Living Word
Lutheran Church
LCMS

January 2008 Newsletter
“Communicating the Love of Jesus

..put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness!

Worship Hours:
Christian Growth Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Luiheran Chureh

Located on the West of Spicer an Cty Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, Mew London, MM 56273
Phone: 320-796-0742

Website: www livingwordlutheran.net

Question “from”’ Pastor...

January's Question For Pastor column usually has a little “twist.” This
yearis no exception. Instead of a question for pastar, you geta
question from pastaor,

Before we get to the BIG question, a couple little questions to point
you in the right direction: Assuming you got some gifts for Christmas,
could vou tell what they were just by looking at the wrapping on the
outside?

Maybe vou could sometimes - if vou already had an idea what you
were getting. But chances are real good that most of the time you
couldn't guess exactly what gift was waiting behind the wrapping. t's
kind of like the old saving, “You can't tell a book by its cover.” What's
an the outside can really fool you when it comes to people or books or
presents. Did you get fooled by some of the gifts that were on the
inside of some packages? | know that happened a few times at our
house. The gifts that people were expecting - like gift cards - we
wrapped in kig, odd-shaped boxes to keep ‘em guessing.

The pointis, appearances can be deceiving.

That's also true when it comes to the gift God gave us that first
Christmas. Who would have guessed what was really wrapped up in
the fragile flesh of an infant - especially one barn in a cattle stall to a
couple of “unknowns.” The Christmas song “Mary Did You Know® says
it well:

Mary, did you know That your baby boy Would someday walk on
water? (How couldshe?)

Mary did you know That your baby boy Will save our sons and
daughters? (Mow, the angel oid say that the baby would save His
people fram their sins. But the angel said that to Joseph, not Mary -
and we all know how much husbands communicate with their wives.
It's possible Joseph forgot to tell Mary the “save his people from their
sins” part.)

Did you know that your baby boy Has walked where angels trod?
When you Kiss your little baby You've kKissed the face of God,
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Mary did you know That your baby boy Is Lord of all
creation? (Talk about not being able to tell a book by its cover: &
powerless baby - ruler over all creation? Who could've guessed?)

This sleeping child you're holding Is the Great | Am
(Godin the Flesh!)

Did Mary know that God had wrapped all those things up in the
haby that she had wrapped in cloths and placed in a feed trough?
Appearances can definitely be deceiving.

Chances are also good that if you are reading this you do know that
the wvery presence of God was wrapped up in that manger gift.
Chances are you do know that God was baorn... to die... s0 you
could live.. forever.... when you repent of your sin and trust in Him.

But chances are also real good that there's someone you know who
has bheen fooled by the human packaging. Someone you know who
hasn't “urwrapped” that gift in the manger and found that it really
contains the Cne True God. Someone who looks at the packaging
and says, “That's a cute story,” but never bothered to find out who
Jesus really is.  Or there may bhe someone you know who
‘Unwrapped” that gift at one time, but has since put it “on a shelf in
the closet” of their life.

S0, here's my BIG gquestion for each of you:  Who is it that needs
your help “unwrapping” the gift God gave us at Christmas - the gift
of Himself? VWho is it that yvou can pray for each day this year to
discover the gifts God sentwrapped up in His Son 7 Who isin your
life that hasn't gotten to really know Jesus or who has put him “on
the shelf?

For some of you reading this, you may be the one who hasn't yet
unwrapped the baby and found God. For some of vou reading this,
you may be the one who has putthe gifts “on the shelf.” If that's the
case, here are some guestions for vou to ask yourself, “What can |
do to get motivated to attend woarship mare often?” “ls there a Bible
study group | can get invalved in?™ “ls there someone wha can help
me grow and keep me accountable?” “What time will | set aside for
personal Bible reading and prayer?”

For most of you, there is someone else in your life who needs to get
heyond what appears to be a just a cute bahy and find God. Who is
that person® Will you pray for them daily this year? Will you pray
for God to give vou opportunities to share the love of Jesus with
them in practical ways?

God will hless yvour efforts to share the Gift of His Son,
FPastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net



A

From the Folks You Helped Send to the National Youth
Gathering in Orlando Last Summer

From Peter Erickson:

Thanks for providing the help for me to go to the Mational Youth
Gathering. it really helped me see things in a different way -
especially things ahout heaven. It got me involved with a lot
more people who are Christian and helped me to see that
churchis a lot more important than a 1ot of otherthings | do.

From Joe Johnson
Dear friends and family,

Thank you for making it possikle for me to go on the trip to Flar-
ida with my fellow youth members. Thank vou far your pravers
and support. | really benefitted from the trip by getting closerto
my youth group and fellow Christians. | also realized how many
ather Christians there really are. There were 35,000 youth
alone (not to mention adults) who were at the gathering. | also
had a long-term benefit from the trip: it reminded me how im-
portant itis to go to church - always. [ heard a lot about respect
and helping others. God also made some things more clear to
me. Again, thank you far your suppon.

From David Geer

Thank you for the money you gave that helped me go an the
trip to Grlando. One ofthe benefits for me was that it helped me

Happy New Year [And THANK YOUI!) | Page 4
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get closerto God. | want the experience to always helpme re-
member how impartant god is in my life.

From Danielle Skaggs

Thank you for vour support and prayers and maney that made it
possible for all of us to go on that trip. | really benefitted from
aoing on the trip by being akle to learn more about God and be-
ing ahle to share my beliefs with other vouth that went. | want
this experience to make me look deeper inta my faith in God and
make it stronger and purer. Thanks again.

From Becca Dauk

Thank you very much for your support and prayers while my
youth group was in Flarida. Without your helpo it wouldn't have
heen possible. | learned that everyone is chosen by God to do
something very special in their ives. | want this experience to be
a reminder to me of what God wants me to dao for him in my life.

From Allan Fuglie

I'd like to take the time to thank you for making possible my trip
fo the Mational Youth Gathering this summer. It was very moving
and got me more deeply invalved with other Christians. This ex-
perience is helping me change my habits, slowly but surely, for
the better.

From Anthony Dauk

Thank you for supporting me and my youth group when we at-
tended the Mational Youth Gathering. Without you my experi-
ences would not have been possible. The gathering was great
and was very heneficial in that it gave me a new perspective an
life. | hope thatwhat | experienced there will help me make
good dedsions in my future. Thanks.

Thank you again, and God kless vou all for vour generosity and
prayers!

Fastor Dave, Fam Johnson and Bryson Wachter (adult leaders)

How have you seen God at work in Living Word in 20077

Faorour Charter Sunday (January 20) we will put together a list all
afthe ways and people you've seen God wark through this past
yvear at Living Word. Flease email your answers to Scott at
c.wachter@charter.net (Or justwrite them out and give them to
Scott)




A Minufe For Parenis...

Set an example by giving an “ After-C hristmas" Gift that
keeps on giving.
(The same one God gave us at Christmas)

By now same of the Christmas presents you gave your kKids have
hecome broken. Others have been forgotten. Hopefully some are
still in use. Butthe start of 2 new year would be a greattime to
resolve to give yaur children the present they really want most -
Your presence.

His presence is the present God gave us at Christmas. It's the
one he has promised to give us until the end of time “And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Mt. 28:20

Of all the things my parents did to show their love, the things that
stick inmy mind most are the times they made aspedal effort to
just“he there.” Chance are the same can he said for you. And
chances are that is what vour kids will rermember too.

How can you spend more time with vour children - collectively
and individually? After schaol? In the evening? On the week-
ends?

Maybe read them a story instead of reading the newspaper. Play
a game with them instead of watching TV. Flan a special project
that you can work on together. Have a “Date Your Kid™ night once
aweelk. Set aside one night as “Family night.” Get their input an
what they would like to do on those days. 3it down with them and
plan what you will do then put it on the calendar.

‘Being there” isn't limited to the kids that still live under your roof.
When could you “ke there” for your kids that are away at college?
When could vou “he there” far those children that live an their
own?

Follow Jesus' example and give the gift of your presence.
It says “l love you" like nothing else.
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THANK YO o the Marie Sandvik Center

| took all of your donations - the backseat and trunk of my car were
stuffed full - to the Marie Sandvik Center in Minneapolis on Friday,
December 14. They were 50 glad to get all the wann clothes and
thanked me over and over! They were very much in need of the
boots, too. God will kless you for your love and care of His needy
children, young and old.

Lu Kiehm
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€o That The World May Know...
We Have Land (Officially) !

On Friday, December 28, we
made our final payment and
closed on the 7.35 acres that
will serve as the future home for
Living Ward Lutheran Church.

In case you haven't checked it
aut, the land is just to the north
of the Mew London Township
Hall on County Road 9 between
Mew Landan and Spicer.

Fraise God for providing this for us |

Worship Time Reminder

Beginning Sunday, January 6 .. .Our Year-Round Warship
Schedule will be:

845  Christian Growth Hour (Sunday SchooliAdult Forum)
10:00 Warship

January 6: A Very Speecial Day

During our first 10:00 a.m. worship we will be dedicating (and get-
ting lots of use from) our new Lutheran Service Book hymnals
that have been donated by Zion Lutheran in Browns Yalley.

Susan Johnson will accompany us on organ for this special day
{and gach 1% and 3™ Sunday of the month after that).

One of our goals in combining the two worship services was to
create a greater feeling of family and fellowship. With that in mind
we will celebrate with a special Epiphany (Gentile Christmas) pot-
luck following worship on January 6.

Cunday Morning Coffee

Beginning in January we will put out a freewill of-
fering container at after-service coffee time. Your
freewill offerings will be used to purchase coffee
when we run out. This will help us share the cost
of providing the coffee for our fellowship time.







