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September 2010 Newsletter

"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Worship Hours:
Christian Growth Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

Located on the West of Spicer on Cty Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, Mew London, MN 56273
Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: wowv.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question ior Pastor...

I have a friend who's going through some tough times. Do
you have some verses I could give them that would help
ouft?

That's a great question, one that comes from the correct foundational
belief that God’'s Word has what we need for life. To best anawer
questions like that one, it is helpful to knows a bit more about the
specific situation or specific need. After inquiring about the situation
here are a few of the passages that came to mind that are helpful in
mast "tough times" situations. The first is Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans I have for you, deciares the
LORDG, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.

That verse is actually part of @ message from God to the Israelites
who had (as God had warned them) lost their place in the Promised
Land due to their idolatry. They were feeling as though God had
abandoned them. Through this verse God reminded them that He
hadn't. In fact as the following verses make clear, God allowed this
exile to happen in an effort to bring His people back to Him - even
though they were the oneswho had abandoned Him.. "Then pou will
calf ypon me and come a pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will
seek me and find me when you seek me with all of your heart. T will
be found by you. ™ (Jeremiah 29:12-14)

Another verse that came to mind along those same lines is this one
from FRomans 8:28

And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who fove Him, who fave been clled
according fo His purpose.
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That verse reminds us of the great truth that as believers who
love Christ, we can be assured that God indeed has a purpose for
our lives. We are not "accidents of chance” with no meaning in
life. It also reminds us that God has the power to take the bad
things that happen to us and turn them around to make
something good come from them. And, just as importantly, God
has the

povier to take the bad things we ourselves have done and turn
those things around and make something good come out of even
them ({as was the case with the Israelite situation referred to in
Jeremiah 29:11).

[An interesting side-note about Romans 8:28: Within the span of
just five minutes after I had typed the previous paragraph, the
Romans 8:28 verse was presented to me two additional times.
One in a song on the CD [ was listening to; the other from
someone who works at the school and had stopped by to chat
zod obviously wanted that verse highlighted - maybe it's one you
needed.]

Elsewshere in this newsletter you will find our twio most recent
letters from Heidy, thel2-year-old girl from Ecuador that we
support through Compassion, Int'l. In one of those letters she
commends to us a passage that has meant so much to her: Psalm
23. To say that Heidy isn't the only one to find hope in that Psalm
would be one of the al-time understatements. Psalm 23 presents
to us the comfort of being reminded that God is poverfully
present with us- even (and especially) in the darkest of times.
The comfort of knowing He is our perfect guide, protector and
leader. The comfort of knowing that He is the source of rest and
restoration for our souls.

In & past letter, Heidy had shared this final verse (verse &) of
Fsalm 23 with us:

Surely googneas and love / mercy will followr me
all the gays of my life. and Twill dvel fn the
House of the Lord forever.

The word usually translated as "follow™ in that verse literally
means "pursue.” What an amazing comfort to know that God and
His accompanying love and mercy are pursuing us, not content to
let us live apart from His love and mercy! Of course, there is no
greater encouragement than the certain hope that believers have
of "dwelling in the house of the Lord” forever.

When someone asks questions like the one above, usually the
passages that "come to mind” are also ones that you personally
have turned to in similar situations. I'll close with another such
passage:



"In this word you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the wordd ™ John 16:33

Sometimes people get the wrong idea that Christians should
have "an easy time of it.” Jesus dispels that myth by telling us
(here and many other places) that just the opposite is true.
Because we follow Christ wee can expect Satan to attack us with
all kinds of ™rouble” in an effort to destroy our faith. But in the
midst of those froubles wwe can "take heart” - have courage and
hope - knowing that Jesus isin control, has already overcome
Satan, and does have the power to get us through.

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
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Normal is Broke

BE WEiRD

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University

Financial Peace University is a 13-week Video-based amall
group study that teaches families how to beat debt, build
wealth and give like never before.

Class Beqgins: Sunday, September 12
Af: Shores of St. Andrevs Bible Camp

For More Information Call: 320-796-2181
or visit vaww. daveramsay.com

That The World May Know...

