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Question for Pastor...

“Hey Pastor. | just have a question far you: What is your
favorite Bible verse - or favorite(s)?” —

I've been mentioning insemons a lot lately that there are no . {
coincCidences with God (like it was no coincidence that

Simeon came into the temple at the exad same time Mary and Joseph
brought Jesws into presentHim to the Lord - Luke 2:22-32).

The above guestion was no coinddence. |t came from one of our
Confirmation students at the exact same time as |'was pondering
guestions to answer this month.

My answer: “| have a bunch of them, depending on the situation. But
there are two that come tomind right off the top of my head today: lohn
16:33 and Proverbs 3:5-&"

I'll write them out, so you don't have to go lock them up.

"l have told you these things, so thatin me youmay have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”
Jesus to His disdples inJohn 16:33

At Christrnas we hear a lot about one of Jesus’ titles: "Prince of Peace.”
There trulyis a peace that @n only come from knowing Jesus is God and
came tomake peace between ws sinful humans and a sinless God - and
had to die to accomplish that! A peace that comes from knowing that,
because He became human, He truly understands the “troubles” we go
through! And a peace that comes from knowing that, becawse He is God,
He doesn't just understand the troubles we go through- He has the
power toget s through the troubles!

| canguarantes one thing about the coming year: you will have trouble.
But aneven greater guarantee: Jesus has the power to get you through
it!

“Trust inthe Lordwith all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your
paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6

In other words, Trust that God knows the right thing to do- always!
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He sees things you @n't and won't ever see. He knows things you
don't know and may not ever know. He is not distracted by ... well,
anything! And don't forget: He's God - and you're not! He created
everything (not you!) andso, HE knows how He designed it towork
best. 5o, trust God, not your own ideas of how you want things togo.

A long time ago | put this verse into one of those nifty (or goofy,
depending on your perspedive) acronyms: FYGNYF |pronounced: FIG-
nif): “Follow Your God Not Your Feelings.”

If we ask God's help to remember to put Proverbs 3:56 into practice
each day this year, our 2020 “paths” will end up being straight instead
of crooked.

Thanks for Asking,
Pastor David

Send your questions to pastor@ lvingwordlutheran.net

Who Can You Invite?...

* Whist Night @ Pastor & Violet's (Friday, January 10)
*  Sunday School Bowling Outing  (Sunday, January 12)
+ MexicanFiesta Dinner (Saturday, January 25 4:30-7:00)

And Coming in February: Friendship Sunday (February 16)
Includes Fishfry brunch after worship and
Bingo after themeal.

Pray about it. Ask God to give you the words and opportunity. Then
just do it Ask them to come withyou. Offer to pick them up. (Andif
they don't take you up on your invitation,, keep praying for them and
for ancther opportunity toinvite.)

Many Thanks To...
..2veryone who brought Poinsettias!
..everyone who remembered us with cards and gifts this Christmas!
Your support and partnership in the Gospel is truly a great blessing!
Pastor David & Violet
..My Church Family for the gift card yougave me for doing the re-
stroom cleaning! | appreciate it so much!
Laurie Hanson
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Simple Ways to Give Your Life A Spiritual Lift...
Resolve {again) to feed on God's Word daily this year.

“Da not conform any longer ro the pattern of thiz world but be trans-
formed By the ranewing af vour nrind.”

God renewsour mind through what we putinto it. Acouple of things are
true regarding what we put into our minds:

1} You tend to believe what you hear most often.
2} What you put into your mind is what comeas out in your life.

It just makes =nse that life goes betizr when we put the things of God
into our minds daily.

Once =gain, daily Bible readings will be printed in each Mewslet=rto help
you getinto God's Diary. God's Word is more than just a reference book
to keep on the shelf until you need to find out something. God calls his
Word “Living and Active ” That means there is power in the Word.

God's Word:

Generates life Creates faith Heds hurts
Produces change Owverpowers the devil Infu=s hope
Cau=s mirades Owvercomes adversty Forgwes sns

Buildscharacter
Transforms circumstances

Defeats temptation|m parts joy
Relea=s power Guaranteesour future forever

Some results God promises from reading  You wil . ..

be able to live a life worthy of the Lord

please God

bear fruit like: love, joy, peace, patience, self-control, faithfulness
erow in your faith - your trust in God will be strengthened

into God's power for life - physical as well as spiritual
gainendurance for getting through life

gaina thankful attitude as you are reminded of all God has done
for you

grow in your love - for God and the people inyour life

*  be ableto tell whatis good and right

* be completely equipped for every good work.

