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January 2010 Newsletter
"Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Worship Hours:
Christian Growth Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

Located on the West of Spicer on Chy Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, Mew London, MM 58273
Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: wenw. livingwordlutheran.net

Vhat we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

vhat we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question ior Pastor...

So, is this saying that Adam and Eve weren't created in the
Garden of Eden?”

This question came during a confirmation class after we had read
Genesis chapter three together. Particularly this passage at the end
of the chapter:

[23] 5o the lord God banihed fim from the Garden of Eden to work
the ground Fom which he had been taken.

Did you assume that Adam and Eve were created in the Garden? I'd
say that's an assumption almost everyone makes. But the verse we
read in confirmation class certainly makes it sound like Adam was
being sent back to where he came from when he and Eve were
booted out of Eden. So, which is correct - our long-held assurnptions
or this new idea?

Whenever we arent guite sure about something in the Bible, the first
place to dheck is... the Bible. Is our question referred to elsewhere?
As a matter of fact, it is - just one chapter previous.

the Lord God formed the man from the dus of the ground and
reathed o HiE nostrils the breath of e, and the man became 3
living being.

[8] Now the Lord God had planted 2 garden i the east, i Edeny
and there he put the man e had foomed, [97 And the Lord God
made alf kinds of trees grow owt of the ground--trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food, In the middle of the garden
were the tree of fife and the tree of the fnowledge of good and evil

[107 A river watering the garden fowed from Eden; from there it
was separated into four headwaters. [11] The name of the first & the
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Pighon,: it winds through the entire Bnd of Haviah, where there
& gold, [12]The gold of that Bnd & good: aromatic resin and
anyx are also there) [13] The name of the second river s the
Giren,; & winds through the entire and of Cush, [14] The name
af the thind rver & the Tigris: it runs along the east side of
Asshur, And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

157 The lord God took the man and put bin @ Hhe Garden
af Eden fo work i and take care of & Genesis 2:7-15

So, it appears that the guestioner was corredt. The Bible says
that Adam was not created in the Garden, but God put Adam
there after he was created - and took him and Eve out of their
“paradise” after they sinned.

This bit of information may not be a big deal, but there are 3
couple lessons we can learn from this guestion and the answer
we found:

1} Long-held assumptions are not always correct. Another great
example of this is the idea that the Wise Men showed up at the
manger after the shepherds. Christrmas pageants usually depict
it happening that way not because that's the way it happened i
the Bible, but because that’s the easiest way to present it in 3
piay. (Check out Matthew 2 to see where the Wise Men adtually
found Jesus). The only way to separate false assumptions from
God's truth is to read what God rezally says in His Word.

2} When samething in the Bible isn't crystal clear, the first place
to check for clarification is elsewhere in the Bible. A
concordance (many Bibles have one at the back of the Bible)
can be a great help to find where else in the Bible to look for
specific words.

3) There's always something new to learn each time you read -
and it helps when you read/study with other people. Insights
you see, might be missed by others (and vice versa).

S0.... if you've gotten out of the habit of Bible reading or Bible
study, here’s an invitation to get back into it. Check out the
"What God Says About” readings elsewhere in this newsletter.
Also check out the various studies offered - and if there’s not
one that fits your schedule, find a couple of folks who can study
when you can, then talk to me for some ideas on what to study.

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



Opporfunities ior Grow...

How would you change if you spent just a couple min-
utes a day getting to know God through His Word? Join
us in finding out.

Check out the "what Does God Have to Say About...? Daily
Readings. And make a commitment to find out how God wil
change you through reading just 3 couple minutes a day. (See
pages 10 & 11)

Sunday Morning Adult Forum - 9:00
We'll continue to highlight the insights God gives us in our Daily
Bible readings for the previous week. Join us even if you werne-
n't ahle to do the readings.

Tuesday Noon Study at Geneva Olson’s in NL
Colossians: How does Jesus stack up agzinst zll the other reli-
gious ideas? That's not a question that has just recenth sur-
faced. It was a question Christians had in the first century. The
book of Colossizns is an answer to that question.

Mom's Study - Wednesday mornings @ 9:30
"The Five Love Languages”
See page 19 for details

Women's Study - Wednesdays @ noon
"Five Things God Uses To Grow Your Faith”
See page 19 for detals

Men's Revelation Bible Study
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the Month @ 7:00 p.m.

