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“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them in
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand,The rain came}
down, the streams rose] and the winds blew and beat against that house %8
and it fell with a'great crash.% Matthew 7:26-27 RUATE AN’ ARITRIFRS 8=

“Communicating the Love of Jesus”
Worship Hours:

Christian Growth Hour: 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.



Living Word Lutheran Church

Located on the West of Spicer on County Rd 10
in old Prairie Meadows building

PO Box 242, MNew London, MM 56273

Fhone: 320-796-0742

Website: www.livingwordlutheran.net

What we aim to do:
Make disciples for Jesus - as we go, wherever we go.

What we aim to be:
A joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God.

Question for Pastor...

So, wihat happened at the planning weekend 7

Quite a bit, actually. With lots more to come. Here's a summary of
what God accomplished through our Envisioning Weekend:

Rev. Mike Ruhl, Director of the LC-MS Center for US Missions
facilitated a weekend of strategic planning here at Living Word the
weekend of August 26-28. Pastor Ruhl grew up in Canada as the
son of a church planter (pastor who starts churches). As director of
IJS Missions he has done visionary planning with LC-MS mission
churches around the United States for the past six years. He
spends his time training and assisting congregations and pastors in
mission churches.

Mine members of our leadership team participated in the planning
weekend: Chairman Jamie Iverson, Secretary Tammy Fuglie,
Elders Jason Miller and Kevin Welsh, Community Outreach Director
Laurel Iverson, Children’s Church Coordinator Mona Hjelle,
Christian Education Director Violet Dauk, Youth Director Bryson
Wachter and Pastor David.

It was a very encouraging, energizing weekend as we heard
Pastor Ruhl tell us that he sees God has greatly blessed us with
Christ-centered, visionary leadership and great opportunity for
mission and ministry in our community. He was impressed by our
congregation’s age-diversity and the emphasis we have on small-
group Bible studies. He encouraged us to add even more small
groups with studies that can be led by lay people. Pastor Ruhl said
that we have an excellent foundation many mission churches lack.
He told us that he normally spends quite a bit of the planning
weekend helping congregations develop Core Values (beliefs and
attitudes that "drive” us) and a Mission Statement (our basic
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purposa). He didn't feel the need to do that here as we already
have the right Core Values (listed below) that need just some
minor "Lyyeeking” to update. In addition, he felt our Mission
Statermnent (also below) was "right on target” with God's purpose.

The main focus of our weekend was on creating the
basics of a vision - things we see God doing at Living Word
three years from now. Here's a first-draft vision statement that
includes many of those basics.

e see 2 new, multi-functional mil-friendly, kid-friendly
buiding that i alko availzhle for use by other groups in the
comTIniY wihen not used for our worship, studies and
meetings, The buiding /s situated on our Bnd, which & home to
3 large playground and community garden and is alko avaiahle
for use by community groups. We are expanding our owtreach
ministry through more small group studies, owr Make-3-Meal
program, Sunday school fellowship activities for yvoung families,
youth acivities and by providing transportation to and from
church for those who can't drive. We have a prayer group that
meets reguianl. We ake see people of all ages growing doser to
their Lord and to each other. Many of them are velved in
worshpr using their talents in music and skits and visuals that
enhance the message - 3 message that remains true to the Bible
and focused on Jesus Christ as risen Lord and Savior, We are
lpoking bevond ourselves and planning for 3 mEsion/ministny
‘outpost’ (posst il 1 Paynesville)

Being in a new building was foundational to that vision,
and Pastor Ruhl encouraged us to "get right on™ putting a
building on the land we have. He said that in spite of the many
burmps along the way we are ready for that next step. When the
guestion came up about whether we were in a position to afford
to build, Pastor Ruhl told us that in looking at our finances we
are ready and that he sees no reason why we can't do it He told
us to get a new buiding committee formed immediately. Based
on his experience with mission congregations he recommended
that the Mission and Ministry Tearn appoint 2 small, 4-5 person
committes that will solicit input from the congregation but whose
meetings would not normally be open to anyone but the
committee members.

Our leadership team will be meeting to put those "basics” of
our vision into a complete vision statement in the coming month.
That vision statement will serve to give direction to our plans for
mission and ministry. You can also look forward to goals for each
of the Core Values we have listed below, and a sermon series
highlighting each of them. We discoverad that in order for our



Core Values to be valuable, everyone needs to know what they
are.