Be it resolved that. ...
1) Mazke the commitmenttoday:
"l commit to feeding my Spirit with God'sword daily” Signed
2} Pickthe time that will workbest for you:

"l will =t asdetimeat__ ;.  each dayto spend with God.”
3} S=tvyour Bible in 2 place whers you literally will trip over it every day:
“I’ll put my Bible v

4| PRAY. Ask Godto help you resist Satan's temptations toquit.
"Lord, | know 5atan will tempt me by

Plez= help me to stand firm and resst his lies.”
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I am not as good as I should be. T am not as good as I could be. But thank

God I'm better than [ used to be!

Thet for a day
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Get to Know Our Newest Members...

Jim & MaomiStinson

We live inSpicer, having moved there from
Wayzata, MN in 2004. We have two children
David and wife Bridzet in Bemidi. (They have
two children Madelyn and Michael). Tracy and
husband Corey in Victoria. (They have thres
children Alex, Nicholas and Cooper)

MNaomi.

| was bornin Glencoe, Mn, and grew up ona dairy fam in Brownton
N,

Career: | retired from General Mills in 2004 after working there 28
vears. My last 2 years were ina volunteer capadty, which | did in Min-
netonka, Florda, and inWillmar,

STIRLON, Jom & Haomi

Hobbies/Things | do for fun: | enjoy spending time with the family, gar-
dening, reading, fishing, playing games, and walking with my friends.

A Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 23 is a favorite of mine, itis a very
comforting Psalm. ktwas also my Mom's favorite.

What God used toattract you to Living Word: We just dedded to visit
Living Word one Sunday. | was mised inthe Missouri Synod andwe go
to a church inArizona that is Missouri Synod, but have gone to ELCA
churches for a while. We enjoyed our first visit, the pastor, his words,
the people and fellowship, everyone working together, just feltlike
home.

Fum Fact About Me: My fun factis that | have found the best food-
Stromboli from Pennsylvania to Arizona at Coops Corner and enjoyit.
Jim

| was bornin Minneapdis. | grew up on a farm in Maple Grove, WM.
Career: | spent 2 years in the amy after graduation. | retired from Gen-
eral Mills in 2002, after working there for 34 years.

Hobbies/Things | do forfun: | am enjoying my retirement and keep
busy fishing, fiying my RC plane, traveling and spending time with fami-
Iy and friends.

& Favorite Bible Passage: My favorite Bible passage is John 3:16-21. |t
shows God's love for us.

What God used toattract you to Living Word: Pastor's messages, and
the fellowshipis why | enjoy coming to Living Word.

Fum Fact About Me: Naomi thinks | am an animal whisperer. | get chip-
munks to eat out of my hand, and like the possums, and deer that eat
out of my many bird feeders



Email Inspiration...

MO ROOM IN THE INN, except...

Wally was nine years old and in the second grade, though he should
have been inthe fourth. He was big and clumsy, slow in movement
and mind, but well liked by the other childrenin class, all of whom
were smaller than he. At time the boys dd have trouble hiding their
irritation when the uncoordinated Wallywould ask to play ball with
them. He would stand by - not sulking, but hoping - always a helpful
boy, willing and smiling, the natural protector of any child he felt was
being mistreated.

As Christmas time approached, plans were made for the annual school
pageant. Children were being assigned their pars - angels, shepherds,
wise men, Mary, Joseph. Wally stood by expectantly - then suddenly
his joy knew no bounds, for he heard the teacher say, "Wally, |want
you to be the Innkeeper." (Not many lines to learn, she reasoned - and
his size would make his refusal of lodging toJoseph even more force-
ful.) Little did that teacher dream the lesson that such a tenderhearted
boy would teach toall who would attend that program!

Then came rehearsals - the shepherd s@ffs and manger, beards,
crowns, halos, and a stage full of sgueaky voices. Most @ughtup in
the magic of the night was Wally. He would stand inthe wings, watch
the performance with fascination; his teacher had to make sure he did
not wander on stage before his cue.

Came the long awaited night and Wally stood, holding a lantern, by
the door of the Inn, watching as the childrenwho portrayed Mary and
Joseph came near him. "What do youwantr" Wallyasked witha
brusque gesture

"Weseeklodging."
"Seekit elsewhere- the innis fled.”