We are still getting estimates for various building layouts in an
effort to get us the most functional building at a cost that will
fit our budget. Spring is looking like @ more realistic start date
due to several things that need to be finalized before we can
begin. Things like completing the filing process for non-profit
status and working on ways to pay off our current operating
debt {watch your mailbox for details on that). There will also be
a new "feedback box" at the back of the sanctuary where you
can give us input on the designs and layouts we are looking at.
As alvays, we need your prayers and we thank you for your
continued support through prayer, input and building fund do-
nations.

I'd like to be the ideal mother, but I'm too busy raising my kids.

Thot for a day:
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Upcoming Events...

"50 Days Ablaze”

Coming this Fall... A Congregation-wide, small-group pro-
gram (similar to 40 Days of Purpose that we held several years
ago) see page 17

Mexican Fiesta Dinnerf Fall Festival
Saturday, October 2

This year we are adding the "Fall Festival” to our Mexican Fi-
esta Dinner. The dinner will be served at our normal 4:30- 7:30
time. The Fall Festival activities will be going on all day.
Mews Fall Festival Activities:

Artsand Crafts

Apple Fies/ Crisps [ Bars

Fumpkin Fainting

Pumpkins for sale

Cornstalk decorations for sale

Rummage Sale Items

Kids" Activities

Hew Time for LWML
2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

Rally Sunday -
First Day of Sunday School September 12th  8:45 am

Potluck, felloweship and games to follows service.
The main dish will be provided, please bring a side dish to
pass.

10-10-10-10
An opportunity that only comes once every 100 years. Watch
for detail=

CHILDREN'S CHURCH INFO MEETING
Sunday, September 19 after worship

For those who help with Children’s Church
- and those who would like to.

Check Out Our "Project Connect” Booklets
(In the booklet rack outside the church office)

There are quite a few new booklet titles in the rack. Look them
over and take one to a friend or neighbor who is looking for
direction in a certain area of life




Mom’s Study...

9:30 Wednesday Mornings, beginning September 8
Childcare is provided

The NHooma & series - The Nooma studies center arcund
short films like parables, that use the experiences of our lives
to teach about the fullness of life through Jesus, fackling is-
sues like forgiveness, discipleship, and unconditional love.

Session 1: Why do bad things happen?

Things don't always work out the way we want them to, or
the way we think they will. Sometimes we don't even see it
coming. We get hit with some form of pain out of nowhere
leaving us feeling desperate and helpless. That's the way life
is. Still, it makes us wonder how God can just stand by and
watch us suffer. Where is God when it really hurts? Maybe
God is actually closer to us than we think. Maybe it's when
wie're in thess stuations, where everything ssems to be falling
apart, that God gets an opportunity to remind us of how much
he really loves us.

Session 2: What is real love?

What it involves to really love somebody? What it means to
give yourself to someone else? We mistake things like friend-
ship, commitment or lust for love, but God wired us in a cer-
tain way to experience all that love was really meant to be.
Mot to hold us back or make us miss out on the best that life
has to offer. God created love, and wants us to feel it all in the
way it's meant to be felt

Session 3: What is my purpose in life?

We want to know why we are here. If our lives really matter.
How our religion is relevant to this life. Today. Ve want to
understand what signifi@nce this minute, hour, week, month,
and year has to our lives. To our world. We need a God who
cares about this life, in thisworld, right now. We want to un-
derstand why everything we think, everything we say, and
everything we do matters. We don't want to just sit back and
wait for something to happen or someday to come. We want
to know if all the choices we make nove will shape our world
and lives for eternity. Because we want our lives to have
meaning today, and our lives today to have meaning forever.

Session 4: What does God really want from me?

Why do we do the things we do? Why do we go to church or
give money away? Because we're supposed to or because we
think that God needs it? Do we honestly put on our best
clothes for an hour once a week, stand and sit at all the right
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Age is an awfully high price to pay for maturity.

Thot for a day
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times, and sing all the appropriate songs for God's sake, or be-
cause it'll make us look better to the world around us. We're
tired of all the empty rituals and routines. And so is God. God
hates it when we call ourselves Christians but ignore all the
things he really cares about. He hates it when we go through
hollowy religious routines out of some feelings of duty or obliga-
tion. God doesn't want the meaningless rituals. God wants our
hearts.

Men’s Study ~ Bible & Burgers...

