleavened bread for our use
in communion for Thanksgiving Eve worship. Following that service,
each confirmation student and their families will take a turn at making
and providing the unleave ned communion bread for subseguent Sunday
communion services. Anyone else who would like to take a turn
providing the unleavened communion bread after that will be welcome
to do so.

Pase

Why offer communion at the be ginning of Confirmation not the end?
Following a number of sessions designed to help the students
understand what is going on in communion, the in-coming
confirmation class was invited to partake of the Lord's Supper with
their families on Reformation Sunday. The above guestion was a very
natural cne, since the previous practice was to commune only after
getting confirmed. It was a change that our Elders Team had approved
way back when Living Word was chartered, but this is the first year
since that time that we were able to implement the change as this is
the first year we've started with a totally new group of students.
Here's a sampling of things we locked at in making the decision:.

+ Lutherans have always referred to the Sacrament of the Altarasa
“Means of Grace.”

‘Grace’ is a ‘gift’ - not something we can earn. Thus, having
communion as the “goal” of confirmation definitely sends the wrong
signal that participation in the Lord's Supper is something that must
be earned. (Which easily leads to ancther very wrong assumption -
that salvation must be earned as welll)

+ Faithin Jesus is the basic thing that makes a person “worthy” to
partake of the meal:

Martin Luther, in answer to the guestion, “What makes o person
worthy to partake of the sacrament?” said this in his Small Catechism,
“Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.
But the person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in
these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But
anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” reguire all hearts
to believe.”

+ The Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 11 that worthy partaking of
the Lord's Supper also includes the ability to examine (or test) oneself.

The basic “test guestions” are certainly not beyond the grasp of
middle-school age students:

1. Am | asinnerin need of God's forgiveness ¢

2. Dol believe that Jesus died to forgive me and is my only way to

heaven?

Do | want His forgiveness for all my sins?

Do | want His help to guit repeating all my sins?

5. Dol believe that Jesus’ body and blood are given in this bread and
wine, and that through them | personally receive His forgiveness?

& Hawe | forgiven all those who have sinned against me?

B

The benefits God delivers in the Sacrament of the Altar are ones we all



need, and that definitely includes Middle Schoolers.
=  Personal forgiveness of your sin
=  Strengthening of our faith in Jesus

*  The Very Presence of Jesus coming to dwell in you through His
body and blood - with His power for all that life throws at us.

Why do we say that we receive Jesus’ body and blood in
communion?

Another great guestion..... The communion meal looks and tastes
like bread and wine - and it was bread and wine that Jesus used
when He instituted the Lord's Supper as part of sharing the Passover
Meal with His disciples the night before He died on the cross to pay
for our sin. But we believe that we receive not just bread and wine,
but also Jesus’ body and blood along with the bread and wine. We
believe this simply because of Jesus’ words “This is my body... this is
my blood.." as He instituted the meal. (See Matthew 26). Note: we
do not believe that the bread and wine changes inte lesus’ body
and blood, but that Jesus’ body and blood are truly present in the
bread and wine. .

Thanks for asking
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwa rdl uthe ran. net
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A HUGE THANK YOU... To Our Living Word Family

... for the cards, messages and gifts you gave us on Pastor (and wife)
Appreciation Sunday | We alsogreatly appreciate each of you and
thank God for your partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ !

Pastor David & Violet

Email Wisdom...

[This little girl was wise beyond her years!)

A grandfather walking past his young granddaughter's room one
night saw her kneeling beside her bed, with head bowed and hands
folded, repeating the alphabet.

"What are you doing™" he asked her.

She explained, "I'm saying my prayers, but | couldn't think just what
to pray for. 5o I'm just saying all the letters of the alphabet, and God
can put them together however he thinks best.

Thot for a dnf= & friend is a person who listens attentively while you say nothing.
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Miscellaneous Notes...

[t's Not Too Late to Join Our CHOIR A e =
We will be rehearsing soon for the Christmas 5 “_'Gf . £
Program which is December 20th. Rehears- "éi:f:j hr’ . v
als are the last 2 Sundays of November after W (& 1{, -, |

. L i i’a—,:,_'.._'n.
fellowship. & N 5

Please Check the Directory Proof Copy.

