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What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor...
What's going on with Thrivent ?

I'm sorry, those of you who were waiting for my
answer to the question "What's your favorite New .
Testament book?" will have to wait another month. . {
The third Sunday of January is traditionally "Life B
Sunday” - the day we celebrate the Sanctity

(holiness) of Life. With that in mind it seemed timely to deal with
the guestion above which copped up just before Christmas.

Here's some background about Thrivent: Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans is the finandal services organization that provides
things like mutual funds and life insurance for Lutheran Christians.
Its Thrivent Choice Dollars® are profits that must be given back to
those its members each year. Onoe a year the members get a
chance to tell Thrivent where they would like those dollars given.
Many Thrivent Choice Dollars get channeled back to individual
Lutheran congregations. Around $500 Thrivent Choice Dollars@
were directed to Living Word this past year.

About a week before Christmas an email with this title caught my
eye:

LCMS issues statement about Thrivent Choice Dollars®

That email subject-line prompted me to ask the question listed at
the beginning of this artide. Of course I read the email which
stated:

The Lutheran Church—Missour Synod (LOMS) is deeply concerned
by the news that Thrivent Financial has recognized Flanned
Farenthood of Minnasota, North Dakota and South Dakota as 5
potential reapient of funding through its Thrivent Choice Dollars
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grant program. The LOMS akvays has been, and will continue
to be, dear and faithful in itz prociamation of the sandity of all
human life from conception until natural death. We are
currently fn conversation with Thrivent Financial and pray for a
God-pleasing resolution to this matter so that the pro-fife
witnass of individual Lutherans and the LOMS will not be
COMpromised.

Maggie Karmer, Director
LEMS Life and Health Minisirias

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, Fresident
The Lutharan Church—Missourd Synod

The very next day I received an email with this subject line:

LCMS Responds to Thrivent's Choice Dollars®
Statement

The body of that email reads:

With the recent Thrivent announcement to reconsder their
Choice Dollars® Program, the LOMS i encouraged to learn that
Thrivent is beginning to recognize the serfous congerm ifs
members have when their choice dollars are stewaroed toward
organizations such as Flanned Farenthood that directly support
the abortion industry and the killing of unbarn children.

“We are very happy that Thrivent was willing to reconsider this
izsue. However, the LOMS and every one of its entities and
congragations are both pro-life and nonprofit, so we certainly
hope that Thrivent will continue to support such pro-ife.
nonprofit organizations, " said the Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison,
presdent of The Lutheran Church—Missowr? Synod.

LOMS members are wurged to express their concerns directly to
Thrivent Financial during this time of re-evaluation of the
Choice Dollars® Frogram.

The above email induded a link to the Thrivent Statement
which included this paragraph:

After input. discussion and a review of the concerns from
Thrivent mambers. the leadership of this local chapter voted
Thursday to ramove it [the Planned Parenthood affiliate] from
the Thrivent Choice program effective immediately. Given the
deaply held views on this issue aooss our membership, we alkso
dre iaking action to address the concerns of our membership.
These steps nclude temporarily suspending alf pro-choice and
pro-fife organizations from the Thrivent Choice program,
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placing a temporary hold on the addition and removal of
nonprofit orgamizations from the program, and conducting a
comprehensive program revien.

Flease notice the words I highlighted in bold. Mot only did they
remove Planned Parenthood from the list of those who @n
receive money, Thrivent also removed all pro-life organizations
from that list. As the second email from our synod indicated,
that could tedhnically include all Missouri Synod congregations.
That email encouraged us to give Thrivent our feedback. I
thought it may be helpful to share the feedback I gave:

When I first laarned that Thrivent was aonsidering channeling
Thrivent Choice Dollars to & Aanned Parenthood affiliate my
initial reaction was "You're kidding right?" And aifter finding out
that this was no joke, I said "Unbelievabie, " and wondered
witare we should go to replace the finandial products we
currently get from Thrivent.