"Sir, we have asked everywhere in vain. We have traveled far andare
very weany."

"Thereis no room inthis innfor you." Wally locked properly stern.

"Please, good Innkeeper, this is mywife. She is heawvy with child and
needs a place to rest. Surely you must have some small corner for her.
She is 5o tired.”

Mow, for the first time, the Innkeeper relaxed his stiff sance and
locked down at Mary. With that thers was a long pause- the audience
became a bit tense.
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Thet for a day: Remember, you can't have everything. YWhere would you keep it?
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"Mol Begone!l" the prompter whispered from the wings.
"Mol Begone!" Wally repeated automatially.

Joseph sadly placed his arms around Mary, and Mary laid her head
upon her husband's shoulder, and the two of them started to move
away. The Innkeeper did not return inside his [nn, however. Wally
stood there inthe doorway, watching the forlorn couple. His mouth
was open, his brow creased with concern, his eyes filling unmistakably
with =ars.

And suddenly - this Christmas pageant became different from all oth-
ers.

"Don't go, Joseph”, Wally called out. "Bring Mary back.” And Wally's
facegrew intoa bright smile. "Youcan have my roomi1”

A burst of laughter - then silence - then tears flowed freely as the
message @me through tothe listeners. Wally, the boy considered
"slow", had made room for Jesws. He could not turn Mary and Joseph
away- God's only begotten Sonwould be welcomed by him! His ten-
der heart had made room for the Savior.

Christmas is over for ancther year,
but it's not too late to folow Wally's example!

Congregational Outreach News....

BINGD!

February 16 after our annual Friendship Sunday
Meal

Marcia is collecting prizes. I you have any you
could donate, please talk to her. Thanks!

GREEM LAKE CRUISE -
*  Sunday, June 14 @ 2200 pm.
We will have the entire boat
{as long as we get 25 people)
#  Reserve your seat for 520 by Jan 13,

STINGERS" GAME & PICNIC
* Sunday, AuglEt S
*  Picnic begins at 12:05 (Game @ 1:05)
*#  |ncledes:

+ Reserved-Seat Game Ticket

+ Allyou-can-eat Ballpark Buffet
Cost: 521.58  (Signup at Church or call Marda Welsh 320-796-6840)



https://northwoodsleague.com/willmar-stingers/
https://www.greenlakecruises.com/

Opportunities for Growth...

THAT THE

WORLD
MAY KNOW.

“The Holy Land”™ Sunday mornings @ 9:00
Filmed onsite inthe Holy Land. Lessons from

God's Word on living as a Christian in the midst
of a non-Christian sodety.”

Please joinus for coffee, goodies and study!
MEET FOR PRAYER - WEDMESDAYS & 6 p.m. at church
A spedal invitation to everyone to meet weekly in prayer Wednesdays

at & pm. (The Women's Evening Bible Studywill folow Prayer Time
from 6:30-7:30) l

PRAY

Prayer is a foundational part of our spiritual life
both personallyand as a congregation.

Praying together has power against evil in our
family's lives, our church, and our community.
We would love to have you join us.

Ephesigns 6:12; 18

12 “Forour struggle s not aganst flesh and blood, but oganst the
rulers, against the authorities, agairst the powers of this dark world
and against the spintual forces of evil in the heavenly reaims.”

18 “And pray in the Spirtt on @l oocasions with oll kinds of proyers and
requests. With this in mind, be qlert and always keep on praying for abf
the Lord’s people.”

Wednesday Evening Women's Study:;
Discerning: Good from Evil, Right from Wrong, Truth from Lies
Starts January 8...
The study stars at 6:30 p.m. (right after Prayer Time at &:00) and con-
Cludes by the time Confirmation dass is owver at 7:30.
Please spread the word and bring a friend!

NEW Monthly Moming Women's Study:

will be starting Wednesday, January 8that 10:00 AM. We will be
studying “Women of the Bible.” Bring your Bibles and joininat
church. A lightt lunchwill follow. For more guestions see Leone.

Men's Group Study—Tuesdays (@ 6:30

NEW .. “The Great Deceiver”

Though popular culture may paint the devil as
a buffoon-ike character ina red jumpsuit, as
needing our sympathy, or as having “zone
down to Georgia,” those depictions make light
of his sinister and diaboli@al nature. His ap-
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I assume full respaonsibility for my actions, except the ones that are someone
else's fault.

Thot for a day:
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‘FI{":

proach is straightforward; his cbjedive is final: Separate every man,
woman and child from God - forever | Intothis sick and twisted plam,
God threw the Uimate wrench: Jesus!

Tuesday Evenings inJanuary @ 6:30 We'll spend some time getting to
know our Greatest Enemy - his tactics ... and the weapons God pro-
vides to defeat him! Who @n you invite to joinyour

Confirmation Class
+ Wednesdays @ 600 p.m.

=+ Parents check the “Parent Helper” schedule for your dates toserve

Confirmalion

A Minute for Parents...

Setan example by giving an “After-Christmas” Gift that keeps ongiving.
[The same one God gave us at Christmas)

By now some of the Christmas presents you gave your kids have be
come broken. Others have beenforgotten. Hopefully some are still in
use. But the start of a new year would be a great time to resolve to
give your children the present they really want most- your presence.

His presence is the present God gave us at Christmas. It's the one he
has promised to give us until the end of time “And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” M. 28:20

Of all the things my parents did to show their love, the things that stick
im my mind most are the times they made a special effort to just “be
there.” Chances are the same @n be said foryou. And chances are that
is what your kids will remember too.

How can you spend more time with your children - colledively and
individually? After school? In the evening? On the weskends?

Maybe read them a story instead of reading the newspaper. Paya
game with them instead of watching TV. Plana special project that you
can work on together. Have a “Date Your Kid” night once a week. Set
aside one night as “Family night.” Gettheirinput onwhat they would
like to do on those days. Sit down with them and planwhat youwill do
then put it onthe calendar.

"Being there” isn't limited tothe kids that stll live under your roof.
When could you “be there” for your kids that are away at college?

When could you “be there” for those childrenthat live ontheir ownr

Follow Jesus' example and give the gift of your presence.
It says “I love you”" like nothing else



January 2020 - Daily Readings Jn21 Mathew 135356

January begins with Epiphany - the celebration ofthe coming of the Wise Men. We'l read whal Jan 22 Matthew 24:42-51
he Bible says about WISDOM - whal # i5, who has it how 1o get it, howto put it into practice,

Jan 23 Matthew 25:1-13

Wikofdan5 Daly Readngs ‘Words about WISDOMin the Old Testament

Jan 24 Mark 12:28-34

Jan6 Deuteronomy 4.1-8

Jan 3 Luke 240-52

dan7 1Kings 3.514

Jan8 Job3zia Wk of Jan 26 Daily Readings Words about WISDOM in the New Testament

Jan @ Daniel 21423 Jan 27 Acts B1-4

Jan 10 Daniel 123 Jan 23 Romans 11:33-36

Jan 3 1 Corinthians 1:17-31

Jan11 Hosea 14:1-3.9

Jan 30 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

Week of Jan 12 Caiy Readngs  Words about WISDOM in the Psaims Jan31 1 Coninthias 12411