Couples Bible Study
Saturday, Jan 9th @ 6:30
See page 19 for detais

All Stars 4 Jesus
Wed,, January .20 A fun evening for 3-6th Graders
The Confirmation Students will again assist with Craft and
Game time. Pastor will lead the Bible story time. Rides can be
provided and friends can come. Just let us know. We'll start at
6:30 and conclude by 8:00

Parenting Young Children - 8:45 each Sunday
& special class for parents of pre-school through 4th grade chi-
dren
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Better the world know vou as a sinner than God know vou as a hypocrite.

Thot for a day
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A Minute Eor Parents...

Set an example by giving an "After-Christmas” Gift
that keeps on giving.
(The same one God gave us at Christmas)

By nows some of the Christmas presentsyou gave your kids
have become broken. Others have been forgotten. Hopefully
some are still in use. But the start of a new year would be a
great time to resolve to give your children the present they
really want most - your presence.

His presence is the present God gave us at Christmas. It's
the one he has promised to give us until the end of time
"And surely T am with you alweys, fo the very end of the
age.” Mt 28:20

Of all the things my parents did to show their love, the
things that stick in my mind most are the times they made a
special effort to just "be there.” Chances are you'd say the
same. And it is quite likely that your presence is the present
your kids will remember too.

Howe can you spend mare time with your children - collec-
tively and individually? After school? In the evening? On the
weekends?

Maybe read them a story instead of reading the newspaper.
Play a game with them instead of watching TV. Plan a spe-
cial project that you can work on together. Have a "Date
Your Kid" night once a week. Set aside one night as "Family
night.” Get their input on what they would like to do on
those days. Sit down with them and plan what you will do
then put it on the calendar.

"Being there” isn't limited to the kids that still live under
your roof. When could you "be there” for your kids that are
away at college? VWhen could you "be there” for those chik
dren that live on their own?

Follow Jesus’ example and give the gift of your pres-
ence. It says "I love you” like nothing else.

THAHNK YOU... To everyone who remembered us this
Christmas with cards and gifts. We greatly appreciate your
support and partnership in the Gospel |

Fastor David, Viokt, Anthony and Rebecca




Opporfunities to Share the Love oi Jesus
In Practical Ways...

Be Part of our '"Make-a-Meal’ Team

Do you have a heart for helping people in need? We're in
the process of updating our list of people who @n serve as
either "meal makers"” and "meal takers" (or both). Our
"Make A Meal” program is a great way to show the love of
Jesus. Please talk to Pastor David if you can serve on our
Make A Meal Team. Thanks!

Plan and Organize Fellowship Adtivities

One of the goalswe set for the coming year is to provide
more gpportunities for members to get to knows each other
outside of church. In order to accomplish that goal we need
someane who enjoys organizing activities that "get people
together.” Things like *fun nights’ or service projects or out-
ings. Please talk to Pastor David if you would like to help in
this way.

Willmar/Spicer Polar Bear Plunge

Law Enforcement Presents Saturday, January 30, 2010

Melvin's on the Lake @ 2 p.m.

We jump in Green Lake to raise funds
for Special Clympics

J GROUP, BECAUSE..
...it's just the rlght thing to do.

Sign up by the door to the sanctuary
or talk to Bryson Wachter
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THANK YOU...

To Rachel Tri, Carolyn Rossow, Mona Hjelle, Pam Johnson,
Bonnie Hanson, Becca Dauk, Susan Johnson, and Bryson
Wachter for making our Christmas Program a great success.
We really appreciate your hard wiork! Thanks also to the
teachers, parents and studentswho all did a great job of
helping tell the message of the gift God delivered at Bethle-
hem. Thanks be to Geod for all of you "indesaibable gifts".

A lotof people want to serve God, but only in an advisary capacity.

Thot for a day
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How have you seen God at work
In Living Word in 2009?

For our Charter Sunday (January 24) we will put together a
list all of the ways and people you've seen God work
through this past year at Living Word. We'll have a chance
to do this in worship on January 17 and 24 (or just email
your answers to Soott at c.wachter@charter.net)

§0 That The World May Know...

Thanks for your input about the *move-a-building’ option we
are currently researching.

This month we will meet each Wednesday @ 6:00 to pray
and then continue comparing bids, meeting with contrac-
tors and putting together our proposal @ 6:30.