The next day upon fearing that Thrivent had reconsidered and
removed the Alanned Farenthood affifate from the list of
possitilities, my response was "Thrivent made & good cfioice.”
But then I read the fine print and discovered that Thrivent had
also ramoved all pro-ife organizations from the rolls of possible
recipients, and I was back to, "You've got to be kidding me.”
And we are back to trying to find alternative providers for our
Thrivent products,

Working to save the lves of those yet to be born is biblically
defensble. Taking those ssme lives is not - no matter how you
shice-and-dice and spin it. There are "grey” areas where
Christians can in good consgence agree to dissgree. Abortion s
not one of those areas It is categoncally contrary to the Word
of God in the Saiptures, Just to be clear; That does not mean
that & person who's had an abortion annot be congdared a
Christian. Everyone of us sins and needs God = forgivenass daily,
But what it does mean is that it is unonscionable for an
organization that identifies itself as "Christian” to support
abortion.

Thrivent s real "Choice” as I see it is this: If you want to be a
pofitically correct organization, then you must chcase to remove
the "Christian” iacade. I you truly want to be a "Christian”
organization, then you must choose to get rid of any pretense
ahout being politically correct. (I Jesus had been "politically
correct” He never would fiave gone to the coss)

Sincerely, Rev. David Dauk

Page 4

Thot for a day: A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory.
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In my sermmon last Sunday I talked about things we could say
"Amen" to about this past year and the coming year - things
that are "most certainly true.” One of those truths is this: "It
has been / will be difficult to be a Christian.” Every day we
face choices. Sometimes we listen to the wrong voices and
make the wrong choices. The challenge is to repent of those
wrong choices and listen to God's voice and seek His power to
make better ones the next day.

One of the choices we will inaeasingly need to make is the
choice to either stand up for what God’s Word clearly says or
stick our heads in the sand and pretend everything is ok
(when it really isn't). We live in & time when everyone has an
opinion - and we all, it seems, love to make our opinions
known. But if God has spoken on an issue, it really doesn't
matter what my or your or anyone else’s opinion is. The
Sanctity of all human life is one of those issues that is not a
matter of opinion. It is one of those black and white areas
where "God has spoken.” God tells us, for example, in the 3%
Commandment (not His "fifth suggestion™) ™vYou will not
murder (take an innocent life)". Please pray that more people
will be emboldened to point out what God has declared about
life fact as a result of Thrivent's action.

Thanks for asking
Fastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingword lutheran.net

Congratulations!

» Joe Johnson on your new house!

#« Troy Hansen on your new job !

» Kim & John England on your new baby girl Daenarys

Please email pastor @livingw ordlutheran.net if there s someone you'd
like us to extend congratulations to.

REMEMBER...

We Have New Today s LightBibles
1) For our Bible Studies

2) To take home or give to someone who
needs a Bible

These were given in memory of Geneva Olson by
her famity.
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The Common Table Prayer...

A way to stay ready for Christ's Second Coming

During the Advent Season we focused on what Jesus would
have us be doing as we wait for His return. We found the
Commen Table Frayer can be a very useful tool to remind us
of some of those things.

Come, Lord Jesus. Pause after this part to remember what
vou are really asking: For Jesus to return to bring an end to this
world and usher in eternity. It's hard to ask Jesus to return in

one breath and then go out and adt like He's never coming
back.

Be Our Guest. Pause after this petition to remember that
you are asking Jesus - the King - to come into your home and
your life. Let that be a reminder to "clean house™ before the
King comes. In other words, sweep out your sins by repenting.

And Let These Thy Gifts To Us Be Blessed. During Ad-
vent we focus on four specific gifts Jesus brought when He
came the first time: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The way for
these gifts to be a blessing for us is two-fold: 1) Use themn. Mo
gift, no matter how great, does anyone any good unwrapped
and sitting on the shelf. Make the choice to put these giftsto
use in your life. 2} Share them. God gives gifts to be shared.
You will be blessed when you share the Hope, Peace, Joy and
Love Jesus gave you. Pause after saying this petition to remind
yourself to use and share these Thy gifts.

Amen. This is a word that indicates your agreement that what
has been said it "most certainby true.” Pause after ending the
prayver and remember that Jesus has promised to return again. He
i still here to be a guest in your life right now. He will bless you
fior using and sharing His gifts.

Thanks to All Who Sang With Our
Christmas Chair...
-And to Leone for directing and Pam for accompanying !

Sign up to have this newsletter sent directly to you by
e-mail. Send your email address to:
news livingwordlutheran.net
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Silence is golden; duct tape is silver.

Thot for a day
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,( The LINK...