A proof copy of the Living Word Church Directory is posted on the
white board outside Pastor's office. Make check it out and list any
changes,/additions for you or your family on the copy. If we don't
hawve a picture of you and your family, please email one to Violet -
violetdauk@tds.net Thanks!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table
Here's just a sampling of what you'll find :

+ Read With Me Bibles for toddlers

+Today's Light Devotional Bibles

+ November Living Word newsletters

+ Local coupons

+ November Today's Light daily Bible readings
+ Oct—Dec Portals of Prayer - daily devotionals
+ Christian magazines & Videos

YOU CAN PLAY HANDBELLS

It's really not that difficult. If you can count, you can

play! We have the opportunity to form a Bell Chair

to play for worship. Please talk to Jasom or Sarah u
Miller if you'd like to be a part of it! CHDIR

League

n ~ Plans are in the works to form a church-bowling
-'*_‘ r;(m _ { »ﬁf league this fall atthe Mew London Bowl. The

Yt /1 league will run for 16 weeks and begin late Octo-

| #w ber or early November. We are looking to field
two mixed-doubles teams (4 people/team). Cost
will be 511/person for each week. This will be a
handicap-league, 50 everyone can compete on
the same level. Please talk to Brady Sharp if you would like to bowl
aor have guestion. Thanks.

Church-Bowli




Mark Your Calendars...

Fall Voters” Assembly

Sunday, November 8 after fellowship

The purpose of the fall assembly is to approve both a 2016 budeet and
2016 ministry goals. The Mission and Ministry Team came up with a
set of recommended goals at their September planning meeting. They
will be preparing a proposed budget at their October meeting.

Communion Schedule in November

The Lord's Supper will be celebrated in November on the regular first
and third Sunday schedule. Nowvember 1 & 15). We will also celebrate
communicn on Tha nksgiving Eve, November 25.

MOVIE NIGHT IS BACK !
Wednesday, November 11 @ &:30

MEW IN TOWN
A funny look at (sterectypical) life in Minnesotal
Popcorn is provided

Owr Friends at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Willmar Invite Us to Join
Them fora :
BUS TRIP—SATURDAY, NOWVEMEBER 28

Celebrate in gyingin’ style this holiday season with Old Blue Eyes at
the Plymouth Playhouse. [Cost: 544.00)

Meothing is silent about this night where four singers serve up cool ver-
sions of Sinatra mainstays like “Fly Me To The Moon,” “Love and Mar-
riage,” and “| Get A Kick Out of You.” Plus, groovy versions of Sinatra
Christmas hits like “Winter Wonderland,” “Silver Bells” and “I'll Be
Home for Christmas,” along with Rat Pack-like renditions of “Twas the
Might Before Christmas” and "The Twelve Days of Christmas."”

We Will Travel To

¢+ Bachmann's in Plymouth
*  Plymouth Playhouse
*  (ld Country Buffet (on your own)

Bus Leaves At 11:00 A.M. from Redeemer's Morth Parking Lot
*Bring a bag lunch to eat on the way to Plymouth.

Sign Up and Payment Due by SUNDAY, NOV. 15. Call the Redeemer
office to reserve your spot. 320-235-4685

£

Thot for a dnjﬂ Every evening I turn my troubles over to God, He's going to be up all night anyway .
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Thanksgiving Eve Worship...
Wednesday, November 25 @ 7:00 p.m.

A special Thank-offering will be collected.

Please use the Song-Suggestion Box to let us know favorite songs of
Thanksgiving and Praise that you'd like to sing at this service.

Ladies, Save the Date: April 15
(And NOT Because Taxes Are Due Then 111}

Plans are to hold @ Women's Retreat that weekend. Mark your calen-
dars. It will be a time of fun and growth!

“f Charles Dickens Christmas”

Join the small groups of carclers going around Mew London. Dates are
Mov. 14 and December 12. Try to dress in “Dickens” era clothing if pos-
sible. Contact Sandy Pierce @ 320-235-02B2 or cell B05-231-2620 if you
are interested.

Living Word Fall Craft Bazaar...

Saturday, November 14- 9am to 2pm.

We will have crafters from the congregation and friends selling items
they create - just in time for the holidays and gift-giving. If you make
crafts and would like to have a table, please talk to Amanda Sharp

LWML News...

& At our October meeting we elected these offic-
ers for 2016:

(amanda_sS0BE@yahoo.com or 320-354-0088)

President - Lecne Quigley
Vice President - Pam Johnson
Treasurer - Nancy Jo Wendt
Humamn Care - Violet Dauk

*  Meeting times will switch to Tuesday evening
beginning in January.