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of Each Month @ &:00 p.m.
"Who Am I... And What Am I Doing Here 2"

These are really BIG questions that
%, eventually confront all guys (who,

- ,  being guys, usually try to avoid really

BIG questions). These questions
g probably popped up first when we
— ! were kids (at a time when we hadn't

"leamed"” that BIG questions are
something guys ignore). But ignore them or not, these ques
tions keep popping up and need to be anawered.

e

God has the answers (big surprise there)!

Thankfully, God doesn't leave us to wonder who we are. We
aren't doomed to a life of groping in the dark in an attempt to
seek meaning in life. We are not left to determine our own
truth or stumble through our days without direction (not that
we'd ever ask directions if we were stumbling). Using what
God has revealed to us in His Word (the Bible), this study will
provide honest and straight-shooting answers to those twin
questions.

In the six segments of this study, we’ll explore what God has
revealed about these really BIG questions. More importantly,
we'll find out what difference knowing the answers will make
in our everyday lives. And make no mistake, knowing the an-
swers does make a difference - a profound difference. The
answers are waiting. God is ready to tell you not only who you
are, but also what you are doing here.

** Last month we kicked off ouwr study with by grilling steaks
Having study after sharing a meal tegether as a8 "big hit. "so
we decided fe do something similar for future studies, Well be
grilfing burgers and then studying the Bible, fence: "Bible and
Burgers". Guys: Come and jofn us,



Women’s Study...

"That the World May Know"
Faith Lessons on the Promised Land

Wednesdays at noon beginning September 8

Exploring the land Jesus walked 2000 years ago - finding rele-
vance for your life today.

That the World May Know is a unigue video series that brings
God's Word to life with astounding relevance. By weaving to-
gether the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural, religious and
geographical contexts, Bible teacher and historian Ray Vander
Laan reveals key insights into the Saipture’s significance to
maodern believers like you. The result? Hluminating "Faith Les
sens” that will solidify your convictions, strengthen your walk
with God and inspire you to impact your world..

Upcoming Lessons indude:

The time had fully come - the Wildemess where Jesus was
tempted

- The Essene group and John the Baptizer
Mo Greater Love- Galilee: The place where Jesus taught
The Rabbi - The various groups of Jews
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The LINK Update...
() SE:iE"lber Eﬂl:ﬂiht Link’ Update

Mission: Cresting a community wihere
neighbors share the love of God
through senvice to each other.

Here are some current needs:

¢ & water heater

s 3 bedroom home to rent in the area- $300-600 per month

¢ financial donations for school clothes and utility/housing
bills

¢ dressersand beds

Please let us know if you can help!
God Bless

Contact Information:
Michelle Peterson 320-796-2522 flc_michelle @tds.net

Bald spot? Mo, that's a solar panel for brain power,

Thot for a day
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Sunday School...

WONDERING WHAT'S NEW WITH SUNDAY SCHOOL?

Check us out on facebook "Livingword Lutheran Sundayschool
or email sundayschool.hv@gmail.com to request weekly email
updates.

Here’s a sampling of upcoming Sunday School activities:

We begin on September 12 with 'Growing in Christ' Bible story
lessons.

We are planning lots of outreach opportunities this year, for
example:

Plenty of singing,

A Halloween event (possibly tied in with Trunk or Treat),
Thanksgiving Dinner donations to the MN.L. Food Shelf,
Caroling in the area during the Christmas season

A Christmas program.

The Sunday School will be utilizing the space in the back of the
sanctuary for our class time.

The Sunday school made $110.80 with our lemonade stand at
the music festival! Some of this will be used to cover the cost
of our Christmas program for this December, "God's Love at
Christmas". The remainder wil be used to cover expenses for
Rally Sunday.

11:09... (set the alarm on your cell phone)

11:09 a.m. - EVERYDAY

(inspired by Luke 11:9: So [ say to pou, Ask and it will be
given to you, Seek and you will fing: Knock and the door will
be opened to you”

Remember to take a time-out to be "impudent” and PRAY for
things like...

s The Holy Spirit to grow your faith

¢ For God to do what you can't.

¢ Pray for God to give you faith and courage to do what you
can.

¢ Forwisdom to knows the difference between what only God
can do and what He alls you to do.