Jan 13 Psam21-6 1012

Feb1 2 Peter 31418

Jan 14 Psam12:7-11

W of Feb 2 Daly Readngs Words about WISDOM in the New Testament
Jan 15 Psam 3614

Feb3 Ephesians 117-18

Jan 16 Psam 11110

Feb4 Ephesians 37-13

Jan 17 Psadm 119:97-100

Febs Colossians 1:9-12

Jan18 Psam 104:1-24

Feb & Colossians 3:12-17

Wi of Jan 19 Dally Readings  Words about WISDOM in the Gospels Fen7 James 1538

Jan 20 Matthew7:24-27 Feb8 James313-18




January 2020 - Living Word Lutheran - Calendar of Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
5 & 7 8 ] 10 11
10:00 NEW MONT HLY
.00 - ADULT STUDY - The Holy Land WOMEN'S STUDY (s %
_SUNDAY SCHOOL : h!uh S
600 - CONFIRMATION WV
10:00 - WORSHIP wilord's Supper 5:30 ELDERS' TEAM 7:00 WHIST
11:15 Fellowship §:00 - PRAYER & NIGHT @
530 MEN'S STUDY 530 - NEW WOMEN'S Pactor &
11:30 MEXICAN DINNER PLANNING STUDY: Désceming Violet's
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Mission
9:00 - ADULT STUDY -The Holy Land o,
- SUNDAY SCHOOL Menistry
10:00 WORSHIP 6:00 - CONFIRMATION | 520 ELDERS' TEAM
30 MEN'S STUDY
1115 Fellowship 5:00 - PRAYER & 5:30 MISSION &
) 6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY MINISTRY TEAM
MNOON SUNDAY SCHOOL BOWLING
19  SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDA 20 2 22 23 24 25
900 - ADULT STUDY - The Holy Lang
. SUNDAY SCHOOL 4 £:00 - CONFIRMATION
‘f i 4:00-7:00
1000 WORSHIP wiLord's Supper 6.00 - PRAYER & MEXICAN
530 MEN'S STUDY 6:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY FIESTA
1115 Fellowship : i DINNER
11:45 -CHOIR PRACTICE 7:00 - LWML Planning Novcican Fioete Dinner oo
26 2 2 »
900 - ADULT STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:00 - 5-6th PARENTS
10:00 - WORSHIP 30 MEN'S STUDY First-Communion Mig
11:15 . Fellowship 6:00 - PRAYER &
11:45 -CHOIR PRACTICE £:30 - WOMEN'S STUDY
Feb2 3 4 Thank You from the Jastrams..

9:00 - ADULT STUDY - The Holy Land
- SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:00 WORSHIP wiLord s Suppar
11:15 - Fellowship

630 MEN'S STUDY

5
1000 MONTHLY
WOMEN'S STUDY

65:00 - CONFIRMATION

6:00 - PRAYER &
630 - WOMEN'S STUDY

We are so happyto have you as partof our mission-

ary team. Your support for LOVE misson work in Asa

means alot to us. Dan & Joanlastram
Read the |ates newsst=rat:

hittp:/ tinyurl.com fysooccrbx



mailto:newsletter@livingwordlutheran.net
http://tinyurl.com/yxxxcr6x
https://www.lutheransforlife.org/event/1415328-2020-01-19-life-sunday-national-sanctity-of-human-life-day-2020/

Upcoming Schedules...

Fellowship Servers
Jan5  Linda Vanheter & Tammy Fuglie
Jan 12  Knutsons

Jan 1% Wendy Robbin / &lida Sawatzky / Mary Lee Moore

Jan 26 TammyWachter / Sarah Miller

Feb2 Mona Hjelle [ Elaine Abraham
Feb9 Wiolet Dauk [ Laurel lverson
Feb 16 Friendship Brunch

Feb 23 Bonnie Hansen

Usher Schedule

Jan5  Brent & Lance Sawatzky
Jan12 lason & MNoah/Levi Miller
Jan 19 Wendy & Lonny Robbin
Jan 26 Brady & Andrew Sharp

Feb 2  Mark Fuglie & Tim Geer

FebS Larry Levin & Carroll Sarsland
Feb 16 Derek & SarahOlson

Feb 23 Kevin Welsh & Wally Abraham
Ash'Wed Duane Hanson & Chuck Weflen

Make A Meal Volunteers
Jan Wachters & Nancy Jo Wendt
Feb Wendy Robbin & Pam Johnson

Acolyte (little brothers & sisters)
Jan5  Carson Sawatzky

Jan 12 Addison Arends-Schmidt
Jan 1%  Autumn Foshaug

Jan 26 lonah Sharp

Feb2 FRyaSharp

Feb % Kala Mller

Feb 16 Will Dahl

Feb 23 Carter Foshaug
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We tend to criticize others not because they have faults, but because their

faults are different from ours.

Seen on Church Signboard..
This year.. Try Jesus!

(If you don't like Him, the devil will

always take you back.)

Thot for a day:
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Nursery Altar Guild

(more woluntesrs nesded..) Jan Mancy JoWendt

Jan5  Pam Johnson Feb Mona Hjelle

Jan12 \VicletDauk

Jan1% Mona Hjelle Custodian

Jan 26 Volunteer Needed Jan Wendy & Lonny Robbin
Feb2 Pam lohnson Feb Wendy & Lonmy Robbin

FebS Violet Dauk

Feb 16 Mona Hjelle Accompanying Musicians

Feb 23 Volunteer Needed Jan5  SharonWillen
Jan 12 Scott Wachter
Elders Jan 1% Pam Johnson
Jan 5,12 Joe & Jason Jan 26 Carmen Macik
Jan 19,26 Ed & Kevin Feb2 Sharon'Willen
Feb 2/g Keith & Joe Feb @ Scott Wachter
Feb 16/23/26  Jason &Ed Feb 16 Pam lohnson

Feb 23 Carmen Macik

Scripture Readers

Jan5  Jason Miller Confirmation Parent-Helper

Jan 12 Mark Fuglie Janl Mo Class
Jan 1% Tammy Fuglie JanB  Macik
Jan 26 Leone Quigley Jan 15 Miller
Jan 22 Rustad
Feb 2  Mykki Foshaug Jan 29 Sarsland
FebS RuthVegdahl Feb5 Sharp
Feb 16 Mona Hjelle Feb 12 Dahl
Feb 23 SarahOlson Feb 15 Macik
Feb 26 Miller
[ e Tamiee ar -\.. R X -;...-___
st ) (oo ) v | [oxicmmesm mauen. ] |
-\_—\-\p— - - \"-\.._\_\____ :
/

32

ok

January Discipleship Verse...

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
all who follow his precepts have good

understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.
Psalm 111:10




Miscellaneous Notes...

Food Pantry Reminder
2nd Sunday of each month, please remember to bring your donations

for the Food Pantry. Place them in the purple container by the door at
church. Thanks to everyone for donating!

Check out our “Free Stuff” Table
Here's just a sampling of what your'll find : IGET FREE
* Aead With Me Bibles for toddlers SI’UFF

= Today's Light Devotional Bible
= January Newsletters
= January—March Portals of Prayer L A

oo | Sermons Now Available in Audio on our Website
SEHHH_!!S hittp:/fivingwordlutheran. net/sermons. him
ey [Or just click on “New Sermons Online” at the bottom of the

- -
livngwordluthermn.net_ home page)

12-1-19 “Light one candle for Hope [Capital "H")
12-8-15 “The One Christmas Preparetion You Can't Forget”
12-15-19 “What name of Jesus do you connect with?
12-22-19 “A really important lesson onfaith from Joseph”
Christmas Eve “Two most impor@nt words from the Christmas story”
12-29-19 “What dowe do now that Christmas is over?”
CHOIR ...

Start out the New Year by joining the chairl : Y
Please joinus afterworship January 15thand 26th t :
IR

as we rehearse for singing on February 2nd

Still Available: Direct Deposit for Your Offerings
Living Word has the option of an electronic option for making regular

offerings. Contributions @n be debited automatically from your
checking or savings account .

Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need
to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when
trawel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending ser-
vices, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue onan
uninterrupted basis.

An authorization form and a “Freguently Asked Questions” fiyer are
available from the church office.
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The trouble with the rat race is even if you win, vou're still a rat,

Thot for a day:

Page 17| Reminders of your scheduled day to serve will be com- .

ing to your phone 5000, M
Pam Johnson has graciously volunteered togive a call or  Jusf® o

send a text to help us all remember our scheduled dates
to serve as wshers, acolytes, fellowship servers, etc...

If you like to use dated envelopes for your offerings, we
_have them available. Just pick up a box of envelopes
-’" ‘--' fmm under the mailboxes. Write down the # of the box
f"" you took. Thanks!

ﬁ Offering Envelopes Are Available for 2020

Remember to Wear Your _“Living Word” Sweatshirs

Mot only are theywam

{and lock really “cool”) but
they could also be a conver-
sation starter when people
ask things like, “Andwhere
is Lliving Word lomted™



http://livingwordlutheran.net/sermons.htm
http://www.livingwordlutheran.net

Sunday Schooal...

Meets every Sundayat 900,
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING: JANUARY 12
BOWLING at Alley on Ash (New London)

A free event for Sunday School students, family & friends.
2 games of bowling, shoes, pizza & pop.

ENDURING

FA|TH

Sy Sehioal - Midweek
Bible Curriculum

Please sign upin backof church. Thanks!

Have You Checked Out the Sunday School Bulletin Board ?

Take a look at the fun info about the students as well as some of the
work they've produced in dass. Youw'll find it on the back of the north-
ern partition that separates the Sanduary from the Fellowshiparea.
After you've checked it out, gofind a student and tell them what you
sawl
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Mark Your Calendar...

Register Mow:
Women's Retreat 2020:

“Unfading Beauty”

April 17-15

Muskie Lodge, Mille La= Lake
Join us as we explore the Unfading Beauty in
the body, mind and soul of the Christianwoman.

Registration Deadline. Aprl 1. (Early Bird Entry drawing March 1)
5150 each— includes 2 nights' lodging and meals!
Checks can be givento Tammy Miller, Videt Dauk or Ruth\Vegdahl.