Living Word Lutheran Church Core Values:

« BIBLE-BASED AND CHRIST-CEMTERED preaching, teaching
and reaching

¢  MAKING COMMITTED DISCIPLES through small-group
min istries

« BIBLE-STUDY, PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & OUTREACH in our
smmall groups

o CHRISTIAM EDUCATION where God's Children of All Ages
grow in faith

¢« SERVANT-ORIENTED QOUTREACH with the love of Jesus in
practical ways

« POINTING PEQPLE TO JESUS, not To Oursehves

o CELEBRATING IN WORSHIP - Every Sunday truly a "Mini-
Easter"

o PEQPLE PRAYING for each other, their community and
world

o A YOUTH FOCUS that treats yvouth as part of the church
today, not just the future of the church tomorrow

o A FUMPLACE fo KMOWY Jesus, GROVY closer o Jesus and
G0 with Jesus

¢ PLANTING MORE CHURCHES as a way of expanding God's
kingdom

o MAKING THE TRUTH OF GOD RELEVANT to lves Of people

¢  HUMILITY - Remembering we are imperfect people in nead
of the forgiveness of our perfed: God.

Living Word Lutheran Church Mission:

We aim to bring God glory ...
Making disciples
as we go - wherever we go -
by being a joyful, caring, Christ-centered family of God

With God's help we seek to accomplish this mission by modeling
the first Christian congregation in Ads 2:42-47: Being devoted
to Prayer, Bible Study, Fellowship, Service, Worship and sharing
the love of Jesus in practical ways through Small Group Ministry
and Cornrmunity Qutreach.

Thanks for asking,
Pastor David

Sand your questions to pastor@livingwordlutheran.net
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Children are natural mimics who act like their parents, despite every effort to teach
them good manners,

Thot for a day:

Page 5

E-Mail Wisdom... received via e-mail)

"I CHOOSE" By Michael Hallzen

"T will say of the Lord, 'He is my refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust.™ (Psalm 91:2)

Mrs. S. had lived alone for many years and got out only with the
help of @ wheelchair. Every Sunday she wheeled herself into the
side aisle of our sanctuary (one without handicap acoess) where
she worshiped enthusastically. She always seemed to be "up."
Feople smiled when they were around her.

One evening Mrs. S. spoke to the youth of the church and was
asked how she could always be so alive, so full of joy. She re-
sponded, "Because I *choose™ to. I had no choice about living
the last half of my life as a widow or having one of my sons
killed in the Korean War. And I certainly I didn't choose to have
to ride around in this chair for the past ten years. But one thing
I did choose - to be happy. I decided to make the best of every
day and to see the best in every person.”

A friend who had been a missionary in South America told me of
taking some American visitors through his city. One of them
spotted a beautiful, large poinsettia tree in front of a small
house as they passed by. The visitor wanted to take a picture
and, not realizing that the plant was brittle, reached up to pull
down a branch for the camera. A six-foot length of flame-red
poinsettia snapped to the ground.

At that moment the woman of the house stepped out of the
door and confronted the gringos standing there, poinsettia
branch in hand. Humiliated, they offered to pay for her loss. But
they could no more fix the personal damage than they could
repair the tree. Still, instead of adding to their embarrassment,
the woman cheerfully asked them in for tea. She chose to for-
give them, to overlook their clumsy behavior. She chose to offer
them grace.

Mothing is more crudal to the quality of our lives than the
choices we make about hows we approach the circumstances and
relationships of each day. In the end it is that attitude which
largely determines the outcomes we will find. The Lord made
today, but it is we who dedde how we will live in it. I *choose™
God as my refuge . .. I *choose™ to trust . . . I ®*choose® tofind
a way.

You can contact Mike at mhalleen@mediacombb.net, Also ched: cut Mke's book
"You Are Rich: Discovering Faith in Evenyday Moments™:

Copyright 2007 Dr. Michael A, Hallesn.
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( \ The LINK Update...

Mews from The Link Sept. 2011
Creating 3 community where nefghbaors
share the fove of God through service fo
each other.

from the director...)pdate on challenge grant: We are in
the process of raising $20,000 in order to earn an additional
£10,000! We need your help!!!