¢  Pray for God to take us into the land He's given us



September - Daily Devotionals “What Does God Say

KMIRACLES - signs and wonders that only God can bring - fill the Bible and give evidence of His power and Sep23 John6:1-14

compassion This month we look at what God says about mirackes and read about many of them,

Sep & What God Says About MIRACLES . in General Sep24 John 9:1-11

Sep & John 20:24-31

Sep 25 John 11:1-44

Sep7 Matthew 423

Sep26 John 21:1-14

Sep 8 Ephesians 3.20-21

Sap 26 What God Says About MIRACLES - in Luke's Gospel
Sep9 Matthew 14:13-14

Sep 27 Luke T:1-10

Sep 10 Matthew 9:1-8

Sep28 Luka 7:11-17

Sep 11 Matthew 11:1-6

Sep29 Luke 5:22-25

Sep 12 What God Says About MIRACLES - in the Old Testament

Sep 30 Luke 13:10-17

Sep 13 Bdodus 4:1-9

Oct1  Luke 17:11-19

Sep 14 Numbers 214-9

Oct2  Luke 22:47-51

Sep 15 1 Kings 17-1-14

Sep 16 1Kings 1830-39 Oct3  What God Says About MIRACLES - in Matthew, Mark and Acts
Sep 17 2 Kings 2:9-14 Oct4d  Matthew 14:22.33

Sep 18 Joshua 3:1-17 Qcts  Matthew 28:1-10

Sep 19 What God Says About MIRACLES - in John's Gospel Oct6 Mark 21-28

Sep 20 John 2.1-11 Oct 7T Acs 31-10

Sep 21 John4:-1-11 Oct8  Acts 9119

Sep 22 John4.46-54 Oct9  Ads121-11




September 2010 - Living Word Church (alendar of Evenis

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
5 6 LABOR DAY 7 8 9 10 1"
&45 Growing in Chiist Hour MOON Bible Study 930 Mom's Study
Adult Forum - Geneva Olson's
Sunday School Book of Ruth
Evening
10:00 Worship wiLond's Supper Sunday School
7.00 Elders’ Team £:30 LWWML Canvassing (imvitations
1115 Fellowship (nicte new time) o Rally Sunday
COutreach Meeting
12 RALLY SUNDAY 13 14 15 16 17 18
845 Growing in Christ Hour MOON Bible Study 230 Mom's Study
Adult Forum - Miracles @ Geneva Olson's
Sunday School Bogk of Ruth Moon Women's Study
10000 Rally Sunday Worship 600 Men's ‘Bible & &30 Building
Burgers' Group Committes
11:15 Rally Sunday Pofuck “Wheo Am | - and
Why Am | Here™ | 7.00 Confirmation
Parents
18 F. i} Fry] b7l Fi] 24 ot
845 Growing in Christ Hour
Adult Forumn - Mirades 230 Mom's Study
Sunday School MM Morth Pastors' | Conference @ LI1.C.
Moon Women's Study
1000 Worship wiLord s Supper
7.00 Mission & Ministry | 620 Confirmation
11:15 Fellowship Team
Children™s Church Info Mig
26 n ] .t 30 Oct1 Oct 2
B45 Growing in Christ Hour MOCN Bible Study 930 Mom's Study
Adult Forum - Mirades @ Geneva Olson's Fall Festval
Sunday School Book of Ruth Hoon Women's Study -
10:00 Worship 00 Men's ‘Bible & & 20 Building Committee Mexican Fiesta Dinner
Burgers’ Group
11:15 Fellowship “WhoAml .~ Confirmation
Oct 3 Oct 4 Octs Oct 6 Oct? Oct 8 Oct9
&45 Growing in Christ Howr 200 Circuit MNOON Bible Study %30 Mom's Study Moon  NL-S Ministerial
Adult Forum - Mirades Pastors' i@ Geneva Olson's
Sunday School Conference Moon Women's Study
10:00 Worship 7.00 Elders’ Team £:30 Confirmation

1115 Fellowship
Cutreach Meeting




Upcoming Schedules...

Elders

Sept 3 Bryson VWachter & Brady Sharp
Sept 19 Troy Hansen & Wally Abraham
Oct 3 Bryson Wachter & Brady Sharp
Oct 17 Troy Hansen & Wally Abraham
Mov 7 Bryson Wachter & Brady Sharp
MNov 14 Troy Hansen & Bryson Wachter

Scripture Readers

Sept 5

Sept 12
Sept 19
Sept 26

Oct 3

Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Oct 31

Mov 7

Mov 14
Moy 21
Mov 28

Kevin Welsh 796-6840
Carolyn Rossow 952-738-1036
Gerri Wadsaworth 796-2294
Paulette Spletter 354-7143
Linda Dilley 235-0235
Mark Fuglie 796-6975
Tammy Fuglie 796-6975
Lu Kiehm 979-0097
Tammy VWachter 796-5222
Duane Hansen 796-3605
Allan Fuglie 796-6975
Scott Wachter 796-6222
Bryson Wachter 894-6373

Fellowship Servers

Sept 5

Sept 12
Sept 19
Sept 26

Oct 3

Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Oct 31

Mow 7

Mov 14
Mov 21
Mov 28

Laurel Iverson [/ Violet Dauk
Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson
Wendy Robbin / Stacy Olson

Mancy Jo Wendt [ Tammy Fuglie
Tammy Wachter / Sarah Miller
Lu Kiehm [/ Mona Hijelle

Laurel Iverson [/ Violet Dauk
Youth

Linda Dilley / Bonnie Hansen
Marcia Welsh / Pam Johnson
Wendy Robbin / Stacy Olson
Mancy Jo Wendt / Tammy Fuglie
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I don't repeat gossip, so listen carefully the first time,

Thot for a day
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Usher & Greeter Schedule

Ushers
Sept5  Duane Hansen & ChuckWeflen
Sept 12 Lonny Robbin & Jack Kuppich
Sept 19 Mark Fuglie & Vern Samuelsan
Sept 26 Kevin & Moah Welsh

Oct 3 Linda Dilley & Lu Kiehm

Oct 10 Tim Geer & Allan Fuglie

Ot 17 IMona Hjelle & Paulette Spletter
Oct 24 Brady Sharp & Wally Abraham
et 31 Youth

Moy 7 Jamie & Phil lverson

Mov 14 Jason Miller & Bryson Wachter
Mov 21 Brian Tri & Troy Hansen

Mov 28 Duane Hansen & Chuck Weflen

Fill-in Greeter Bonnie Hansen 796-5605

Greeter

Jack & Bryson
Laurel verson
Lu Kiehm

Gerr & Paulette

Jack & Bryson
Laurel Iverson
Lu Kiehm
Gerr & Paulette
Youth

Jack & Bryson

Laurel verson

Lu Kiehm

Gerri & Paulette

Flease call Bonnie if you aren't able to greet on your scheduled

Sunday

Meal Makers and Takers
Meal Makers:
Sept  Alicia Sawatzlky

Paulette Spletter
Acolyte
Sept 5 Grace Geer
Sept 12 Michelle Johnson
Sept 19 Matthew Tri
Sept 26 *== Acolyte Needed
Oct 3 Grace Geer
Oct 10 Michelle Johnson
Oct 17 Matthews Tri
Oct 24 *= Acolyte needed
Oct 31 *= Acolyte needed
MNov 7 Grace Geer
Mov 14 Michelle Jehnson
Mov 21 Matthews Tri
Mov 28 Caleb Beeler

Children’s Church Schedule
Sept 5 Mikayla Geer & Halee Lucas
Sept 12 Carolyn Rossow

Meal Takers:
Bryson Wachter
Rachel Tri

952-738-1036



Sept 19 Mariah Welsh 796-5840
Sept 26 Joe Johnson 354-35
Oct 3 Kasey Mieland 354-2038
Oct 10 Mona Hjelle 354-4315
Oct 17 Emily Fuglie 796-6975
Oct 24 Mikayla Geer & Halee Lucas

Oct 31 Carolyn Rossow Q52-738-1036
Mov 7 Mariah Welsh 795-6840
Mov 14 Joe Johnson 354-3345
Mov 21 Kasey Mieland 354-2036
Mov 28 Mona Hjelle 354-4315
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Letters irom Heidy...

(The girl from Ecuador we support through Compassion, Int'l.)
Letter #1

s g great pleasure for me to wiite fo you again. Sponsors, fet
me tel you that your beautiful cards (for Valentines) il me
with happiness. I keep inside myself your beautiful and moti
vating words as they are a treasure. Thank you very much
sponsors for dedicating 8 great part of your time te me. I thank
you all infinitely. May God's blessings abound your homes to-
day, tomorrow and aways. God's promise for you, Psalm 23, I
say geodbye sponsors and fope to write fo you again. Kisses,
Bye.

Heidy Haylis ViEueta Pluas
Letter #2

Hit I'm pleased to wiite another letter to you, trusting that eve-
rythings fine over there with you and your loved ones. I went
to the beach for the weekend with my mom, my dad and my
siblings We went out at night for a walk in the sand. My first
day of school was loads of fun, because T met my new teachers
and dlasamates. Where did you go on vaaation? Please pray for
my family and my studies. Thanks for everything you are doing
for me and for my loved ones, Bye! Lots of love from youwr
friend.

Hefdy Vizueta Fluas

Mote: Our support commitment for Heidy is $32/month. You
can help by putting money in the "Heidy” box near the back
door of the sanctuary. Checks can be made to "Compassion,
Int'l." Thanks so much!

Thot for a dn'f If you can't explain it simply, you don't understand it well enough.
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Beginning in October...

as congregation to grow spiritually in
our awareness and understanding
{and practice) of Christ’s Great Com-
mission given in Matthew 28:19-20

}'03"’" 50 Days Ablaze
éﬁ e What is it? ™A 50-day journey de-
signed to help us as individuals and

Mission OQutreach
Jowrney

"Therefore go and make disdples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to cbey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely I am with you al
ways, to the very end of the age.”

50 Days Ablaze is a mission-focused LCMS program patterned
after the 40 Days of Purpose spiritual growth campaign many
of you participated in several years ago. Participation is 3-fold:

o Individual: Individuals read daily devotions based on that
weeks mission theme

» Group: Groups meet weekly in small group Bible studies
based on the seven mission themes

+ Congregational: In worship the sermon and worship is
centered around the weekly theme.

We are in the process of putting together a Planning Team for
the 30 Days Ablaze. We need:

¢ A Communication Coordinator - to keep everyone informed

¢ A Prayer Coordinator - to organize prayer for the 50 Days
Ablaze

¢ Worship Coordinator - to organize music and drama for
wiarship

¢ Small Group Coordinator - to recruit people who can host
the small-group studies

Please talk to Pastor David or elder Bryson Wachter if you can
help in any of these ways. Thanks!

THANK YOU To those that supported/helped @ the NL Mu-
sic Festival on August 21

Sunday School Raised $110.80 (Jacob,Caleb, Liz Carolyn)

Pie and Ice Cream Raised $584.35

Total Raised $775.15




E-Mail Humor...

A pastor is walking down the street one day
when he notices a very small boy trying to
press a doorbell on a house across the street.
Howvvever, the boy is rather short and the
doorbell istoo high for him to reach.

o~ -

A4

After watching the boy's fruitless efforts for awhile, the pastor
smiles, crosses the street, walks up behind the little fellow
and, placing his hand kindly on the dhild's shoulder, leans over
and gives the doorbell a selid ring.

Crouching down to the child's level, the pastor asks, "And now
what, my little man?"

To which the boy turns and hollers, "Mow we runt”
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E-Mail Wisdom... (eceived via e-mail)

{From "Mikey's Funnies” daily email humor - and sometimes serious
stuff like this)

T run in the path of your mmmands, for you have sat my
heart free. "(Psalm 119:32)

I first noticed Jake when he was praying. We were fraveling
with & Russian singing group that was appearing in U.S. and
Canadian churches. Jake handled the sound equipment, and I
drove the van.

We often stayed in homes of church members to save money
along the way, and on this occasion he and I were room-
mates. I awoke after some minutes asleep and noticed a bed-
side light still on. There, on the other side of his bed, Jake was
kneeling on the floor praying silently, his face lifted up, eyes
shut tight, back ramrod straight. I watched for some minutes
and fell asleep again with the light still on, Jake stil praying.

After that I began to notice more about how Jake lived. A
quiet young man, he had done little until then to drawe my at-
tention. What I saw was someone who, with no more noise
than his prayers had aeated, lived life with enthusiasm and
joy. He was interested in things, concerned about people and
eager to see and learn all he oould. A Russian himself, he was
visiting the West for the first time and was thrilled with every
new road and town and name and restaurant. He threw him-
self into trying to learn our language, laughing at his failures
and exulting in his successes. With a light in his eyes Jake

To succeed in life, you need three things: A wishbone, a backbone and a funnybone,

Thot for a day:
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loved life and his sample of it

Since traveling with Jake I have observed that people who live
successfully have that same kind of attitude. They participate
in what is happening. They make an effort. They tackle oppor-
tunities with abandon. They focus mentally and spiritually on
the many things that are good and right about life. They ap-
preciate that a lifetime is not really a long time—here today,
gone tomorow. So they live it while they can, with hearts that
are free.

At the end of our tour, Jake embraced me at the airport and
said, "Thank you, Michael. Is like a dream." Hiswords — and
way of living — came back to me when I saw the latest film
adaptation of Jules Verne's "Around the World in Eighty Days."
In it there is a line that reads: I traveled the word looking for
inspiration, and Ifound it in @ man who lives what he dreams.

Jake inspired me. He was a man whose heart was free, and it
freed him to live his dream.

By Dr. Michael A. Halleen

Thank God For...

Maybe you've seen the sign board on our land, the beginning
of a sentence: "Thank God For... ”

Each wweek we'd like to change the ending of that sentence to

encourage people who drive past to remember that God is the
giver of all good things - especially things we take for granted.
Some things we've thanked God for..

Our Youth Group

Air Conditioning

MNews-Mown Hay

The Truth of His Word

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence next week.

September Discipleship verse...

Bur grow in the grace and lowowladge
af our Lovd and Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be glory both now and
Jarever! Amen. 2 Peter 3:18




Inspirational Story...

There once was 3 lttle boy who wanted to meetthe king. He set
off, walking across the beautiful countryside towards the king's
castle. He walked and walked, thinking of all the wonderful things
that he and the kingwould talk about, and he imagined how
beautiful the castle was. He was just a liftle boy, and wanted so
much just totalk to the king and be in his presence.

Finally, after many long days of walking, the king's castle came
into view. It was even more majestic than the boy had imagined!
He couldn't wak to tell the king how beautiful everything was and
how much he had enjoyed his walk across the countryside. The
boy began to run towards the castlel

However, as the boy drew closer to the outside of the castle, he
noticed guards. Watchtowers were bristling wich firepower, and
the guards had mean looks on their faces. The boy slowed
down...then stopped. The guards noticed him, and drew their
weapons, striking menacing poswres. They looked right at himt!

"1 just want to see the king...." the little boy began in 2 halkting
viaoice,

"Get out of here!" growled the guards.

Well, the little boy didn't have to be told twice. After all that walk-
ing, after all thatthinking, after all that wishing and hoping, he
tumed...and ran, scared beyond rmeasure.

He began to cry. All he wanted to do was tell the king wonderful
things, and see all the beautiful things in the king's house. But he
couldn't even get near the castlke! The boy finally stopped running
and sat down and cried.

& voung man happened to be coming down the path at that very
momernt. He was carrying a sack of groceries and whistling a
pretty tune. He sawthe little boy and stopped.

"What's wrong, young man? Why so sad?” he asked.

"Sir, I walked and walked and walked just to seethe king and
there were these guards and I was scared and I wanted totell
the king how lovely everything is and see all the neatthings in his
castle and play and just tell the king that I just wanted to see
himi!" wailed the little boy.

"Whoa! Slow down a litle. Sounds like you've had a rough time
today." With that, the man set down his grocery sack and began
to rummage through &. "“Would you like some apple juice?" asked
the rman.

"Yes, thanks. I don'tthink I'l ever go back there!”
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Love is like a rose. You have to see past the thoms to appreciate its beauty.

-
-

Thot for a day
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The man looked at the little boy thoughtfully. "Look, why don't you
try again. Ill come with you this time."

"Hey look mister, you haven't seen these guards. They're big! And
mean! They yvelled at met!”

The rman smiled at the little boy, who was obviously concerned for
his (the rman's) safety. He stood up and dusted himself off.

"C'mon with me. Maybe we can find something to eat along the
way." the rman said, holding out his hand.