E-Mail Inspiration... (received via e-mail)

The late Chuck Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship, tells the story of
a notorious prison in Brazil named Humaita. [t was 5o run-down and
ineffective the Brazilian government turned the prison over to two
Christians. From that moment the prison was run on Christian princi-
ples. With the exception of two full-time staff, all the work was done
by the inmates.

Chuck Colson visited the prison and he said, "When | visited Humaita, |
found the inmates smiling, particularly the murderer who held the
keys, opened the gates and let me in. Wherever | walked, | saw mien at
peace. | saw clean living areas and people working. The walls were
decorated with biblical sayings from Psalms and Proverbs. My guide
escorted me to the notorious prison cell once used for torture. Today,
he told me, that torture room houses only a single inmate. As we
reached the end of a long concrete corridor, he put the key in the lock
and he looked at me and asked, "Are you sure you want to go in to see
this prisoner?’

Colson, "OF course, I've been in isclation cells all over the world."

Slowly he swung open the massive door and Colson saw the prisoner
in that punishment cell - it was a crucifix, beautifully-carved by the
prisoners and on the cross hung the prisoner Jesus. The guide said to
Chuck Colson, "He's doing time for the rest of us. He gave his life for
us. He's changed our lives.".
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THANES...
... to Everyone who helped with our Smoke-Detector Battery Out-
reach

Thank God For...

You've seen our sign board out by the road with the THAMY GO0
beginning of a sentence: “Thank Ged Fer... " TOUR MOM (ROSE
Each week we'd like to change the ending of that m
sentence to encourage people who drive past to

remember that God is the giver of all good things -

especially things we take for granted. Last week we thanked God for
Communion - The “Sinner Dinner’ Let Pastor know how you'd com-
plete that sentence next week.

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence next week

I try to take one day at atim e but sometimes several days attack me at once.

Thot for a day:
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We served 120 people
and made $1042!

Thank you...

... Qutreach Director Aman-
da Sharp for organizing the
event !

... Everyone who made food,
donated food, served or
helped in anmy way!

Wednesday Bible Study...

“The JOURNEY from unbelief to faith” -
JOURNEY
MOMS’ STUDY (8:30 a.m. Wednesdays) Faou 4 ¥

WEDNESDAY NOON WOMEN'S STUDY

SECOMD CHAMNCE: Pat Burke grew upina
troubled home. Her father was an abusive
alcoholic, and God was nowhere to be seen.
The few Christians she met felt exclusive and
unwelcoming to her.

DEAD IS5 DEAD: Eddie Balfour spent his child-

hood in Mew Orleans. As a Jewish, young man he found discrimination
and hatred everywhere he turned —especially from Christians who
called him a “Christ-killer,” a title he secretly relished.

BURIED WITH BUDDHA Marcia Montenegro's family moved a lot
when she was young. Her desire to learn about religions beyond Chris-
tianity led her to astrology and New Age teachings.

X-BOX ATHEIST Tyler Mann embraced science at an early age. Im his
mind evolution unseated creation and the need for any god to exist. As
Christians tried to witness to him, he took delight in guestioning, prod-
ding and attacking their faith.

From their youth these four men and women seemed to be set on
lives that would always be separate from God. But in this study we will
watch the Holy Spirit step in and guide them along unexpected paths
from antagonism to faith in Jesus Christ.

As wewatch these Journeys from Unbelief to Faith we will gain valua-
ble insights about how to connect with the ever-increasing number of
people inour lives who are on that journey.



November 2015 - Daily Devotionals

TODAY"S LIGHT BIBLE READING PROGRAM: We aspend the month in the Old Testament anc

make the transition from “history” books to the * postryfwsdom” books of Job and Psalms
(in parenthesas are versas to focus on if you are short on time that day)

Nov 1

Nov 2

Mov 3

Nov 4

Nov 5

Nov &

o 7

Mov 8

Nov 9

Nov 10

Mow 11

Nov 12

Nov 13

MNov 14

Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Nehemiah 9:1-10:39 (9:22-38))

MNehemiah 11.1-13:31 (122747

Esther 11-223 21:23)

Esther 21-417  @:147)

Esther 51-7.10 :1-10)

Esther §1-10:3 @:1-11)

Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Job 1:1-22 (1:1-3,6-20)

Job 2:1-328 (3125

Job 41-527  (&1-21)

Job 61T 21 (©1-30)

Job 8:1-10:22 @:1-22)

Job 11:1-12:25 (11:1-20)