For each dollar do-
nated between June
30, 2011 and Sept.
30, 2011, The
Thrivent Foundation
will supplement by 50
cents up to $10,000.
This means, if our
donors collectively
donate £20,000, we

Send donations /o of The Link's
fiscal host, Faith Lutheran Church,

310 Medayto Dr, Spicer, MN 56288.
Designate your check for The Link.
If you have any questions or con-
cerns contact Maomi Mahler, the di-
rector at 320-796-2522 or
flc_naomi@tds.net

will receive an additional 10,000 grant!

“JUST THE BASICS”

Household Item Distribution Event

ALL FREE OF CHARGE - MO PROOF OF INODOME REQUIRED
First Come-First Serve!

Saturday, October 15% from 9am-11am
Faith Lutheran Church
310 Medayto Dr, Spicer

Come and receive over 20 different items that
we all need to stock our shelves at home! Bring
your own box and fill it with things 1ike:
* paper towels
'? - # toilet paper
q IIJI ¥ laundry detergent

#* toiletries, and more!

Be watching for the collection
at your church!

So far, we have
raised close to
£6000. We want to
earn the maximum
amount possible.
That means we
need to raise
£14,000 more by
the end of this
month! We can do
this if we all work
together! We are
happy to receive
donations in any
amount —it all adds

up!
Year to date we

have spent over $28,500 on outreach expenses helping our
neighbors with things like rent, utility bills, car repairs and

insurance. The need is great!

In gratitude for your support,
Naomi Mahler, Director The Link

n Find The Link on Facebook!
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Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word what you
shouldn't have said,

Thot for a day
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Spaciel Thaeks o Grace. Michalle, Eve. Absor, and Hailey for tharing in the
fur and learming. Thamks for beics the ones to et messy and crary. Please
ot 1o another event soon and bang more people with you

Laughing With God - Lock In
We had lots of fun on Saturday night, as you cintell from the pictures.
Pleass spread rhe word abour upcoming evenrs meluding e Yourh
 Might coming up. At every event there will be lots of fun and learning
about Jesus— EWVEN THE STUDIES. Please come join me atone of the
events thar ane in the near fonere. Hope 1o see you thile.

- ; - = s -

September 9th: Campus Life Kickoff @
Peace- 7pm grades 5-8

September 11th: Sunday Monung Smd}
September 14th: Post Confirmation Study
Sept 16: Youth Mtg after church -

~ September 24th: 1st Monthly Youth Night

Please conzact youth ledder Brvwon @@ 594-4378 or brinomeracksengmemail m
for more informaton or for upcoming events. Alw £6d me oo facebook.

You can help with our Support of Heidy

We have committed to $32/month to help pay for basic needs
and Christian education opportunities for Heidy. Donations
may be placed in the "Heidy" box on the usher table at church.

Thank you!




Upcoming Events...

Rally Sund "Receive the Crown of Glory”

We kick off our Christian Growth Year with Rally Sunday on
September 11th at 9:00am. Our Rally Sunday Theme is based
on 1 Peter 3:4 “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade avay .

We'll start the morning with a lesson and singing. We will con-
tinue with a aaft where the children will make a"crown of
glory.’ The day concludes with games where the students can
win jewels to put on their oowns

Following the worship service we will have a pot luck. (Bring a
dish to pass, please.) There will be a banguet table decorated
special for the kids. Luke 14:15 *Blessed is the one who wiill eat
at the feast in the Kingdom of God.'

Eall Men's Softball Team

The Living Word softball guys will begin play on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, at 8:30. Fall League plays at the Spicer Fields each
Tuesday evening for five weeks. Talk to Bryson Wachter if
you'd like to play.

Mexican Fiesta Dinner / Fall Festival

Saturday, October 1

This year our Mexican Festa Dinner will be on October 1. The
dinner will be served at our normal 4:30- 7:30 time. Lots of
volunteers are needed to make this a successful outreach.

YO ARE INVITED! 8
{ MATHR STREET REW LOMDOM M,
THURSDAY SEPTEMEER 15™ ZPAM-4PM

war THE WILLMAR AREA FOOD SHELF

\:.-;" THE LT

@ THE COMMUMRITY OLOSET

COME SEE WHAT IS ¢OING O IMN YOUR COMMUNITYI
JOIMUS FOR COOKIES AMD LEMOMADE

FIMDG OUT ABDUT THE WORE OF THESE ORGAMIZATIOMNS
ARD LEARR HOW YOU CAR BE A PART OF WHAT THEY ARE DOTRE _.'I
N Setusamme e e A as 30300 = s L NS =T s s

Page8

[ totally take back all those times I didn't want to nap when [ was younger.