After we have a good handle on the expenses associated
with the move, we will put together a proposal that will in-
clude our recommended actions including those associated
with the areas of concern members wanted us to take into
account. We will present this Building Committee proposal at
a congregation information meeting and then schedule a
Special Voter's Assembly to vote on the proposal.

/e invite you to please join us each \Wednesday at 6:00 as
we take this opportunity to the Lord in prayer

e

i

Concordia Exireme Home Project Makes
S A Concordia Connection...

The episode of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition featuring
St. Paul's Marris family and a scholarship presentation to the
family by Concordia University, St. Paul, is scheduled to air
on Sunday, January 3 at 7 p.m. on the ABC net-

work. The episode will feature a total renovation of the
home of Sandy Morris, who runs a small day care center out
of her home in West 5t. Faul. Program host Ty Pennington
will present the Marris children with full scholarships to at
tend Concordia University when they graduate high

school. The scholarships are Pennington’s special gift to the
family.

For more information, go to hip:/tinvurl. com/vlzf8z0




E-Mall Wisdom...

Take a tour to Israel and there is one town you'll need to think
twice about visiting. Jewish tours almost always avoid it even
though £ is the bifthplace of the greatest ruler in Israel's ancient
history—King David. Christians like to tourthere, but & is such a
hassle that many settle for a "facsimile.” You can walk through a
reproduction of this town (particularty at this time of year) in
many major U.S. cities, from Longview, VWashington, to Orlando,
Flarida. I arn talking about that litle town of Bethkehem.

Bethlehem is only six miles from the heart of Jerusalem, but
since it is in Palestinian territory, to get there from Israel you
have to go through 3 border crossing. If you are part of atour,
you will probably have to get off your bus and board anather
with a Palestinian tour guide and driver. That is why Jewish
groups rarely go there and why many Christian groups decide
the hassle isn't worth .

But the rmodern political difficulties mask a far greater and more
ancient controversy.

The Jewish prophet Micah wrote:

And vou Bethkhem Bpfiratah, thoughvou are little among the
thousands of udah, fom you shall come foth to meone to be 3

siler i Terael and his goings forth are fom old fom everlasting”

(Micgh 5:2, or 5:1 in some versions).

Since Micah was writing several hundred years after the death of
King David, £ has been accepted that the "rulerin Israel" spoken
of would be none otherthan David's greater son, the promised
Messiah.

Targumn Jonathan, an ancient Aramaic paraphrase of the Bible
says this:

"And vou, O Bethiehem Epfirata, yow who were too small to be
nurbered among the thousands of the house of Judah, fom
vou shall come foth before me the Messiaft. " The 1250 cen-
tury rabli caled Radak [David Kimid) wrote: “out of thee shall
corme forth unto me 3 Judge to be Ruler in Israel and this & the
King Messiafr. "

The rmystery and the controversy intensify when we begin to
examine what is actually said aboutthis ruler who is to be born
in Bethlehem.

Micah makes an unusual staterment when he says: "from you
shall come forth to me.” This is no ordinary way to talk about
someone's birth. Micah is speaking as a prophet on behalf of
God—that is who the "me" is. So this ruler is born for God and
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He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christrmas under a tree.

Thot for a day
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for God's purposes. Mo wonder zll the ancients expeded this one
to be the Messizh!

Mow we arrive at the most controversial—and for sorme, alarm-
ing—part of Miczh's prophecy. God begins talking more specifi-
cally about the nature of the child, orthe "comings forth" of the
ruler. In Hebrews the word is motzactai This is 3 compound noun
meaning more precisely: "the place where he originally left.” So
here we are surprisingly told there is a place this ruler existed
before his birth in Bethkehem. God then tells us that this ruler ac-
tually comes from "Aegerr?’ meaning "of old" and from " yemes fa
Qi ""from everlasting” or litkeralty "the days of eternity.”

Who in the world has origins in eterniy? Who could exist before
his own birth? There can be only one conclusion: this one to be
bom in Bethlehern would be of divine origin!