Mov 15 Usethe time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Nov 16 Job 13:1-14:22 (14:122)

MNow 17

Nov 18

Now 18

Nov 20

Nov 21

Nov 22

Mov 23

Nov 24

Mov 25 Job 35:1-37-24 (351-18)

Nov 26

Nov 27

MNov 28

Nov 29

Nov 30

Dec1

Dec2

Dec 3

Dec4

Decs

Job 151-17:16 (8122

Job 1811928 (19:1-28)

Job 206 1-21:34 21-1-34),

Job 221-24:25 @3:1-17)

Job 25:1-28°28 (26:1-28)

Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Job201-31:40 (31:3540)

Job 32 1-34.37 (33:1-28)

Psaim 118 (for Thankaghing)

Job 381-41:34 (38:4-740:1-5)

Job 421-T (427-17)

Use the time today to worship and catch up on any readings you missed

Psam 11-610 (Psaim 1)

Psam7.1-117 (Psaim9)

Psams 12:1-17:50 (Psaim 17)

Psams 18:1-22:31 (Psaim 22)

Psams 231289 (Psaim 24)

Psalms 201-24:22 (Psaim 32)




November 2015 - Living Word Church Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5.00 ADULT STUDY £:20 MOMS' STUDY Lord’s Supper Dates
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Noon WED NOON STDY « Sunday, November 1st
10:00 WORSHIF wiLord's Supper
1s et . O — = Sunday, .vaember 15th
CLASS « Thanksgiving Eve, Mov 25th
630 MEN'S STUDY
630 SR HIGH YOUTH STUDY 590 - WOMEN'S STUDY
8 9 i0 11 12 13 H
500 ADULT STUDY 330 MOMS® STUDY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 00 - 200
Moan WED NOON STDY ANHUAL
10:00 WORSHIP FALL BAZAAR
11:15 Felloaship 53 ELDERS' TEAM B:15 - CONFIRMATION
CLASS
63 MEN'S STUDY
11:30 FALL VOTERS" ASSEM BLY 530 MOVIE NIGHT
15  SHODE BOX DE DICATION 16 17 18 19 20 Fa
500 ADULT 5TUDY 230 MOMS 5TUDY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Opemnon Chisimas Child deadiine Moon WED NOON 5TDY
10:00 WORSHIP wiLord's Supper 6:15 - CONFIRMATION
1115 Fellowship CLASS 630 MISSION &
6.3 MEN'S STUDY MINISTRY TEAM
630 SRHIGH YOUTH STUDY 630 — WOMEN"S STUDY
22 23 24 25 26 THANKSGNING 27 28
DAY
9:00 ADULT STUDY = T i
SUNDAY SCHOOL 77,
10:00 WORSHIP JERH(. :
7:00 THANK SGIVING SGIVI
EVE Wi BRI THT G i I RE 0
1115 Fellowship £:30 MEN'S STUDY Worship
11:30 CHOIR PRACTICE {(wiLord's Supper) Q.
29 30 DEC 1 DEC 2 DEC 3 DEC 4 DEC 5
B:30 MOMS' STUDY

500 ADULT 5TUDY
55. PROGRAM PRACTICE
10:00 WOR SHIP

11:15  Fellowship
11:30 CHOIR PRACTICE

8:30 MEN'S 5TUDY

Mogn WED NOON STDY

B:15 - CONFIRMATION
CLASS

630 — WOMEN'S S5TUDY

Sign up to have this newsletter
sent directly to you

newsletter@livingwordlut heran.net

e-mail. Send
your ema il address to:




Upcoming Schedules...

Scripture Readers

Mow 1
Mov 8
Nowv 15
Mowv 22
Mowv 29
Dec &
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27

Scott Wachter
Wendy Robbin
Becky Sarsland
hona Hjelle

Kewvin Welsh

Linda Dilley

Jason Miller
Christmas Program
hark Fuglie

Fellowship Servers

Mow 1
Mov B
Now 15
Mowv 22
Mowv 29
Dec &
Dec 14
Dec 20
Dec 27

Usher Schedule

Mow 1
Mov B
Now 15
Mowv 22
Mowv 29
Dec &
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27

Elders

Mow 1

Mowv 15
Thiszvg Eve
Dec &

Dec 20

Chrs Eve

Altar Guild
Mow
Dec

Marciz Welsh / Pam lohnsan
Tammy Wachter / Sarah Miller
Maona Hjelle [ Elaine Abraham
Violet Dauk / Laurel Iverson
Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Leone & Kerry Quigley

Mike & Brooke Knutson
Christmas Dinner

Becky Sarsland / Mary Raddatz

Kewvin Welsh & Jamie lverson
Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen
lason & Moah Miller

Wendy & Lonny Robbin

loe Johnson & Brady Sharp
Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer

Linda Dilley

Kewvin Welsh & Jamie lverson
Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen

Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kewvin Welsh & Keith Hanson
Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Kevin Welsh & Keith Hanson

Mancy lo Wendt
hona Hjelle

Make A Meal Volunteers

November
December

Pam Johnson & Donna Peterson
lamie Iverson & Mona Hjelle
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Unless you can create the whole universe in 5 days, then perhiaps giving "advice" to

God isn't such a good idea,

Thot for a day:
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Acolyte [little brothers & sisters can help)

Nov 1
Mowv 8
MNov 15
Now 22
Nowv 29
Dec &
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27

Andrew Sharp

Levi Miller

Eli Sharp

Lance Sawatzky

George Arends-5chmidt
Davis Rustad

Carson laspersen

Nosh Miller

Andrew Sharp

Accompanying Musicians

Nov 1
Mowv 8
Mov 15
Now 22
Now 29
Dec &
Dec 13
Dec 20
Chrs Eve

Ghrs D=y
Dec 27

Custodian
November
December

Sharon Willen
Scott Wachter
Pam Johnson

Scott Wachter
Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen
Scott Wachter
Sharon Willen
Pam lohnson

Scott Wachter
Scott Wachter

Jamie & Laurel lverson
Sawatzkys and Marylee Moore

MNursery [wolunteers needed)

[Amandz Sharp - substitute helper)

Nov 1
Mowv 8
MNowv 15
MNow 22
Now 29
Dec &
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27

Maona Hjelle
McCartney Knutson
Gracie Geer

Alana Frighl
Michelle lohnson
Mona Hjelle
McCartney Knutson
Gracie Geer

Alana Frighl

Confirmation Parent-Assistant

Nov 4
Now 11
Mowv 18
MNov 15
Dec 2
Dect
Dec 16
Dec 23

Sawatzkys
lzsparsens
Rustads

Mo Class
Arends-5chmidts
Sharps

Knutsons

Mo Class



Sunday School News....

9:00 every Sunday morning

* [lasses: Students start each morning with music, prayer

reguests from the kids and offering .

+« Teachers [ Classes:

Pre-school to Kindergarten: Kari Sharp

1st & 2nd Grade Amanda Sharp
3rd & 4th Grade: Viclet Dauk
5th to Bth Grade Keith Hanson

* Rides are Available ([Talk to Mona Hjelle or Pastor David)

Sunday School Lessons for Movember:

Mov. 1 -" Shoebox - What's in it for Me?
Jn 13117, Mt 20:25-28; Php 2:5-11

Mov. & - "Shoebox - Qutside the Box™ Jn 4:4-26 &4:31-38
Mov 15 - Fall Festival

Mov 22 - Thanksgiving Lesson - Psalm 100:4

Mav. 28- Christmas Program Practice

Dec. & - Christmas Program Practice
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Operation Christmas Child

(Cnly two weeks left 111}

The Sunday School and the Congregation are inwit-
ed to participate in "Operation Christmas Child".

If wour child/children would like to participate in
thiz each child will receive 510.00 to help pur-
chase items to fill their boxes. Pre-printed shoe boxes are available
at the church. There are also brochures that give suggestions about
what should be packed in the shoe boxes. Boxes will be dedicated
on Sunday, Nov. 15th, and last day to bring to church will be
Wednesday, November, 18th. Please let me know if your child would
like to participate. Thanks!

Christmas Program Practice Begins Nowv. 29

| would like to invite your children (or grandchildren, or even the
‘kids next door') to participate in our Children's Christmas Program.
The program will be Sunday, Dec. 20th during the 10:00 Waorship
Service. Practice will be on Sunday morning's during the Sunday
School hour. Please let me know if they would like to participate, so |
can make them a part of it. You can contact me by email
(rhjelle@tds.net or text 320-212-006%9. Thanks!

Mona Hjelle, Sunday School Director

Thot for a dn‘f: Safety is not the absence of danger, but is the presence of God.
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Men'’s Study / Sunday Morning Study...

A Man Mamed Martin - Part 1: The Man

Men's Study - Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Maorning Study - 2:00 a.m.

In A Man Named Martin - Part 17 The Man we
encounter a 15th-century religious reformer
from Germany who broke ranks with the Catheolic Church. This Bible
study is the first of a three-part series devoted to Martin Luther —a
monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of God's justification of sinners
through faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of the Protestant
Reformation.

In this five-session Bible study, Luther's life and times are examined
through the lens of history, religion and theclogy. Expanding on com-
mentary from Rev. Gregory Sgltz, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, nu-
merous scholars add their expertise and perspective to render an illu-
minating portrait of the life of this extracrdinary human being.

The influence and impact of Luther's life is the stuff of serious study.
As a forlorn sinner feeling lost and desperate before a stern and ex-
acting Judge, Luther desponded of all hope for eternity. But as one
who came to cling to the Spirit-delivered truths of justification by faith
and the liberty believers experience by God's grace, he rebounded to
become a triumphant ambassador for the Gospel.

The details of Luther's life — his childhood with his parents Hans and
Margaret, his university pursuits, his decision to become a monk, his
protestation of Catholic practices, his woluminous and erudite schaolas-
tic output, his life in hiding, and his roles as husband and father -- are
all considered in this study. A Man Named Martin is a fresh and ex-
plorative lock at an individual whose staunch faith and outreach re-
main a standard for Christ-centered living to believers in the 21st-
century.

November Discipleship Verse...

Let them sacrifice thank offerings
and tell of His works with songs of joy.
Psalm 107:22



Opportunities to Serve...

A Great Month To Use Our Make-A-Meal Pr

One of the best (and simplest) ways to share Jesus’ love is by making a
meal for someone who is going through a tough time. Please use the
Prayer and Care cards in the attendance pad at worship or call Pastor
David or Meal Coordinator Linda Dilley if you know of someone who
would appreciate a meal. Thanks ! Qur November Make-a-Meal vol-
unteers are Pam Johnson and Donna Petersomn

Bring Food Shelf ltems Every Second Sunday

We only had a couple items donated in October. Please remember to
bring food items the 2nd Sunday of each month (November B this
month). Your donations are greatly appreciated!

Be “Custodian of the Month”

You [or your whole family) can sign up to provide the necessary clean-
ing A check-list of duties is posted by the mailboxes. Please consider
being a part of this service. Talk to Wendy or Lonny Robbin if you have
guestions or to volunteer yourself or your family.

Sing With Us_{in the choir

We will be rehearsing soon for the Christmas Program which is De-
cember 20th. Rehearsals are the last 2 5undays of November after
fellowship.

PLAY HANDBELLS

It's really not difficult. If you can count, you can play! We have the
opportunity to form a Bell Choir to play for worship. Please talk to
Jason or Sarah Miller if you'd like to be a part of it!

Read Scripture in Wors hip
Please talk to Pastor David if you can take a turn once every couple of
months reading our Mew Testament and Old Testament Scriptures.

Serve After-Worship Fellowship Snack
We are looking for more folks to take a turn at serving snacks for fel-
lowship time after worship.

Help With Our Nursery
We need a couple more volunteers to help with our during-worship
nursery (2-3 year olds). Please @lk to Mona Hjelle if you cam help.
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Thot for a dr.l'f: Mo m atter how much you push the envelope, it still be stationery.

Tuesday's Table in November;

Food, Friends, Fellowship,
Nowember 3rd: Qur Lady of the Lakes Cathalic

Church
k Newember 10th: Evangelical Covenant Church
Mowember 1 Tth: Faith Lutheran Church
November 24th. Pesce Lutheran Church

The

Link Mewslether, November 2015

Just os expecied in Minnesola, we have had an amay of weather over the past few weeks. We
have 1een femps hil a: high a3 87 degrees and o3 low o 28 degrees! Wow a difference of over
&) degreas in just ane weekl Wel that i why we love Iving in Minnetota nght? Boch day bengs o
new adveniure oi wel a3 o new wardroDe!

About a maonth ago, our new Chent Senaces Adveory Team met, The group corsists of fve
compassionate community memben who are wiling lo volunieer their fime o assist The Link with
allocatng our funds in fne most efficient way. They wil serve The Link by being available via emai
and phone when a difficull clien! stuation anses. This will help support the Client Services Direclor
whan having fo make challengng decimons, Af fimes beng the orly penon worong with farniie:
can be sheufyl, epecally when some lamilies face ieveral bamen Hopelully the group
memben con help brainstorm different ideos and share ofher resources as welll

Laal monih The Link received an updale fom a genfleman thal we asssted over the summer. This
gentierman wos srugglng fo pay all of s bils and his medications on g very imited income. He
was working hard fio sell his house with hopes of moving info income based senior housing. A
coupls weeks age thiz genliaman joyiully called to let s know that he was maving infe
afferdable houwsing ond was cerlain he would now be inancally sfable, You could hear the rehel
n his voice ond the sncere gratefulnes for our ossslonce. He wanled fo let us know how well ke
was doing and to say thank you. i & an honor fo serve ofhen and wilness when peoples ore able
to get bock on ther feel!

“He is a wise man who does nof grieve for the things which he has not, but rejoices for those which he
has.” Epictetus

Announcement

Warm blessngs fo you Sualf change: In October, Nancy Joheson rebred a3 The

CF'III'I'_ Ot Link Dirsctor in order to relocts to the cites to be

- . clasar bo ber fwmity. The Link weicomes back Rhonda
éﬁrd C“Mé“ oo " Ortascn! Rbhonds was 1he Sormar Link Dwrector and i3

:":I‘ ammUnly r::{:aemen happy to be back merving cur community

thelinksenncesigithspcer org

310 Madayto Dme Mark your calsndar Chrgtmas Concirt to banafit the

Spicer, MN 54288 Link is alated for Sunday, December § ot & 30 pm ot

120.794.2522 Paacn Lutharan Chunch, Tickets are fras but reguined,

Tuchuaez peailabia by caling tha Link or stepping 21 Fach

Attp./ fwwew thelinknls. org —

Craafing o community wheéne naighbor shans the iove of (od rough tenice 1o sach ofher,”




Opportunities for Growth...

Sunday Morning Study [(9:00)
A Man Named Martin (see page 19 for more information )

Today's Light Daily Re adings:
5S5ee pages 10—11 of this newsletter

Men's 5tudy - Tuesdays @ 6:30
A Man Named Martin (see page 19 for more information )

Wed. Noon S5tudy -
laurney from Unbelief to Faith
[see page 11 to more information. )

Wed. Evening Women's 5tudy -
6:30 Wednesday evenings
“Believing lesus” [see page 23 for more information )

Mom's Study -

Wednesday, @ 8:30a.m.
Journey from Unbelief to Faith
[see page 11 for more information)

[childcare provided)

5r. High Youth Study

Sunday evenings 6:30-7:20 Friends are welcome too!

Lyndsay Ampe leads the study. Please call her 612-325-8960 with any
questions or topic suggestions. THANKS!

Could You Host A Small Group Study This Fall?

One of our Core Values =t Living Word is that making disciples [peaple
whao are committed to growing to bacome more like Jesus) happens best
in small group settings. For example, it's easier for people to get connect-
ed to Jesus through small groups. It's easier to get to know other Chris-
tians in small groups. Caring happens best in small groups. With that in
mind if you could host 2 small group study - at your home, a coffee house
or at church, please talk to Pastor David. There are many different kinds
of studies available. We can find one that fits your situstion.

Congratulations!

George Arend-Schmidt, Carson Jaspersen, McCartney Knutson, Noah
Miller, Davis Rustad, Lance Sawatzky and Andrew Sharp on your First
Communion, October 25 11

Please email pastor@livingwordlutheran.net if there's someone
you'd like us to extend congratulations to.
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Thot for a da'f: Most people don't m ake the same mistake twice. They m ake it three or four tim es.
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Wed Evening Women'’s Bible Study...

"Believing lesus”

What does it mean to believe Jesus? Mot just be-
liewe in lesus, but actually believe what He said—
and shape our lives around that truth? How would
that affect the choices we make? The way we see
the world? The way we conduct ourselves with oth-
er Christians?

In Believing Jesus, Lisa Harper answers thess ques-

tions by looking at the lives of the believers in Acts and how Jesus' com-
mand to spread the gospel forever shaped their lives. You will hear how
Peter turned tables on his Benedic-Arnold behavior and became a
church-building saint when the power of the Holy Spint came over him.
How the first believers were so gifted at giving they made Santa look
bush league. How it cost Stephen and other early believers their very
lives to follow Christ. And how Paul's case prowves God's grace can
change the worst of sinners, making us willing to have our lives inter-
rupted by God and boldly share the gospel to the word.