& Lmreee | JAMUAFY 2014

Sz Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generosity. As the end
of the year came to a close, the Link received generous support
from our community in November and December to continue to
provide needed assistance to our neighbors in need and meet our

budget goals.

Happy New Year!

Tvesday's Table in January:

January T Dur Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church
January 14" Evangelical Covenant Church

January 21%: Faith Lutheran Church
January 28™ Peace Lutheran Church

The purpose of Tuesday's Table is to build
relationships among all of God's people.

The cold weather has made it very
difficult for our neighbaors over the
past month. Car breakdowns, the
cost of warm winter gear and the
extra gasoline needed towarm up
a vehicle can stretch an already
stretch budget very thin.

Here's a story about a young man
that the Link was able to assist in
December:

Jafn (name changed) caled the office and was fusrated by a
ok of funds &t local agencies. Degperate, he called the Link a5
his Bst hope. As 3 self~empiloved person, John was Boking any
income due to the unpredictable nature of His work, John had
secured a new job and had fned up a second job for the week-
ends. He was Boing homelessness 3s his rent and utiities were
2l past due. Additionall, he needed warm dothing to work his
new ol outdoors i1 sub-zere temperatures.

The Link assisted Jofn in aophing for Brergy Assistance fo en-
sure the heat i fus home. Link staif wontacted the Warkimne
Cemter to see Fthey had any avaibble funds to assist with work
clothes, but they didnt. WEh the help of the Link and partner-
ship with local churches, businesses and community members,
the Link assisted John with 2 remt and water/sewer payvments to
Fvold evichion. The Link purchased 3 warm Goe mask, gloves
and boots 50 He cowld begin i new job without the fear of
Frosthite in the figid cold, A fiend purdhased warm bibs for fim
and alowed him to pay him back Bter.

Through your generosity, the Link is able to assist hardwworking
people like John get and keep work and avoid homelessness in

Household Exchange

the frigid cold weather. Thank you!

Sinceraby,
Rhonda Otteson
Link Director

e are lovking for more volunteers to hawl, pick up or deliver

items Call 8941681 fo get sgned up!
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Oppnrl:u nities for Growth...

New Men’s Study:

Tuesdays @ &:30pm

Starting January 7. Lost Books ?

Ever wondered if some texts were intention-

ally excluded from the Bible and why? In

Lost Books? we look at why some ancient
R wiritings failed to make the cut, why other

texts most definitely met the standard, and why others, includ-

ing those "gospels” found in the last century, came up short.

LOST
BOOKS?

LEF STHROEBE

Mom'’s Study: Wednesdays at 9:30
Childcare is Provided

The Case for Faith: A Sixsession Investigation
of the Toughest Objections to Christianity

Sunday Morning Study:
Sundays @ 9:00
} and Wednesday Noon Study:
Wednesdays at noon
prey Paul the Apostle

| FILMED IN ROME - A 4-part video-driven Bible
study for small groups on culture and the life of
the Apostle Paul

Could You Host A Small Group Study This Winter?
It's often easier for people to get connected to Jesus and other
Christians through small groups With that in mind we'd like to
“plant” more small groups this winter. If you could host a small
group study - at your home, a coffee house or at church,
please talk to Pastor David. There are lots of studies available.
We an find one that fits your situation

Confirmation:
Wednesdays @ 6:30
We are on a year-long tour through the Bible. This maonth:
Jan 8: We finish The Bible video. Assignment update.
Host: Tim Geer
Jan 15: Bible video review. Start 100 Key chapters
Host: Pastor
Jan 22: Project 24. 100 Key Chapters.
Jan 29: Interview Pastor. 100 Key Chapters

Host: Julie Bajari
Host: Pastor
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If you practice moderation in *everything®, isn't that immoderate?

Thot for a day:
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Meet Our New Members...

On December 1st we celebrated another "Mew Member Sun-
day” and welcomed four news members to our Living Word
family: Keith and Laurie Hanson, Mike Von Rueden and Mike
Knutson. To help you get acquainted with them, we asked
them to tell a little about themselves. Last month we heard
from Keith and Laurie. This month we meet...

Michael Von Rueden

Michael joined Living Word last month. He was born in Green
Bay, Wisconsin, and still (don’t hold this against him) consid-
ers himself a Packers fan. Mike actually grew up in the south-
ern Minnesota town of Comfrey, and he now lives near Atwa-
ter.