Thot for a day:
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Thanks !!!
(11}
.... T0 Rev Mike Ruhl for leading us in our Envisioning Weekend,

and to all of our leaders who set aside their weekend plans to
participate.

.... To Pam Johnson for organizing our Pie and Ice Cream Out-
reach last weekend. And thanks to Bveryone who helped with
pies, donations, advertising and serving. The participation was
Great and we took in $1169 !

... 10 Bryson Wachter for organizing (and staffing) the Youth
Lock-In on August 27

.... T0 Violet Dauk for accepting the position of Director Chris-
tian Education - Sunday Schoal.

If you have someone you'd like to thank for serving, please email
their name and how they served to pastor @livingwordlutheran.net

E-mail Inspirafion...

Jacob was a cheater,
David had an affair,
Jonah ran from God,
Gideon was insecure,
Mary was a worrier,
Sarah was impatient,
Muoses stuttered,
Abraham was old and

Peter had a temper,
Moah got drunk,

Paul was a murderer,
Miriam was a gossip,
Thomas was a doubter,
Elijah was moody,
Faccheus was short,
Lazarus was dead.

Mow..... what's YOUR reason for thinking God won't use you?
God CAM use you where you are...if you let him! :)

E-Mall Humor...

"Daddy, where did I come from?", seven-year-old Rachel
asked.

It was a moment for which her parents had carefully prepared.
They took her into the living room, got out several other books,
and explained all they thought she should know about sexual
attraction, affection, love, and reproduction. Then they both sat
back and smiled contentedly.

"Does that answer your question?" the mom asked.

"Mot really," the little girl said. "Judy said she came from De-
troit. Iwant to know where I mme from."




September- Daily Devotionals

“The Book of Psadms expresses thoughts and emotions about specific situations in life -
situations and emotions we can relate to. That's why people love them. As you read, ist
Ermations (E) demonstrated,
Principles (P) about God and iife that are taught,
Menta Pictures (MP) that stick in your mind, and the
Life-Situation (L-5) you would find this psalm helpful for,
** Psalms with asterisks have songs or hyrmns based on them Seeif you can figure out what
the songshymns are.

Wi of Sept 4 DALY READINGS ... Gods Hymnal - the PSALMS
Septd Psalm 1™ E: MP
P: L-5:
Septf Psalm2 E P
F: L-S:
Sept7 Psaim4 E: MP
P: L-5:
Septd Psalm 8™ E: MP
P: L-5:
Sept? Psalm13 E: MP
P: L-S:
Sept10 Psalm 19 E WP
P L-5:
WhkofSept11 DALY READINGS .. God's Hymnal - the PSALMS
Sept12 Psalm 23* E: MP
P; L-3.
Sept 13 Psalm 27™ E: WP
P: L-5:
Sept 14 Psaim32 E MP
P: L-5:
Sept15 Psam 3 E: MP
P: L-5:
Sept16 Psam 37 E: P
P: L-5:
Sept17 Psalm 42 E: MP
P: L-5:
Wkof Sept18 DALY READINGS .. God's Hymnal - the PSALNS
Sept 19 Psalm 46™ E MP

P L=5:

“The Hymnal In the Bible”

Sept20 Psalm51= E: MP
P L-S:
Sept21 Psalm53 E: MP
P L-5:
Sept22 Psalm62 E MP
P; L-5:
Sept23 Psalm64 E: MP
P L-5:
Sept 24 PsalmGT E MP
P L-S:

Wkof Sept 25  DAILY READINGS ...

God's Hyrmnal - the PSALMS

Sept26 Psalm70 E MP
P L-S:
Sepl 27 Psalm8d™E: MP
P: L-5;
Sept 28 Psalm91** E: MP
P L-5:
Sept29 Psalm96= E: MP
P L-S:
Sept 30 Psalm %™ E MP
P L-S:
Oct1 Psalm100™ E: MP
P; L-5;
Wk of Oct 2 DALY READINGS... God's Hymnal - the PSALMS
Oct3  Psalm103* E: MP
P L-5:
Oct4 Psam107 E: MP
P L-S:
Octs  Psalm111 E: MP
P: L-5:
Octd  Psalm116 E: MP
P; L-5:
Oct?  Psalm118= E: MP
P L-5:
Oct8 Psalm121 E: MP
P L-5:







