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“Communicating the Love of Jesus”

Traditional Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Christian Growth Hour: 9:15 a.m.

Contemporary Worship: 10:30 a.m.



Living Word Luitheran Chureh

Questions for Pastor...

| don't really need to pay attention to the Old Testament now

that Jesus has come - do1? And besides, the God of the Old
Testament is a God of wrath and in the New Testament He's a
God of mercy...

The short answer to that question (which actually comes up quite
often) is: WRONG ! Of course, a one-word answer probably needs

to be fleshed out a bit more: Wrong, wrong, wrong, wrong, wrong!
Ok. Mow that yvou have the idea, (wrong!} here's why

For starters. if we disregard the Old Testament, we give the
impression that Jesus began a new religion. That would put Jesus
in the same category as guys like Mohammed (Islam) and Joseph
Smith {Mormanism). (Another idea that | hear a lot - mosthy from
the secular media - is that Jesus founded Christianty as a new
religion 2000 years ago.)

Mothing could be further from the truth. Jesus did not start a new
religion. He simply came as fulfillment of the promises in the “old”
religion described in the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). In
fact, at the beginning of His ministry He dispelled amy such
misconceptions by saying,

"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
(@ comman way of referring to the Old Testament Scriptures) |
have not come to abolish them but fo fulfill them. [18] | tell you the
fruth, until heaven and earth disappear, nof the smallest leffer, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished.  Matthew 5:17-19

Jesus flat out tells us not to ignore the Old Testament Scriptures!

If we ignore the Old Testament we miss so many things God has
revealed to us: For example, It is in the Old Testament (e.g
Genesis 1-2, Job 38-40 and Psalm 139} that we have spelled out in

no uncertain tems that God created all that exists - and He
didn't do it through the process of evalution.

What about the wrath/mercy thing? It is true that in the Old
Testament we see examples of God's wrath hecause of
unrepentant disohedience on the part of His people. But we also
see countless examples of that in the MNew Testament too
Check out Matthew 26:41-45. Acts 5:1-11, Romans 1:18-33 and
Rev. 21:8 for just a few of those examples. (People who say the
MT shows only a God of mercy have apparently never read the
Mew Testament)

It is also true that in the MNew Testament we see abundant
evidence of the mercy of God. But we also see countless
examples of that in the Old Testament. {Checkout Nehemiah
9:17-31 for a great summary)

If we say that the God of the Old Testament is different from the
one in the Mew Testament we are giving one of two very wrong
impressions:

Either 1) There are two gods (And iftwo, why not more?)

Or 2} God changes his character (If that's the case, how can
wou trust Him?)

If we ignore the Old Testament we will have a hard time making
sense of much of the Mew Testament For example, the last
book of the MNew Testament, Revelation, is literally filled with
symholism that comes from the Old Testament Scriptures.
There are many events (and people) in the Old Testament that
point ahead to what Jesus would do and be Reading the Old
Testament gives us a much greater understanding of who
Jesus really is and what He came to do.

The Jews for Jesus organization has been a great example for
me of how heing grounded in the Old Testament Scriptures
helps in understanding the New Testament. The Jews for Jesus
is a group of Jewish Christians dedicated to sharing the Good
Mews with fellow Jews. They are well-grounded in Old
Testament teachings and traditions. One comment | find myself
making after reading their monthly newsletter “They really get tI"
i.e. Their Old Testament background helps them understand
Jesus so much better.

On April 2, a Jews for Jesus representative is gaing to be at
Living Word to help us understand the MNew Testament
significance of the major event in the Old Testament The



for that special evening. You'll find out how the Old Testament
greatly deepens our understanding of Jesus.

Ta sum up: Why would we want to ignore something that
helps us come to a greater understanding of God, creation
and humanity. Why would we want to ignore something that
helps us better understand Jesus and what He came to da?
Wy would we want to ignore something that Jesus and the
Mew Testament writers quoted and referred to countless
times? We wouldn't!

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
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The Holy Alphabet

Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain

Continue in thanksgiving

Do not beginto blame

Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able

Hold on to what you know

Imagine life without His love

Joy would cease to be

Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee

Moaove out of "Camp Complaining”
No weapon that is known

On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone

Cuit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand

Start every day with worship

To “thank" is a command

Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky

We'l run the race with gratitude
Xalting God most high

Yes, thergll be good times and yes some will be bad, but..
Zian waits in glory.._where none are ever sad!
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February MMT Meeting...

Summary of MMT Meeting February 22, 2007

Special guest from MM MNorth District was Pastor Dave
Strashein, Mission and Ministry Faciltator. Pastor Stroshein is
leading us through our Captal Campaign Fundraiser “So That
The Waorld May Know.” Dates to remember for Capital
Campaign:

* March 18 Congregational Brunch
* April 15

Treasurer's report was accepted as read.. Subsidy from
District for 2007 is 510,000

* Sunday School attendance has been very low since
Christmas, maybe due to illness and other commitments.
Would like the kids to sing around Easter. Also laoking for
leadership for VBS June 167, The starter kit has bheen

ordered from Concordia. The theme is "Quest for Truth.”
QOld Fashioned Sunday School Picnic will be May 22
* Progressive Supper had a good turnout with 28 people.

Celebration Dinner

* Pam is looking at different fundraisers for the youth who will
be attending the Mational Youth Gathering this summer. The
date is still pending for the Slave Auction and also doing a
Pictorial Directony.

* Pastor will begin “The Metwork™ Bible Study during the day
starting March 7.

* “Jews for Jesus™ will be here Monday April 2™

* Pastor's Circuit Conference will be held at Living YWord
March &7

« Baptism of Levi Frederick Daniel Miller was January 28,
2007

»  *Current Membership: Baptized Members: 194
Communicate Members: 129

Directory Portraits on March 24-27

This will also serve as one of our Youth Fund raisers. Watch
for more details!




Opporfunities to “Share the Love of
Jesus in Practical ways”...

Join our Prayer Force

One of the most practical ways you can share the love of
Jesus is by praying for people in need. That's what people on
our “Prayer Force” do. The "Prayer Force” is an e-mail prayer
chain. You simply receive requests via email. then take those
requests to the Lord in prayer.

Phone or e-mail Pastor David to sign up: dvdauk@mail tds.net

Welcome New People

Keep your eyes open for people who have just bought or
rented a home (or apartment) inyour area. As soon as
possible, notify our Visit Coordinator, Violet Dauk (220-0344)
She will notify our cookie bakers and move-in visitors to go
make a “welcome” visit.

We also need maore:
Cookie Bakers & Move-in Visitors

Please call Violet if vou can help with etther of these. Of
course, dont forget to take your own batch of cookies (or
whatever} to the new folks to welcome them to your
neighborhood too.

Help with our “All Stars for Jesus” Program

COur YWednesday evening program far 4-6th graders still needs
1} A meal coordinator to schedule meal providers

2) an adult group leader for Bible stories & memory work

3) an activity leader for games and crafts

Please talk to Pastor David if vou can help. Thanks!

Be a Meal-Maker ...

The only requirement is ability to cook a meal {or go out and
buy one). One of our most successful ways of sharing the love
of Jesus is by bringing a meal to someone going through a
tough time.

If you could take aturn making and delivering a meal once in
awhile, please talk to Meal” coordinator Jack Kuppich or
FPastor David. And please remember to tell Jack or Pastor
David when you know of someone whose going through a
tough time and could use a meal. Thanks!
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Coming Soon...
NETWORK OVER LUNCH

We've had numerous requests for a Mefwork spiritual gifts study
over the lunch hour. So, beginning Wednesday, March 14 at

noon Pastor David will begin a new study

Please talk to Pastor David today if you'd like to attend. He will be
ordering books for the study and needs to know how many to or-
der.

(Metwork is a B-week program. It is important to attend each ses-
sion, since each week builds on what was covered the previous

week. )

Coming Soon to the Sunday Morning Adult Forum:
History of Christianity

Evenything in the present makes so much more sense when you
understand the things that happened in the past.

Beginning Sunday, March 18

Part 1: The Eardy Church: Follow the Early Church as it sepa-
rates from Judaism to survive horrendous persecution and he-
comes established in the Roman warld.

Part 2: The Church in the Middle Ages: during this period,
universities, monasteries, and museums were established. The
Church also joined in influencing socisty - but not without difficul-
ties.

Part 3: The Reformation Era: Cries of "Reform!” were heard all
over Europe. The Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century
was acall for renewal in the church and in the lives of individuals.

Part 4: The Age of Reason and Piety: The Christian world ex-
perienced a major shift from and “age of faith™ to an “age of rea-

son.” A shift that is still very visible today.

Part 5: Christianity in the NewWorld: Americawas a land of
new beginnings. This period includes the study of great traditions
such as Puritans and Quakers

Part 6: Christian Movement in and Age of Uncertainty: From
the fall of the Bastille in 1789 to the fall of the BerlinVWall in 1989,

study Christianity in this age of uncertainty.



Welcome New Members...

On January 14 we received into membership. .

Gwen and Gary Anfinson

Randy & Bobhi Berghorst, Brandon and Zoey
Linda Dilley

Marion Dilley

Lurene Kiehm

Jason Olsan

Alex Rustad and Davis

Stacy Sawatzky

We continue introducing our new members to you with short
biagraphies and pictures in this newsletters. .