The mystery of Massiah is not just where he would be bom, which
wie know to be Bethlehern, but what his nature is to be, i.e. di-
vine. This is a shocker. As Jeves we are taught, " Shema visrae/
Fdonal eleheiny aconai edhad "Hear O Israel the Lord our God,
the Lord is one. And yet here we have a mystery that goes be-
yond the nature of the Messiah and straight to the nature of the
One True God. How can the promised Messizh be divine when the
Lord our God is One? We can point to biblical clues regarding the
compound unity of God, but we cannot fully understand it we
cannot fully explain it. &is a mystery and a controversy, but it is
also true. And that is where faith comes in. God says . I believe
it. That settkes i

Can you live wih that tension? Are you wiling to believe some-
thing that you can't fully understand? Wil you agree there are
things about the nature of God that are beyond our ability to com-
pletely comprehend?

In Bible timmes, there was no controversy among Jevs about
wihere Messiah was to be bom. The onby controversy was when
hie was to be born. These mysterious wise men fromthe east
wiere looking for the Messizh because they had seen signs in the
heavens. When they approached King Herod—then the ruler of
the Jewish people—to find out where to look for him, Herod had
to ask his own wise rmen. The Jewish scribes and chief priests
confidently answered the King's question. "Tell the wise men from
the east that Massizh rmust be barn in Bethlehem." And so he
VWEE,

But how could 3 wise man (or wornan) possibly answer the ques-
tion of the Messizh's birthplace were itto be posed today? For
rmany this controversial question has been answered once and for
all in the person of Jesus our Messizh. How do you answer?



January - Daily Devotionals “What Does God Say About...?”

Yi'e start the month with the guestion YWhat does God say sbout FAMILY LIFE ?" He actually says quite 8
b, just like He doss about howto tell WHAT'S FROM GOD AND WHAT S FROM SATAN. sows have b Jan 20 James 1.58

weeks of readings for each question. Then onbo what God says about WHAT TO DO Ol SUNDAY