Annual Whist Party at Pastor & Violet's

Friday, lanuery 10- 700 p.m.

The Annual Court Whist Might at Pastor and Vio-
let's home.

Bring a friend and anappetizer tosham!

[Pastor David says: "You don't even have to know how to play. It's
easy toleamn!- If | can figure it out, anyone canl")

Preparation for First Communion:

We will have aninformation meeting on'Weadnesday, Janwary 29 @
6:00 p.m. for parents of Sthand 6th graders. (The students will have
their first communion during the Maundy Thursday service on April
5.) Please @Ik to Pastor David if you have guestions orare unable to
attend that day. Thanks!

Sure worry works: 98% of the things I worry about don't happen.

Thot for a day:
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LWML...

OUR MNEXT MEETING:

L¢HL Lurhesan Women's Missionaiy League

will be Wednesday, January 22nd, 7:00pm, at church. The purpose of
the meeting will be to discuss, and plan for, what we wish to accom-
plishin 2020.

SHOES FOR MISSIONS:
Thanks toall who have donated shoes. Please continue to collect, and
bring them to church (in rubber-banded pairs). Thisis a fund raiserfor
Lutheran Island Camp.

ORPHAMN GRAIN TRAIN:

Ashley Harsen is in the process of
crocheting infant hats to be donated
to OrphanGrainTrain. Sheisinneed
of white, black, and grayyarn for making the hats. If you have yarn to
donate, please bring it to church, and putitin the shoe donation box-
es. Other colers of yarnwould be welcome, as well.

Community Outreach...

xican Tiesta ﬂnﬂw.{m
Saturday, January 25, 4:00-7:00

We will hold a planning meeting after worship on lanuary 5.
ldea: Pre-purchase fickets togive tofriends as an outreach.

Cost: 51000 foradults,
55.00 for kids 511,
Free for kids 4 & under

How You Can Help:
Serve: + Decorate + Prep food
+ Serve Food + Take Down
Donate: + taco meat +5alsa +cheese +rice + chips
+ refried beans + black olives +tacoshells

+ tortillas + nachocheese sauce +ice Cream

+Setlp

i

Let us know if you have some new ideas for reaching out to people
whio do not have a church home. Thanks again



Opportunities to Serve...

4-6th Grade Group :
Volunteer(s) Needed to organize an outing for the group inJanuary.
Please talk to Pastor Davidif you can helpwith that. Thanks!

Help With Our MNursery
We need a couple more volunteers to helpwith our during-worship
nursery (26 year dds). Please talk to Mona Hjelle if you can help.

Provide Light Suppers for Confirmation students;

Wewe'd like to provide a light supper (sandwiches, hot dogs, et for
the Confirmation students. Please talk to Pastor Davidif you could
take aturn once amonth providing this meal for six students.

One More Fellowship Senver Needed:
We are looking for someone to team up with one of our current sens
ers serve snacks for after-worship fellowship once every 2 months.

Two More Ushers Needed:
Talk to Pastorif you can help. (Father-Son/Daughter teams are
great!) Thanks!

Read Scripture in Worship

Please talk to Pastor Davidif you can mke a turn once every couple
of months readng our New Testament and Old Testament Scrip-
tures

A Great Month To Use Our Make-A-Meal Program

One of the best (and simplest) ways to share Jesus' love is by making
a meal for someone whois going througha towgh time. Please use
the Prayer and Care @rds in the attendance pad atworship or all
Pastor David if you know of someone whowould appredate a meal.
Thanks ! Our January Make-a-Meal volunteers are Scott & Tammy
Wachter and Mancy Jo Wendt.

We are also looking for a person to be the Make-a-Meal coording-
tor - someone who notifies the meal makers whena meal is needed
and who alsoarranges for the meal to be delivered.

If you could be that person, please talk to Pastor David. Thanks!

Remember to use our “We Prayed for You” program...

We'd like tosend outa crd or two each week to people we prayed
for during worship. How you can help: Simply tell Pastor David
when you feel that someone you asked s to pray for would be
greatly encouraged by getting a card. Then just @ll, email or text him
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Talk is cheap because supply exceeds dem and.