Welcome to...
Lurene Kiehm - "Lu"

| was barn near Elmaore, |
MM and baptized at
Trinity Lutheran in El-
mare. When | was 10
we moved to a farm in
northeast of Blue Earth,
near Delavan. | was
confirmed at 5t. Paul's
Lutheran in Blue Earth. | |
grew up and lived in the |
Delavan area until 1977
We farmed. managed
and operated a fertilizer and chemical husmesa and aerial crop
spraying service.

In 1977 | went to Stillwater where | belonged to Risen Christ
Lutheran and was very active in “Care and Concern.” | was on
the Board of Directors; fill-in secretary; then took over the of-
fice posttion until they found a ‘computer literate”™ replacement!
Iy sister and | organized a quiting group. We made quilts for
the homeless and athers in need. They were distributed by the
Marie Sandvik center in Minneapolis along with used clothing
and household tems contributed by congregational members
and their friends.

My sister moved to Arizona to live by her son who had retired
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there. My family helped make the decision that [ would come
to Mew London ta live by my daughter. That was August
2006 and | soon found Living Woard where the teaching is
truly Bible based. “in &l thy ways acknowledge Him and He
shall direct they paths."

| have four children and nine grandchildren. My hushand is
deceased. | am anxious for spring to come, so |l can garden.
In the meantime | do sewing. quiling, reading, crafts. stc._ |
enjoy baking and cooking when | visit my kids_ | have trav-
eled all over the U5, and Canada and to Alaska delivering
Winnebago motor homes from the factory to dealers. | made
a trip to BEurope touring Gemnany, Austria and Switzerland
and hope to have the opportunity to do more traveling.

“God grant me the courage to accept the things | cant
change. Courage to change the things | can. and the wis-
dom to know the difference”

Internet Safety Presentation (for parents)

Tuesday, March 6, 2007
6:30- 8:00 p.m. ML-5 High Schoal

Learn about places like "My Space” and “Facebook.” Learn
how to set Preferences and filter out specific stes. What pro-
grams are available to stop your children from getting onto
explicit web-sites, as well as how to determine what web-
sites your children have been on.

Confirmation & All Stars Parents:

Meal Makers... are needed for our March and April suppers.
Sign up in the fellowship area. Thanks!

Have You Seen Our Sign 7

Head out County Road 8 between MNew London and Spicer and
check out the new “Future Home of Living Word” sign. Thanks
to Jamie iverson for designing and producing the sign.

Still to come: 4'x 8" lefterboard under the sign for changeable
Messages.




March

Living WordLutheranChurch - Calendarof Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Mar & 3 6 7 8 9 10
£:00 Traditional Worship/LS 8:30 NOON Bible Study 6:00 Meal
$:15 Growing in Christ Hour Circuit Pastor @
Sunday School Conference @ Geneva Olson's 5:20 Confirmation
Network Study #5 Living Word 6:30 Confirmation Parents
10:20 Contemporary Worship/'LS 6:20 Al Stars 4 Jesus
11:45 Fellowship
Outreach Teammtg 7:30 LENTEN Worship
1 12 13 14 15 16
8:00 Traditional Worship NOON Bible Study Noon NETWORK Study | 6:30
2:15 Growing in Christ Hour @ So The World My Know
Sunday School Geneva Olson's 6:00 Meal Leadership & inital Gifts
Network Study #6 Dinner
10:20 Contermporary Worship 6:30 Confirmation
11:45 Felowship 6:30 All Stars 4 Jesus
7:30 LENTEN Worship
18 19 2 21 22 23 24
8:00 Traditional WorshipLS NOON Bible Study Noon NETWORK Study
915 Growing in Christ Hour @
S.S. / Adut Forum Geneva Olson's 6:00 Meal 7:00 Mission & Ministry
10:20 Contemporary Worship/LS Team DIRECTORY PICTURES
6:30 Confimnation y
11:45 So The Worid VBy Know 6:30 All Stars 4 Jesus (Youth Fund Raiser)
Congregation Dinner
7:00 Destination Vision / 7:30 LENTEN Worship
Youth Worship & Study
25 /4 28 29 k)
8.00 Traditional Worship NOON Bible Study Noon NETWORK Study
215 Growing in Christ Hour @
S.S/ Adult Forum Geneva Olson's 6:00 Meal
10:30 ry Worship
11:45 Fellowship 6:30 Confirmation
6:30 All Stars 4 Jesus
7:30 LENTEN Worship
Apri1 Pam Sunday Apri 2 April 3 Apri 4 April 5 April 6 GOOD April 7
MAUNDY THURSDAY FRDAY
800 Traditional WorshipLS 5:30 Passover Meal
915 Growing in Christ Hour
S.S./Adult Forum 6:30 Jews for Jesus 7:30 Worship wf Noon Worship
10:30 Contemporary WorshipLS | presenis Lord's Supper
‘Christin the 720 Worship