Janm 21 Hebrews 5:11-14

Jan3  What God Says About ... FAMILY LIFE

Jan22 John 1812115

Jand  Genesis 2:20-24

JanZ3 Psalm 11110

Jan§  Genesis 501521

Jan 24 What God SaysAbout.. TELLING WHAT'S FROM GOD AND WHAT'S NOT
Jang Psam 127

Jan 25 2 Timothy 3:12-17

JanT7 Deuteronomy £1-2

Jan 26 Isaiah 112-5

Jand Deuteronomy 6:20-25

Jan 27 MWatthew 7.2&-27

Jan3  Joshua 241415

Jan 28 Romans 121-2

Jan 10 What God Says About ... FAMILY LIFE

Jan 22 1 Peter 3:89

Jan 11 Proverbs 26

Jan 30 Ephesians §:10-20

Jan 12 Proverbs 23:15-25

Jan 31 What God Says About... WHAT TO DO ON SUNDAY
Jan 13 Hebrews 12:5-11

Feb 1 Exodus 20:6-11

Jan 14 Ephesians 521-6:4

Feb2 Isaiah 581314

Jan 15 2 Timothy 1:5

Feb3 Matthew 12:1-13

Jan 16 1 Peler 3.1-7

Feb4 Romans 145-6

Jan 17 What God Says About ... TELLING WHAT'S FROM GOD AND WHAT'S NOT

Feh & Colossians 21617

Jan 18 1 John 41-5

Feb & Galatians 4:.8-10

Jan 19 Proverbs 35-8




January 2010 - Living Word Church Calendar of Evenis

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5 & 7 8 g
NOON Bible Study
845 Growing in Christ Hour ‘Colossians’ 530 Mom's Study NL-5 Ministerial
Adult Forum - Key Chapters @ Geneva Olson's The 5 Love Languages”
Sunday School Hoon Women's Study
Parents’ Study 7.00 Elders Team T ways to grow faith” ,
§:00 Prayer Time “
10:00 Worshipwiond's Supper 820 Youth Mig & Study '
11:15 Fellowship §:30 Bidg Commitiee "
T:00 Men's Study(Rev.) FIREFPRF
10 11 12 13 14 15
2:45 Growing in Christ Hour HOON Bible Study 530 Mom's Study
Adult Forum - LCMS beliets @ Geneva Olson's ‘The £ Love Languages”
Sunday School Heon Waormen's Study Circuit Pastors Couphes'
Parents’ Study S Ways to grov faith” @ Willmar Fireproof Study
00 Proyer Time (@ Pastor & Violet's
10:00 Worship £:30 Bldg Commities
11:15 Fellowship &30 Confirmation
Outreach Mig. 00 LWL
17 18 13 20 i 22 23
845 Growing in Christ Hour NOOMN Bible Study 530 Mom's Study
Adult Forum - LCMS beliels @ Geneva Dlison's The 5 Love Languages”
Sunday School Noon Women's Study
Parents’ Study “5'Ways to grow fith”
10:00 WorshipwiLomd's Supper 700 Mssion & 6:00 Prayer Time
Miristry Team &:00 Bldg Commitiee
11:1% Fellowship 520 Confirmation
All 5tars 4 Jesus
T:00 Men's Study. (Rev.)
24  CHARTER SUNDAY 25 26 FI) 28 30
53 Mom's Study
8:45 Growangin Christ Hour NOON Bible Study Neon Women's Study
Adult Forum -LCWMS bebefs @ Geneva Olson's 7:00 Annual 2:00 Polar Plunge
Sun:hyﬁd:uﬂi 6:00 Pl'l_ﬁl'Th‘ﬂ 'W'hiﬂt Tm Law Enlarceinent Presenti
Pamnts’ Study £:00 Bldg Commities i@ Pastor & Viclet's = '
10:00 Worship 530 Confirmation
1115 Charter Sunday Dinner
H Feb 1 Feb 2 Feb 3 Feb 4 Feb 5
8:45 Growang in Christ Hour NOOMN Bible Study 5:30 Mam's Study
Adult Forum - LCM S belets {@ Geneva Olson's | Noon Women's Study HL-5 Mirsstenal

Sunday School
Parents’ Study
10:00 Worship

11:1% Fellowship

700 Elders Team

&:00 Prayer Time

E:30 Youth Mig & Study
.20 Bidg Commitiee
700 Men's StudyiRev.)




Upcoming Schedules...

IFvou arent abie to serve on youwr Sunday, please cal someons
and switch with them, Thanks!

Scripture Readers

Jan 3

Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14
Mar 21
Mar 28

Wendy Robbin
Maona Hjelle
Kevin Welsh
Linda Dilley
Phil Iversaon

Mark Fuglie
Tamimy Fuglie
Lu Kiehm
Tammy Wachter

Duane Hansen
allan Fuglie
Scott Waditer
Bryson Wachter

Fellowship Servers

Jan 3

Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14
Mar 21
Mar 28

Violet Dauk

Lu Kiehm
Linda Dilley
Bonnie Hansen
Youth

354-0049
3344315
796-6340
235-0235
3344932

796-6975
796-6975
979-0097
7966222

796-5605
796-6975
7o6-0222
894-6378

220-0344
979-0097
235-0235
796-3605

Wendy Robbin  354-9049
Mancy Jo Wend354-2398

Usher & Greeter Schedule

Jan 3

Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Pam Johnson 354-3545
Laurel Iverson 3544032
Tammy Fuglie 706-6975
Mana Hjele 334-4315
Stacy Olson 212-9647
Violet Dauk 3344103
Ushers Greeter
Jamie Iverson & Jason Miller Lu
Jack Kuppich & Lonny Robbin Laurel
Duzne Hansen & Chuck Weflen w®
Kevin & Moah Welsh e
Joe Johnson & Becca Dauk Marizh
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I was always taught to respect my aelders, but it keeps getting harder to find one.

Thot for a day
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Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14
Mar 21
Mar 28

Mark Fuglie & Brady Sharp Lu

Linda Dilley & Lu Kighrm Laurel
Tim Geer & Allzn Fuglie wE
Mona Hjelle & Pam Johnson e
Jamie & Phil Iverson Lu
Jason Miller & Bryson Wadhter Laurel
Brian Tri & Lonny Robbin wE
Jack Kuppich & Troy Hansen e

** Plagse talk to Pastor David if you'd like to be a greeter

Children's Church Schedule

Jan 3

Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14
Mar 21
Mar 28

Elders
Jan 3
Jan 17
Feb 7
Feb 14
Mar 7
Mar 14

Joe Johnson 354-3545
Kasey Mielzand 354-2036
Becca Dauk 354-4103
Maonz Hjelle 354-4315
Halee Lucas/Mykalz Geer 354-5035
Emilie Fuglie 796-8975
Marizh Welsh 7O6-6840
Joe Johnson 354-3545
Kasey Mielzand 354-2036
Becca Dauk 3544103
Halee Lucas & Mikayla Geer

Maonz Hjelle 354-4315
Emilie Fuglie 796-8975

Jason Miller & Bryson Waditer
Troy Hansen & Kevin Welsh
Jason Miller & Bryson Waditer
Troy Hansen & Kevin Welsh
Jason Miller & Bryson Waditer
Troy Hansen & Kevin Welsh

January Discipleship Verse...

Do not conform any longer to the paitern
of this world, but be ransformed by the
renewing of vour mind.

Romans 12:2a



Mark Your Calendans...

Each Wednesday @ 6:00 - Prayer Time

"The family that prays together stays together” also holds
true for church families. During the Advent season we met
for a brief prayer service each Wednesday at 6:00. Since
prayer is such an important part of the life of a church fam-
ily, we will be continuing this brief prayer service each
Wednesday.

Pastor will start each prayer time with a short devotion on
a different aspect of prayer. Then we will smply pray - for
building issues and anything else you'd like for us to take to
the Lord.

A light supper will be available from 5:15 to 6:00, so you
can come from work and not womry about supper when you
get home - plus it's a great time of fellowsship with your
church family. Please join us

Charter Sunday: January 24

It has been five years since Living Word was chartered as
an official member of the Minnesota Morth District of the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. We will celebrate with
a special potluck meal following worship on January 24.

Make sure to join us aswe thank God for our fifth year and
kick off year number &.

Annual Whist Night

7:00 p.m. Friday, January 29, @ Pastor & Violet's

A GREAT FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY: It is always a night
full of fun, laughter, competition and Prizes! Please bring a
snack to share...Soft drinks and coffee will be provided.
Prior experience is not required. Don't know what whist is?
Mever played it? Mo problem. Ve have PRIZES for doing
the worst as well as doing the best!

Talk to Pastor or Violet if you have any questions. Bring
friends. (It's a great way to introduce them to others in the

church).

Willmar/ Spicer Polar Bear Plunge
Saturday, January 30, 2010
(see page 6 for more details)
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Stop telling God how big your storm is. Instead, tell vour storm how big vour God is,

Thot for a day
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The LINK Update...

Advocacy & Resource Network-
January 2010 Update

"Creating a community where
neighbors share the love of God through service to each
other.”

Bty comemoris

Happy Mew Year! Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted — with your time and energy, talents, and financial re-
sources over the last year in order to assist people facing
tough situations in our community. Did you knows that ap-
proximately 30% of househelds in cur community do not
have adequate income to meet their basic needs?

As we work to meet the mission of The Link, we must make
our own new year's resolutions, or in other words, goals for
the year. Here they are:

1) To increase our vigibility in the community at large.

2) To secure sustainable funding sources for project admini-
stration.

3) To inorease opportunities for neighbors to develop rela-
tionships with each other through service projects and
events.

How can you help?

1) Talk to people you know about our work!

2) Invite us to come and speak to your groups/ clubs/ busi-
nesses.

3) Give- of your time, talent and financial contributions,
Complete a volunteer interest survey today or contact us to
find out about opportunities to help.

What's Hew? Come and visit us at the New London loca-
tion- at this office people have access to household items,
the food shelf, computer with online access, and coming
soon- laundry facilities! In partnership with the food shelf
and the United Way, we are developing mare space in order
to offer more donated goods to people-bedding, baby items,
small appliances, etc. We are also developing a community
meal project to begin this spring.

Contact information:

Michelle Peterson, Director

{320)796-2522 or (320)894-1681

email: flc michelle@tds.net




What Do We Believe...

What Do Missouri Synod Lutherans Believe?

Pastor is planning a class that covers the basics of our
faith. We'll tackle guestions like the ones listed below and
also attempt to answer whatever other specific questions
you have about what we at Living Word believe.

What do we believe about God ?

What do we believe about prayer ?

What are the goals of Living Word?

What do we believe about the Bible ?

What is the purpose of the Church ?

What do we believe about heaven and hell ?

What do we believe about sin and forgiveness?

What do we believe about creation and evalution?
What do we believe about baptism and communion?
What do we believe about eternal life - who will get it
and how?

»  What do we believe about current issues facing Chris-

tians - like abortion and same-sex marriages?

This class also serves as the instruction class for those
interested in discipleship {(membership} here at Living
Word. Please talk to pastor if you have questions about
the class or would like to attend.

The current plan is to hold the class during the Sunday
School hour beginning Jan. 10.
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E-Mail Humor...