The lttle boy looked up at the man, and looked in the direction of
the castle. He was so close! Well, he reasoned, even if I can't see
the king, maybe I can get something to eat before 1begin my walk
home.

Jith that, the little boy got up and tookthe man's hand. He
gripped the man's hand tighter and tighter as they got closer to
the king's castle. Finally, the king's guards spotted therm: one very
frightened boy holding the hand of a man wich a2 sack of groceries.
&5 they drew close, the little boy could stand it no more.

"Look, mister, we don't have to do this...I don't want you to get
hurt. T'll just be on oy way. T was nice of you to sop...thanks for
the juice...we can just turn around now..." the boy began to bab-
ble again.

The man held the little boy's hand firmby and said, "Child, you've
come this far...how abouttrusting me a little longer? Let's just see
what happens.”

"ok

The pair came closer to the caste and the guards watdhed them
approach. The man looked down and winked at the boy. The boy
realy thought the man might be crazy...until he looked back up at
the guards. They were smiling nowd! The two that looked the
toughest and meanest grinned fitto split! They even lowered the
drawbridge to the castle. The [ittle boy was amazed!

"Who are you?" asked the little boy in astonishment.

"Why, I'mthe King's Son. By placing your trust and faith in Me,
you can enter the Castle and be with the King," said the man.

The little boy broke into 2 huge smile.

"Can I go home and tell my parents about You?" asked the little
boy. "Then they can come to visit, too!"

Jesus threw His head back and laughed. He thought that was the
best thing that anyone could do.

Jould you like to seethe King? Let me introduce you to His Son....



Sharing the Love of Jesus In Practical Ways...

"Seaet Paul” Prayer Partner Program Reminders
Secret Pauls: Don't forget to send your person a note if they
have a hirthday in September.

Help with Support for Heidy

Heidy is the girl from Ecuador that we support monthly
through Compassion Int'l. We're a couple months behind in
our support, so if you can help, please make checks payable
to Compassion Int'l and put them in the "Heidy" box. Thanks!

Make-a-Meal Program

You will notice spedal "PRAYER and CARE" cards in the wor-
ship attendance folders. Please use these cards to give us the
names of people you know who could use a meal. (You can
also use the cards to give prayer requests for Pastor and/or
the Prayer Force prayer chain). The cards can be filled out and
placed in the offering plate
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Story Behind The Song...

Onward Christian Soldiers

Recently someone requested we sing Omward Christian Sok
diers. Before we sang the song a few weeks ago in worship I
commented how the Bible compares the Christian life to fight-
ing as a soldier. Ephesians 6:10-20 reminds us that we are in
a battle every day against Satan. It also reminds us that God
has given us everything we need to not only be standing at
the end of the war, but to also win the individual daily battles.
I looked up the story behind the song we had sung in waorship.
Here it is.

The author of the text, Sabine Baring-Gould, a minister in the
Church of England, had left this account regarding the writing
of this hymn:

It was written in a vary simpie fashion, without thought of
publication. Wiitmonday isa great day for school festivals in
Yorishire, and ane Whitmonday, it was amanged that our
schoo! should join forces with that of 8 neighboring villege. I
wanted the chidren to sing whie marching from one village to
the other, but T couldn't think of anything quite suitable, so [
sat up at might resolved to write something myself. "Omvard
Christian Soldiers"was the result. It was written in great
haste, likely i less than 15 minutes,

Thot for a dﬂf: It's not so much about "Why this?" as "What's next?"
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These words written hastily for marching children became the
text for a hymn that God has used to challenge Christians
around the world. It is our responsibility and privilege to live as
soldiers who have turned our lives over to Jesus as soldiers
turn their lives over to the direction of their commanding offi-
cer.

Omward Christian soldiers marching as to war.
with the orass of Jesus going on before!
Christ the royal Master, leads against the foe;
Fonward into battle see His banrer go!

Like a mighty army moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod
We are not divided, af one body we —

One in hope and doctring, one it charity

Omward then, ye peopla. join our happy throng;
Blend with ours your voioes in the triumph song.
Glory, faud and henor unto Christ the King —

This through mountiess ages men and angels sing.

Refrain: Omward Christian soldiers, marching as fo war
With the oass of Jesus going on before.
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