Mike has four siblings - three sisters and one brother. He
works for a trapping supply company, which isa natural for
him since he loves the outdoors. One of the outdoor activities
Mike enjoys most is going for rides on his motorcycle.

Mike says that he doesn't have one favorite passage in the
Bible, but that "It's all good.” Which passage he turns to var-
ies based on the situation. Mike came to Living Word at the
invitation of friends Brent and Alicia Sawatzky. He joined our
congregation because, "I like the smaller size of Living Word
and the family atmosphere - the fellowship and togetherness.”

Sunday School News...

+ Class Time:
+« Teachers:

9:00 - 9:45 every Sunday morning
Preschool - K: Amanda Sharp

1-3 grade - Jason Miller

4-6 grade - Violet Dauk

Substitutes still needed. Flease talk to Mona if you can help.

» January Outing:
We will have a special Bowling Cuting after church on
January 26. Parents and friends are welcome to come with
us - as is the rest of the congregation!

»  Curriculum:
This month we get back to learning about the names &
titles of Jesus.

+ S5 teachers” meetings:
After worship on the 2™ Sunday of each month



January - Daily Devotionals

This month we conclude reading the 100 (or s0) Key Chapters™ of the Bible. Each of these
chapters will help you come to a greater understanding of God, who He is, what He likes, what
He iz like, and His plans for you. Mote: beginning January 5 there are also reading for Sunday.

Dec 30

Dec 31

Jan 1

Jan 2

Jan 3

Jan 4

Jan g

Jan G

Jan T

Jan &

Jan g

Jan 10

Jan 11

Jan 12

Jan 13

Record your insights from these chapters onthe lines provided.
Vik of Dec 29 Daily Readings Key Chapters

Luke 19

1 Corinthians 12

1 Corinthians 13

1 Corinthians 15

2 Cornthians 5

2 Corinthians 9

Wk of Jan 5 Daily Readings: Key Chapters inJohn's Gospel

John 1

John 3

John 11

John 15

John17

John 20

John 21

Wk of Jan 12 Daly Readngs Key Chapters inthe Acts of the Aposties

Acts 1

Acts 2

Jan 14

Jan 15

Jan 16

Jan 17

Jan 18

Jan 19

Jan 20

Jan 21

Jan 22

Jan 23

Jan 24

Jan 25

Jan 26

Jan 27

Jan 28

Jan 29

Jan 30

Jan 3

Feb 1

Acts4

Acls 8

Acls 39

Acts 12

Acts 16

Wk of Jan 19 Daily Readngs Key Chapters inthe NT Letters

Acts 17

1Timathy 3

2 Timothy 3

Hebrews 11

Hebrews 12

James 2

1 Peter 2

Wk of Jan 26 Daily Readings Key Chapters in the Final NT books

2 Peter 1

1 John &

1John 5

Revelation 19

Revelation 20

Revelation21

Revelation 22




January 2014 - Living Woch Church Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Dec 29 TIME-CAPSULE BURLAL | 30 k3| Jan 1 NEW YEARS DAY | 2 3 4
9:00 Adult Study
10:00 WorshipwiLord's Supper
11:15 Fellowship
400 Youth Group
5 1] T 8 9 10 i
9:00 Adult Study Paul the Apostle 9:30 H:ITB’_S‘I:II:I]'
Sunday School Defending your faith Lord’s Supper Dates In Jan:
10:00 Worship noon  Wed. Noon Study 10:00 -77
- : Paul the Apostle CRAFTING /
1:15 Fellowship 630 Men's Study . gﬂ:i: ;::ﬂ:g fg::h SCRAPBOOKING
“The Lost Books?" 6:30 LWML
400 Youth Group ' DAy
6:30 Confimmation
12 13 14 15 16 117 18
9:00 Adult Study: Paul the Apostis 430 Moms' Study
Sunday School Defending your faith
10:00 Worship 630 Mon's Shicy noon  Wed. Noon Study
11:15 Fellowship - Paul the Apostle )
11:30 Elders’ Team “The Lost Books 7" 630 Mission &
55 Teachers' Mig. Ministry Team
630 Confimmation
4:00 Youth Group
19 LIFE SUNDAY 20 Fal 22 23 24 %
9:00 Adult Study FPaul the Apostie 930 Moms' Study
Sunday School Defending your faith Baptism:
10:00 WershipwiLond's Supper noon  Wed. Noon Study Daenarys &
630 Men's Study e John England
11:15 Fellowship "The Lot Books?” au the Apostie
4:00 Youth Group £:30 Confirmation
26 27 28 29 30 M Febd
O iy Sohooy PO e okt | | Please Remember to Pray
noon Wed. Noon Study At 11:09 Everyday 600 ANNUAL
10:00 Worship 630 Men's Study Paud the Apostie WHIST PARTY

11:15 Fellowship

noon  SUNDAY SCHOOL
BOWLING @ Kandi Bowd

400 Youth Group

“The Lot Bocks?"

63 Confimnation

(inspired by Luke 11:9: "So I'say fo
you, Ask and it will be given fo you;
Seak and you will find: Knock and
the door will be opened to you")

@ Pastor & Violet's




i Page 14 Page15 | Elders
UpCDmlng SChEdU |E5. e Jan 3 Kevin Welsh & Brady Sharp
Scripture Readers = Jan 19 Mark Fuglie & Scoft Wachter
Janh Linda Dilley C )
Jan 12 Mark Fuglie o Feb 2 Kevin Welsh & Brady Sharp
Jan 19 Tammy Fuglie % Feb 16 Mark Fuglie & Scott Wachter
Jan 26 Duane Hansen e
c Usher Schedule
Feb 2 Tammy Wachter m Jan 5 Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen
Feb 9 Eve Bajari L Jan 12 Jason Miller & Bryson Wachter
Feb 16 Scott Wachter .:u Jan 19 Lonny Robbin & Jason Clson
Feb 23 Bryson Wachter o Jan 26 Troy Hansen & Brady Sharp
. E
Fellowship Servers - Feb 2 Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer
Jan 3 Nancy Jo Wendt / Tammy Fuglie L Febo Linda Dilley & Mona Hijelle
Jan 12 Tammy Wachter [ Sarah Miller - Feb 16 Kevin & Moah Welsh
Jan 19 Mona Hjelle / Elaine Abraham by Feb 23 Jamie & Phil Iverson
Jan 26 Violet Dauk / Laurel Iverson ﬁ
= Acolyte (little brothers & sisters can help)
Feb 2 Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen ﬁ Jan 5 Anl:l.re'..'a Sharp
Feb g9 Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson - Jan 12 Levi Miller
Feb 16 Wendy Robbin / Alida Sawatzky - Jan 19 Eli Sharp
Feb 23 Nancy Jo Wendt / Tammy Fuglie o Jan 26 Lance Sawatzky
Nursery e Feb 2 Andrew Sharp
{more volunteers needed, please talk to Mona) oo Feb 9 Lavi Miller
Jan 5 Mona Hijelle E - Feb 16 Eli Sharp
lan 12 Eve Eajari _"E 5 Feb 23 Lance SE'.'JHU"(",’
Jan 19 Grace Geer w0 ) _
. v = Accompanying Musicians
Jan 26 Michelle Johnson -S $ an 5 Sharon Willen
Feh 2 Mona Hjelle -EU ‘:'é ;an 1; gcnttjwhachter
bo Eve Bajari 5 E an am Jonnson
Feh J 2 Jan 26 Scott Wachter
Fv:atl 16 Gfaﬁelgeerh 8] %
Feb 23 Michelle Johnson o o Feb 2 Sharon Willen
M
. m Feb 9 Scott Wachter
Altar Guild = > Feb 16 Fam Johnson
January Mancy Jo Wendt o ™ Feb 23 Scott Wacht
February Maona Hjelle O LC & co achter
Make A Meal Volunteers £ = .
Dec Pastor David & Linda Dilley -E Januarf DIS‘CIP|ESh|p Verse. ne
Jan Viole: Dauk & Julie Bajari ° In him was life, and that life was the light of all
Custodian 2 mankind. The light shines in the darkness,
January Tim Geer family 5 and the darlmess has not overcome it.
February Brent & Alicia Sawatzky and hgtic‘r;nnn '|E John 1:4-5




Miscellaneous Notes...

Church Directory Pictures

If you didn’t get your directory picture taken earlier this year,
there's still time to bring a picture for us to include. Please talk
to Linda Dilley.