Church Lesson

Qe Sunday morming when my son was ahbout five years old,
we were attending church in our community. | was cormmon
for the preacher to imvite the children to the front of the
church and have a small lesson before beginning the ser-
mon. He wouwld brimg in an item they could find around the
house and relste it to a teaching from the Bible.

This particuiar morning, the visua! aid for his lesson was a
smicke gelecior. He asked the children if anyone knew what
it meant when an alarm sounded from the amoke detector.

My child immediately raised his hand and said. " means
Daddy s cooking dinner. "

Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday,

Thot for a day
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Couple’s Study...

Pastor and Violet will host the kick off of the
study on Saturday, January 16 a3t 6:00 p.m. at
their home. Please let them know if you are
planning to attend, so they can order a study
guide for you. Thanks!

The Details: Couples will meet at our home at 6:00 for the
study (and snacks), then we send everyone off on their dates.
It doesnt matter if you've been married & months or 60 years,
you will find this study to be very helpful in strengthening your
marrizge and your cornmitment to each ather.,
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Topics that will be coverad in the study:

« "He Said / She Szid” - appreciating the God-designed dif-
ferences between men and women

« "He First Loved Us” - God's love for you and how it enables
you to love others

« “Love for a Lifetime” - marriage as a lifelong covenant

« "Breaking Free” - freeing yourself from the temptations
that can destroy marriage

« "Forgiveness” - Giving and receiving pardon

« "4 Better Way of Loving” - Unconditional love

Women’s Study...

Wednesday Women's Study Topic
“He Things God Uses te Grow Your Faith™

What would it be fike to have perfedct faith? Find
out in Andy Stanley's dynamic group study! The
six sessions will spark discussion about approach-
ing each day wih unshakable confidence; belief in
God's control; and trust in his purposes. Discover how God
uses practical teaching, relationships, private disciplines, per-
sonal ministry, and pivotal circumstances to grow your faith.
Starting Wednesdays at noon.

Mom’s Study...

9:30 a.m. Wednesday Mornings

"The Ave Love Languages”™
Join us for this popular study that looks at the five
basic ways to say "I love you.” Each of which
speaks to different people.
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Story Behind The Song...

"As With Gladness Men of Old”

January & is Epiphany. That's the celebration of the day the
Magi - wise men - found Jesus. It's the day he was
“revealed” (the meaning of "epiphany™) to the Gentile
world as the true God that He is.

It was on January &, in 1859, while ill in bed that William C.
Dix penned the words to this song that tells the story of the
"Wise Men."” But more than simply re-telling what Matthew
recorded in chapter two of his gospel, Wiliam Dix chal-
lenges uswho sing the hymn to follow their wise example
in our everyday lives right now. The last two verses tell of
that special "day of epiphany” when we get to see with our
own eyes the Savior who was born to take our sins avay.

William Chatterton Dix {1837-1898) was born in Bristol,
England and wvas the son of a Doctor. His career was spent
working for an insurance company in Glasgow, but he had
a life long passion for writing hyrics for hymns and carols.
Perhaps his most famous is the Christmas hymn Héat Child
Iz This,

The music for this song has been set to a tune compesed
by the German musidan Conrad Kocher (1786-1872). Ko-
cher was well travelled and visited Russia and Italy. He es-
tablished the School of Sacred Music at Stuttgart in 1821.

As with giadness men of ald  Did the guiding star behold
A= with joy they hailed its fight Leading ormward, beaming
bright 5o most glorious Lorg may we Evermore be led
fo Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped  To that lowly manger bed
There to bend the knee before  Him Whom Heaven and
earth adore; So may we with willing feet  Ever seek Thy
mercy s2at.

As they offered gifts mast rare At that manger rude and
bara;

So may we with fioly joy, Fure and free from sin’s alloy,
Al our costliest treasures fring, Chvist, to Thee, ow heav-
enly King.