Today, we are faced with the same decisions the early church faced. Will
we, like them, truly believe the waords of Jesus and allow them to trans-
form ewvery part of our lives?

Please Remember to Pray At 11:09 Every day
-‘Ens ired by Luke 11:9: 5o I 53y fo vou, Ask.awﬂ’xf mffbegfmn i ol

Remember to take a time-out to be “impudent” and PRAY for...

nd you will find: Knock and the door will be apened

God to work through our Smoke-Detector Battery Qutreach
Thanking God for a great Mexican Dinner

Thanking God for the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of our Confir-
mation Students and their first communion with their families

Thanking God for all Veterans and those who currenthy serve

A safe hunting season

A great turnout for our Fall Bazaar on November 14,

An "Attitude of Gratitude” everyday - not just on Thanksagiving Day
Safe travels over the Thanksgiving holiday

Protection and boldness in witness for all persecuted Christians
God to embolden our Christian witness in our daily lives

The Haly Spirit to work through our Bible studies

The Spirit's guidance for our Fall Voters” Assembly

God to keep strengthening faith thru the Today's Lioht Bible read-
ings

God to raise up leaders in our nation who seek His will

The mission and ministry of the Jastrams in Japan




Story Behind The Song...

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.”
As found in Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Devotions

Qur early Ameri@n leaders wisely realized the importance of having a
special day each year in which pecple could recount their blessings and
express gratitude to God for all of His goodness.

The first thanksgiving was decreed by Governor Bradford in 1621 to
commemaorate the Pilgrims’ harvest. Later, George Washington pro-
claimed November 26, 1785, as a national day of thanksgiving. But the
holiday was not repeated ona nationwide basis until Abraham Lincoln
named it a national Harvest Festival on November 26, 1861. After that
time the holiday was proclaimed annually by the President and the gov-
ernors of each state. Finally, in 1841, Congress passed a bill naming the
fourth Thursday of each November as Thanksgiving Day.

The first stanza of this harvest hmn written by Henry Alford is aninvita-
tion and an exhortation to give thanks to God inHis earthly temple - our
local church- for the heavenly @re and provision of our earthly need.
The following two stnzas comment on Jeswus’ parable of the Wheat and
the Tares as recorded in Matthew chapter 13. The final stanza is a pray-
er for the Lord's return to t|ke us toour final “Harvest Home.”

The song as itis found on page B92 of our Lutheran Service Book:

Come, ye thankful people, come;
All be safely gatheredin Ere the winter storms begin;
God our Maker doth provide For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's owntemple, come; Raise the song of harvest home.

Raise the song of harvest home.

All the worldis God's own field,

Wheat and tares together sown,
Firstthe blade and then the ear,
Lord of harvest, grant that we

Fruit unto His praise to yield;

Unto joy oF SOrrow Srown.

Then the full corn shall appear
Wholesome grainand pure may be.

Far the Lord our God shall come
From His fieldshall inthat day
Give His angels charge at last
Biut the fruitful ears tostore

And shall take His harvest home,
All offerses purge away,

In the fire the tares to cast,

In His garmer evermaore

Even so, Lord, guickly come
Gather Thou Thy pecple in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There forever purified, In Thy garner to abide;

Come with all Thine angels, come  Raise the glofious harvest home.

To Thy final harvest home;

Editor's note: Listen to this song at hitps:/fyoutu.be /ms0z]EDYIEA
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Thot for a dn'f: Problern s that go away by themselves usually come back by themselves,
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E-Mail Humor...

COne day while driving with my 4 year old dawghter, | beeped the
horn by mistake.

She turned and locked at me for an explanation.

| said, "l did that by accident."

She replied, "l know that.... muse you didn't say YOU JERK after-
wards!"

A woman was getting swamped with calls from strangers. The rea-
son? A billing service had launched a number that was identical to
hers.

When she called to complain, she was told to geta new number.

“I've had mine for twenty years,” she pleaded. “Couldn't you change
yours "

The company refused, so she said, YFine. From now on, I'm going to
tell everyone who calls that their bill is paidin full.?

The company got a new number the next day. Don't mess withsen-
iars!

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
REPENT . for you may not know
the day of our Lord’s Return, but
Thanksgiving 1s the last Thursday in

THE PURDOSE DRIVIN POULTRY - Passionate preachng
10 a congregation of turkeys ([ no pun intended )
unwittingly near Judgement Day (Thanksgiving)