From the Fall Voters' Assembly

On October 27, the Voters’ Assembly approved a budget for
2014, In a special meeting following the regular Voters' Assem-
bly the voters also approved a bid from Duininck Companies to
pave our parking lot. Duininck’s was not able to fit the project
into their schedule before winter, but will honor their bid price
in the spring.

"Thank God For ..."

You've seen our sign board
out by the road with the be-
ginning of a sentence:
"Thank God For... " Each
week we'd like to change the
ending of that sentence to
encourage people who drive
past to remember that God is
the giver of all good things - especially things we take for
granted. This week we thanked God for A News Year.

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence next week

oy -
Living Word
Lutheran Church
Carrme Orows With Usl
www livingwordlutheron net

rn lﬁlml \

Now Awailable: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings = 4
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans sponsors Simply Giv- w
ing, a direct-deposit program that you can set up to

have offerings automatically transferred from your bank
account to the Living Word's general fund. Please see Steward-
ship Chair Jason Miller for more details.

Stress In Your Life? Learn How to Deal With It

(Who doesn't have it this time of year?)

In our free booklet rack (in front of Pastor’s office)

Stress is natural in a world damaged by sin. Stress can actually
be a good waming sign - if we heed the warning and deal with
it appropriately. But what is "appropriately™ Pick up one of the
booklets on Stress - or others like it - from our friends at Lu-
theran Hour Ministries. Then pass it along to someone else.

o

Daily Readings Now Available in Audio T
If you are among the folks who find it easier to listen to
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Thot for a day: Efficiency is intelligent laziness.
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the Bible than to read it, you will be glad to hear that Pastor
David has recorded the December Daily Bible Readings. You
will find the audio recordings of those daily readings on our
website v livingwordutheran.net.

Lutheran Witness Magazine Subscriptions

Flease talk to Pastor David if you would like a subsaription to
the official magazine of the LG-MS. You can check out some
of the most recent issues on the "Free Stuff” table. Subscrip-
tions are $21.65/year. (Those families that became Living
Word members in 2013 will receive a free one-year subsarip-
tion.)

Portal of Prayer Daily Devotionals
Are available in your mailbox and on the "Free Stuff” table.

Have You Seen Our New Star?
It's the lighted star above the ooss
on the front of our building. Just in
time for the Epiphany season which
begins with the story of the Magi
following the star to Jesus!

Thanks o Cody Sarsland for making
it for us !

Birthdays and Anniversary Dates Needed

I would like to request birthday and anniversary info for all
members that belong to Living Word Lutheran Church - as
well as those who are not members but attend regularly. We'd
like to have these dates to keep track of when to send our
‘congratulations’ and also possibly put into the church direc-

tory.

You can give me your Birthdays and Anniversary dates when
you see me in church or just email them to me at
jason.miller@fbfs. com

Thank you,

Jason Miller

Stewardship Chair

Living Word Lutheran Church

LWML News...

We will gather together again on
Wednesday, January 8th @ 6:30

o
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Sharing the Love of Jesus in Practical Ways...

Be A Sunday School "Sub”
We need a couple substitute teachers. Talk to Mona Hielle if
you can help

A Great Month to Use Our Make-A-Meal Program
One of the best (and simplest) ways to share Jesus’ love is by

making a meal for someone who is going through a tough time.

Flease use the Frayer and Care cards in the attendance pad at
worship or call Fastor David or Meal Coordinator Linda Dilley if
you know of someone who would appreciate a meal. Thanks!
Our January Make-a-Meal volunteers: Violet Dauk and Julie
Bajari
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Who Can You Invite?...

During the Advent season we highlighted some of the gifts God
delivered to us in Jesus: The gifts of Hope, Joy, Peace and
Love. God ahlways gives gifts with the idea that we will use
them and also share them. One way we can share Jesus’ gifts
is by making a simple invitation to church or a church group or
function. Here are four special opportunities to invite people
this month:

1. Crafting / Scrapbooking Day
THIS SATURDAY, January 11 @10:00 a.m.
Bring your projects and enjoy a day working and conversing.

2. Sunday School Kids (and parents) Winter Outing
BOWLING - After worship Sunday, January 26
(The congregation is invited as well)

3. Annual Whist Party

Saturday, February 1 at 6:00 p.m.

we'll celebrate Groundhog Day Eve (and Super Bowl Eve) with

a great time of funand fellowship at Pastor David and Violets

home. Mo card-playing experience is necessary. (There will be
a prize for the worst score). Just bring a friend and a snack
to share.

(RSVP to Violet, so we know how many to expect)

4. Ay of our New Studies

We have some great new studies beginning this month.
You can find them on under "Opportunities for Growth" on
page 8.

No man goes before his time -- unless the boss leaves early.

Thot for a day:
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E-Mail Wisdom... (received via e-mail)
The Toothless Grin

I was doing some last-minute Christmas shopping in a toy store
and dedded to look at Barbie dolls for my nieces. A nicely
dressed little girl was excitedly looking through the Barbie dolls
aswell, with a roll of money clamped tightly in her little hand.
When she came upon a Barbie she liked, she would turn and
ask her father if she had enough money to buy it.

He usually said "yes," but she would keep looking and keep
going through their ritual of "do I have enough?" As she was
looking, a little boy wandered in across the aisle and started
sorting through the Pokémon toys. He was dressed neatly, but
in clothes that were obviously rather worn, and wearing a
jacket that was probably a couple of sizes too amall. He too
had money in his hand, but it looked to be no more than five
dollars or so at the most. He was with his father as well, and
kept picking up the Pokémon video toys. Each time he picked
one up and looked at his father, his father shook his head,
"ND."

The little girl had apparently chosen her Barbie, a beautifully
dressed, glamorous doll that would have been the envy of
every little girl on the block. However, she had stopped and
was watching the interchange between the little boy and his
father. Rather dejectedly, the boy had given up on the video
games and had chosen what looked like a book of stickers in-
stead. He and his father then started walking through another
aisle of the store.

The little girl put her Barbie back on the shelf, and ran over to
the Pokémon games. She excitedly picked up one that was ly-
ing on top of the other toys, and raced toward the check-out,
after speaking with her father. I picked up my purchases and
got in line behind them. Then, much to the litte gid's obvious
delight, the little boy and his father got in line behind me.

After the toy was paid for and bagged, the little girl handed it
back to the cashier and whispered something in her ear. The
cashier smiled and put the package under the counter.

I paid for my purchases and was rearranging things in my
purse when the little boy came up to the cashier. The cshier
rang up his purchases and then =said, "Congratulations, you are
my hundredth customer today, and you win a prize!" With that,
she handed the little boy the Pokémon game, and he could



only stare in disbelief. It was, he said, exactly what he had
wanted!

The little girl and her father had been standing at the doonway
during all of this, and I saw the biggest, prettiest, toothless
grin on that little girl that I have ever seen in my life. Then
they walked out the door, and I followed close behind them.
As Twalked back to my cr in amazement over what I had just
witnessed, I heard the father ask his daughter why she had
done that. T'll never forget what she said to him.

"Daddy, didn't Mana and Pawpaw want me to buy something
that would make me happy?"

He said, "Of course they did, honey."
To which the little girl replied, "Well, I just did!"

With that, she giggled and started skipping toward their car.
Her toothless grin said it all. Apparently, she had decided on
the answer to her own question of, "Do I have enough?"

I feel very privileged to have witnessed the true spirit of
Christmas in that toy store, in the form of a little girl who urn-
derstands more about the reason for the season than most
adults I know!

Written by Sharon Palmer (received from "Good Clean Funnies™)

Fastor David = Note: T have to wonder if God didnt go
"skipping " around heaven that first Christmas maorming know-
ing He had just given us the git we really needed in that
manger - the gift of His Son.
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E-Mail Humor...

Fastor David s Nofe: The fist "funny™ reminds us fow impor-
tant it is to pass along the truth about Jesus to the next gen-
eration. They arent going to get that "truth” from their usual
souraes of infoarmation.

Daniel, aged 4, returned from Sunday schoal with a new per-
spective on the Christmas story.

He had learned all about the wise men from the east who
brought gifts to the baby Jesus.

Daniel was so excited he just had to tell his parents, "I learned
in Sunday school today all about the very first Christmas.

Thot for a day: How can there be self-help "groups"?
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There wasn't a Santa Claus way back then, so these three guys
on camels had to deliver all the toys. And Rudolph the Red-
nosed Reindeer with his nose so bright wasn't there yet, so they
had to have this big light in the sky to find their way around."

FFEEFFFFFFFEFFFFFFFF IR TR EE

Every Christmas morning, when my kids were little, I read them
the nativity story out of the big family Bible.

When my son was old enough to talk, he asked me what a sta-
ble was.

I thought for a8 moment how to explain it to him in terms he
could understand, then told him, "It's something like your sis-
ter's room, but without a TV."

(Received from Mikey's Funnies)

The Daily Dozen of Christian Parenting

The dass is finished, but the

parenting never stops, so well l,
have excerpts of things we \'. |
leamed in this and future news- e ]

|etters,
OF CHRISTIAN PARENTING.

DAILY DOZEN #3
One of the basics of parenting is this:

"“You cant begin to meet the needs of your children, until your
needs are taken care of.”

If you've ever been on an airplane you've heard this principle
explained as the flight attendants tell you about what to do
when if the oxygen masks drop down: "If traveling with small
children, secure your mask first, then put them on your chil-
dren.” The idea is that you can't very well help them put theirs
on if you have run out of oxygen yourself. It's really the same in
all aspects of parenting.

If you are going to help your children build a strong relationship
with the God whose children they truly are, you will need to first
build that strong relationship with God. Aswith any relationship,
your relationship with God grows stronger by spending time to-
gether. When it comes to God we do that by talking to Him
(PRAYER). We do that by listening to Him (BIBLE READING),
and we do that by coming into His presence in WORSHIP. Make
sure to take time for those relationship needs and you will be
equipped to take care of the needs of your children.



Story Behind The Song...

"Simple Gifts” A.k.a. Lord of the Dance

The Magi traveled hundreds of miles to bring gifts to Jesus,
honoring Him as the true King of kings that He is. This month
we look at a song our choir sung a while back entitled,
"Simple Gifts."

"Simple Gifts" is a song written and composed in 1848 by
Elder Joseph Brackett (1797-1882) of the Shaker community
in Gorham, Maine. (Shakers were a protestant sect sharing
aesthetic-life smilarities with the Amish). Brackett first joined
the Shakers at when his father's farm helped to form the nuw-
cleus of a new Shaker settlement.

Though often classified as an anonymous Shaker hymn or as a
work song, it is better dassified as a dance song.

The song was largely unknown outside Shaker communities
until Aaron Copland used its melody for the score of Martha
Graham's ballet Appalachian Spring, first performed in 1944,
Copland used "Simple Gifts" a second time in 1950 in his first
set of Old American Songs for voice and piano, which was
later orchestrated.

Many people thought that the tune of "Simple Gifts" was a
traditional Celtic one but both the music and original lyrics are
actually the compositions of Brackett. "Simple Gifts" has been
adapted or aranged many times since by folksingers and
composers. It has been recorded by such diverse musicians as
The rock band Weezer, 70's folk singer Judy Collins, and 80's
alternative rock group F.E.M

For many years, a portion of this tune was used as the open-
ing theme for the CBS News television documentary series,
CBS Reports. The TV series Little House on the Prairie also
had the Ingalls family singing this song.

More recently the tune was incorporated into Air and Simpie
Gifts aranged by John Williams for the 2009 inauguration of
United States President Barack Obama.

Many contemporary Christian denominations incorporate this
tune into hymnals, under various names, including a song that
we use regularly: "Lord of the Dance," which was adapted in
1963 by English poet and songwriter Sydney Carter.
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Sometimes | wake up grumpy. Other times [ let him sleep.

Thot for a day:
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Here are the lyrics of the one-verse song:

i the gift to be ample, iz the gift to be free
Tz the gift to come down where we ought fo be
And when we find ourselves in the place just rght,
Tiill be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained,

T bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed,

To turr turn will be our delight,

Till by turning, tuming we come ‘round rght.

The word "repent” literally means to ™turn around.” The final
line gives us the great result of repenting. We come’ round
right.

Editor's note: Listen to a beautiful version of this sung by Jewel at
hitp:/fvoutu.be/amcGIfMulbw

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

TRE MINNESOTA MUMIMY

Put on the full ‘snowsuit’ of God sO that
you can take your stand against the devil's
freezin cold winter, Ephesians 6:13


http://youtu.be/amcGIfMu0bw