Thot for a day:
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with that person’s address. |t truly is a simple way to brighten the spir-
its of someone who's going thougha tough time.
We are currently in need of a volunteer to mail the cards. If you could

help, talk to Pastor David.
amazonfr nile

Donate to Living Word when you =7 o) shop. AFRBZON um

order from Amazon

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amaron.com pur-
chases to Living Word. Use this link to have your purchases support
Living Word: hitpsJ//smileamazon.com/ch/41-1513306

Remember the Teal's Rebate Program.
Teal's Grocery gives a 1% rebateto eligible organizations. There'sa
box under the mail boxes where you can put in your receipis.

Thank God For...

You've seenour sign board out by the
road with the beginning of a sentence:
“Thank God Far... ™ Each weekwe'd
like to change the ending of that senr
tence to encourage people who drive pastto remember that Godis
the giver of all good things- espedally things we t@ke for granted. This
past monthwe thanked God for:

+ Carolers

+*  Sunday School Program

* Christmas Eve Candlelight Waorship
+ Al the Blessings of This Past Year

Let Pastor know how you'd complete that sentence during lanuary.

Story Behind The Song...

“My Lighthouse™

The season of Epiphany highlights Jesus as the Light that shines our
way. It's an appropriate time to find out the story behind the upbeat
contemporary Christian song, “My Lighthouse.”

[from an interview with Gareth Gilkeson and Chris Liewellyn of Rend Collective)

Chris: Living in Northern Ireland, lighthouses are something we see
guite often on our coastline. For us, it has become a picture of the
faithfulness of God and His cons@ncy inour lives. He is this unshifting
Light. We all gothrough seasons of stoms, troubles and sorrows, and
we @n count on Jesus to be that Fire before us the same way He led


smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1513306

the children of lsrael in the desert by Fire. He still is that Fire before us
today, like a lighthouse.

Gareth: it's funny becawse we sing in many churches all around the
world and it's amazing how many picturss of lighthouses are on the
walls.

Gareth:Jesus said, "l am the Light of the world," and throughout the

centuries, the picture of the Church is that we are the light of the world.

It's great to see that symbolism. That's what we were thinking about
whenwewere working on the song, and we sing about failures and
doubting, and knowing that God doesn't walk out on us, and that He's
the peace in our troubled seas. No matter whatwe are gaing through,
or are looking for God you can know that He's not going to let you
drown in your circumstances. There are so many pictures of that in
Scripture: Peter walking on the water and Jesus calming the stom.
Those are powerful pictures and @lming for L.

Gareth: The last part of the chorus is "safe toshore," andwe sing ita
bunch of times. | love thatidea, that literally whenyou are lost and
don't know where you are, you can trust that no matter where your
head is, God is going tolead you safe toshore. You are going togetto
the harbor and the land. You're not going tostane and be overcome by
the waves.

Chris: This song represents a way of wrestling withyour suffering and
with your doubts and so much of worshipis within the context of real
life. We all worshipwith our real life situations and strugeles happening
around ws. There's no way to get around that. We all needto learn how
Lo raise up our voices insinging to God even in those troubles and trialks
in our lives.

Lyrics for the song "My Lighthouse”:
In my wrestling and in my doubts......
In my failures You wor't walk out.
You're great iove will lead me throwgh..
You are the peace in my troubled seq.

Chorus: Ay lighthowse ... My lighthouse...._.
Shining in the darkness | will follow You.
My lighthouse ... My ighthouse.......
1 will trust the promize: You will carmy me safe to shore....
Safe to shore...5afe to shore...5afe to shore.

Ire the silence You won't iet go.......
In'the guestions Your truth will hold.
Your great love will lead me throuwgh.......
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Thot for a day: Children will soon forget your presents; they will always remember your
pPresence.

You are the peace in my troubied sea.

Chorus: My lighthowse ... .My lighthouse.......
Shining in the darkmess [ wiil follow You.
My lighthouse.... My [ghthouse........
I wiii trust the promise: You will carry me safe to shore....
Safe to shore._ 5afe to shore...5afe to shore.

Editor's note: Watch the official video by Rend Colledtive at
https:/ fyoutu.be /re Al Kv7ptl

New Music of the Month...

Sincewe are featuring an Ifish band (Rend Collective) this month, |
thought | would stay inthat part of the worldand feature a great new
song from am artist from Scotland, Jamie Kimmett, called Burdens.
Watchat hitps:/ fyoutu.be [fBDRrsRxTMs

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
Animal sacrifices.. blood.. lots of

bleod/.. burnt offerings, don’t eat
buzzards, bats, rats, E—dﬂﬁ-ﬁa« or
b&%mtgﬁyw P, i
mice..&no
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