Holy Jesus, every day Keep us in the marrow way;
And, wihen earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed
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A Christmas sign outside a church: "The original Christmas Club "
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spuls at last Where they need no star to guice,  Where
no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heavenly country bright, Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,  Thou its Sun which goes
not down;  There forever may we sing  Afleluias to owr
King?

ow kmimed me wgether m v mother's womb.
1 pranse you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made  Psalms 132:13-14

avhen the sound of your preeting came to my ears, the baby m my womb leaped
for pory. Luke 14144

.fan inic flame the gt of God whach 13 1 you.. for God gave ws a spnt oot of
feax bt of power and love and relf-conmel. Therefore do notbe ashamed of the
testinony about our Lord. but share 1o the suffemg. 2 Tim 1:6-8
Lot s Hand “e Aanel Jq’mxﬂ ?od': 3 Vered amnd weld
!ﬂ-i- s childlaen., jom ws o a bans vicdde To The
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March for Life

Friday, January 22

Bus departs promptly from the Wal-Marts at:
* 7am from Monterideo
* 7:50 from Willmar
* §:20 from Lichfield
Wi wall retien to Monte 22 approsmmately 5 pm.

Eeservations must be made before January 10th at

Paul Lutheran Church @ 320-269
Addinenal Pro-Life informanon
* President Obama's stand on abortion
wrrw youznbe com wach v=aHe OCEALT
* “Roe"” of Roe vs. Wade (she iz now ProLife)
www Jeader Com norme
* The Silent Scream
Anlrasoand vided of ao 11t week abormon
* ProLife.com
A webre dedicsted 1o Pro-Life tomes sod nens
* MCCL
Mimmpsora Cirizens Concemad for Life worwmecl org
* Lutherans for Life
bop etherandiorlife orp
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The 12 Days of Christmas (or New Years) For Couples

Written by Michael Webb,
from Wamen Today Magazine

Simple ideas for putting romance back in your relationship

On the fist D3y of Chistmas... Buy your mate 1 box of their
favorite cereal and lace it wih lots of "prizes.” Throw in some
golf tees, Hershey kisses, toy cars or whatever would bring out
the child in them.

an the second Day of Chastmas.., Take out your 2 engraved
toasting glasses from the dhina cabinet and use them. Remi-
nisce about the day you first sipped from them. If you newver
had any, engrave your own by buying some stencils and etch-
ing paste at a craft store.

O the thind Day of Christmas... Have 3 meals together. You
could go all out with breakfast in bed, a picnic lundh and a can-
dlelit dinner. Better yet, spend less time preparing the meal
and rmore time sharing it together.

On the iburth Day of Chrstmas... Put the pedal to the metal
and 4 on the floor. Take 3 peaceful drive for the day. Go tothe
country, sight see in the ciky or cruise around looking at Christ-
mas lights.

On the fitth Day of Christmas... Fax or deliver a photocopy of
your 5 fingers (plus the rest of your hand) to your love at work.
Tell them you can't wait to be together to hold the real thing.

O the skt Day of Chrstmas... Give her a half dozen of her
favorite flower — one &t 3 time. Leave one on the pillow, one on
her car seat, one at her office, etc.

On the seventh Day of Chrstmas... Count your lucky stars by
gazing into the 7th heaven. If the night is overcast, arrange for
glow-in-the-dark stars on the bedroom ceilling.

On the eighth Day of Christmas,.. Buy an 8 pack of crayons and
together design and color a personalzed coloring book of
happy mernories you have shared.

On the ninth D3y of Cheistmas,.. Dress tothe 9°s and head out
to a swanky resaurant. If 3 full meal would be too much on
the budget, simply go for cockizils or dessert.

On the temth Day of Chastmas... Massage your sweetheart’s
aching shoulders for 10 minutes. Throw in 2 back scratch, a
foot massage and a hair brushing if you are feeling extra gen-
Erous.
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Jesus paid the price. You get to keep the change.
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On the eleverth Day of Chrstmas... Bake him 11 of his favor-
ite cookies (since most recipes make one dozen, these will be
bigger than usual — he won't complain). Stick a wooden
skewer through the side of each cookie and then wrap the
cookie in @ colored plastic wrap. Place them in 2 box or vase
as you would a dozen roses.

O the twelth Day of Christmias... Present your sweetheart
with 3 custom made 12 month calendar for the new year. Use
personal photographs or your own drawings to make &
unigue. Highlight special days for the new year.

MISSING...

We are missing numerous videos of "The Animated Stories
From The Bible"”. They were originally stored ina boxin a
gray cabinet. If you have any information on the location of
these videos, please contact Marcia Welsh.

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

A PROVERB FOR SNOWMEN
The inteligent person restrains his words, and one
who keeps a cool head is a man Of understanding .
Pr 17227 while FROSTY loses his cool head.



